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To the REVEREND 


Dr JOHN ERSKINE, 
One of the Miniſters of Edinburgh. 


DEAR SIR, 


Hen I found myſelf under a neceſlity to 

publiſh the following Sermon, at the 

deſire of that worthy Society before whom it 

was preached, I ſoon perceived with what pro- 
priety it might be addreſſed to you. 


It was evident to all, when you firſt entered 
upon the miniſtry of the Lord Jeſus, that there- 
in you ſought not your own earthly profit, but 
the profit of others, that they might be ſaved; 
and the ſeveral flocks of which in divine provi- 
dence you have been overicer, bear witnels, 
that by not ſhunning to declare the whole coun- 
ſel of God, by ſelf. denied labour and watchful- 
neſs, you have itedfaitly purſued the ſame end. 


Neither to them only hath your concern for 
the ſalvation of men been confined ; diſtant 
churches have ſhared your care ; many in our 
Plantations are no ſtrangers to your deſires af- 
ter Zion's proſperity even among them; and at 
this important period, in particular, when ſo 
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many Indian tribes have fallen under the do- 
minion of Great Britain, our Society for pro- 
pagating Chriſtian Knowledge, and many o- 
thers, have been witneſſes of the diſtinguiſhed 
zeal you have ſhewn, to promote the means for 
ſupporting a miſhon to bear our Redeemer's 
name among them, “ that many may be ſaved.” 


Go on, Dear Sir, in the way you have cho- 
ſen. Tread more and more in the divine and 
benevolent ſteps of your Lord, and of his a- 
poſtle, ardently ſeeking the ſalvation of many 
men. The period is faſt approaching, „when 
& they that are wiſe ſhall ſhine as the bright. 
© neſs of the firmament, and they that turn 
“ many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever 
&« and ever.” 


Permit me to add, that it is with the great- 


eſt pleaſure I take this opportunity of aſſuring 
you, that J am, 


DE AR Str, 


Your affectionate friend, 
Inchture, Feb. 3. 


1763. 
| and moſt obedient ſervant, 


THOMAS RANDALL. 


A D- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HEN the Author was called by the So- 

ciety for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, to preach their Anniverſary Sermon, this 
ſubje& occurred as a proper one upon the pre- 
ſent ſituation of their affairs. He could _ 
preach a part of what he had prepared, in 1l- 
luſtrating the apoſtle's argument; but when 
defired to publiſh, judged it beſt to give the 
whole. The third general head, which belongs 
to the examples of benevolence recommended, 
was not at all touched upon from the pulpit. 
Yet what can be more ſtriking than this to en- 
force ſuch an exhortation? We Gentiles ought 
to have in the higheſt regard whatſoever relates 
to our great apoſtle. Was ever ſuch a lover of 
mankind, or ever man fo like his Lord? 


Some attempts have been made to ſet forth 
his life and character, but none (at leaſt which 
the author hath ſeen) equal to the ſubject. 
What a pity is it, ſome maſterly hand does not 
undertake it? A good foundation is laid in 
Lord Lyttelton's obſervations upon his conver- 
ſion, But what a vaſt field is behind from his 
whole life, eſpecially as there are ſo many ma- 
terials, and theſe ſo authentic? The ſubjects 
they would lead to confider, are the moſt im- 
portant and curious; and what poſlibly can be 

imagined more uſeful? An engagement here 
| "- 


(E 


many Indian tribes have fallen under the do- 


minion of Great Britain, our Society for pro- 


pagating Chriſtian Knowledge, and many 0- 
thers, have been witneſſes of the diſtinguiſhed 
zeal you have ſhewn, to promote the means for 
ſupporting a miſſion to bear our Redeemer's 


name among them, “that many may be ſaved.” 


Go on, Dear Sir, in the way you have cho- 
ſen. Tread more and more in the divine and 
benevolent ſteps of your Lord, and of his a— 
poſtle, ardently ſceking the ſalvation of many 
men. The period is faſt approaching, * when 
& they that are wiſe ſhall ſhine as the bright. 
© neſs of the firmament, and they that turn 
“ many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever 
% and ever.” 


Permit me to add, that it is with the great- 
eſt pleaſure I take this opportunity of aſſuring 
you, that J am, 


DE AR SIR, 


Your affectionate friend, 
Inchture, Feb. 3. 


I76 3. : 
and moſt obedient ſervant, 


THOMAS RANDALL. 


A D- 


| nn 
6 2 ˙ 2 4 8 
— — : wõuk— 


— Dh 


A 


imagined more uſeful? An engagement here 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


HEN the Author was called by the So- 
ciety for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
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(vii ) 

in every VIEW muſt be ſuperior to any diſquiſi- 
tion upon the life and writings of Homer Or 
Cicero, Or indeed of any other man of fame, in 
ancient Or modern times. What hints could be 
wen in a ſermon, according to the author's 
meaſure. are to be found here. And if theſe 
(hall prove of aſe to perſuade any to think more 
ſeriouſly of the truth of Chriſtianity , 28 the e- 
vidence ariſcth from this apoſtle, and his con- 
duct even to death; or to reach Aa convicion 
to any in the miniſtry, who therein ſeek their 
own worldly advantage ; or to comfort and en-. 


part of it, ſhall have the happy effect of 
promoting the true ſpirit of divine love, by 
ſeeking the profit of many co ſalvation, the 
great end in view is anſwered. 
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1 Cor. x. 33. and xi. I. 


— Seeking — the profit of many, that = may be 
faved. Be ye followers of me, even as 1 alſo am 


/ Chriſt. 


uſe of meats offered in ſacrifice to idols, which 

bad unhappily divided the Chriſtians at Corinth, 
the Apoſtle Paul exhorts them to the exerciſe of 
mutual forbearance and love: Let no man,” ſays 
he, ver. 24. ſeek his own; but every man ano- 
© ther's wealth.” 'This general principle he very 
properly applies to the matter in queſtion; and con- 
cludes the ſubject, by again recommending the fame 
amiable diſpoſition, as that which actuated his own 
conduct; and in which, they ſhould the rather imi- 
tate him, as in this reſpect, he was peculiarly influe 
| enced by the example of his and their divine Maiter 3 5 


B. ſettling a point of conſcience, concerning the 


| for this “was the mind which was in him (a).“ 


AN 


The leaſt degree of attention will ſacisfy the read- 


er, that the firſt verſe of the 11th chapter is, by 
an improper diviſion, torn from its connection 


with the argument begun in the 1oth. When re- 


(a) Phil. ii. 5. 
A placed, 


The Tntredu@in. 


placed, we ſee that argument ſtrong and complete. 
We may obſerve too, that it is the ſame uſed by the 
apoſtle on other occaſions of the like nature (6b). 
Beſides, he evidently begins a new ſubject in the 
2d verſe of the 11th chapter; and if this firſt verſe 
of that chapter is not joined to the former, it muſt 
ſtand ſingle and unconnected : an irregularity in 
compoſition never to be found in one who wrote 
with ſo much exactneſs and preciſion as this apoſtle. 
We read, then, the paſſage from the 31ſt verſe 
of the 1oth chapter, in this manner: Whether 
© therefore ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, 
« do all to the glory of God. Give none offence, 
© neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to 
*« the church of God: Even as I pleaſe all men in 
all things, not ſeeking mine own profit, but the 
«© profit of many, that they may be ſaved. Be ye 
« imicators” (for thus it ſhould have been render- N 
ed*) * of me, even as I alſo am of Chriſt.” As if 
che apoſtle had ſaid: “ Inſtead of indulging a ſpi- 
rit of contention, productive of ſo many evil 
& fruits, let me perſuade you, my beloved Bre- 
« thren, in your eating and drinking, about which 
« you are preſently divided, and indeed in all your 
cc actions, to ſtudy principally thoſe diſpoſitions, 
*« and that conduct which will moſt advance the di- 
«© vine glory amongſt men. Avoid, with the ut- : 
«© moſt care, what may be either a gr ief or a ſtum- | 
& bling block to others, of whatever character or 
ce denomination. Such is the rule which I myſelf 
&« obſerve, denied to many things which to me 
&« would be agreeable, that I may the more effec- 
* tually promote the edification of others; having 
. * before my eyes continually, as my leading object, 
the eternal ſalvation of all without difference, 


OTIS CY 


* Miuunla. * 
(5) Chap. iv. 16.—19.; ix. 19.—22.; Rom. XV. 1.—3. 
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The Principle of Benevolence. 3 


« Tn this ſpirit T wiſh you to be imitators of me, 
c and ſo much the rather, becauſe I herein follow 
ic the example of my great and loving Lord.” 


IN attempting, with God's aſſiſtance, to illuſtrate 
this ſubject, we fſhall, 


I. Set forth the principle on which the apoſtle 


formed his own conduct, and on which he found- 


eth his exhortation to the Corinthians; ſecking the 
good, the wealth of others. 
II. Conſider the object of his good-will to men, 


their falvation ;—and this object widely extended, 


the ſalvation of many men, of many, that they 
© may be ſaved.” 

III. Infiit upon the motive by which he recom- 
mends the ſame temper to others; his own, and 
his Lord's example. 

IV. It will be natural to apply the whole to the 
particular purpoſe of our preſent meeting. 


The method directeth us, 

I. To ſet forth the principle expreſſed in the 
words of our reading, on which the apoſtle form- 
ed his own conduct, and foundeth his exhortation 
to the Corinthians; “not ſeeking his own, but the 
%% profit of others.” And, on this head, you may 
take the following obſervations, 

1. The principle is Benevolence; or deſiring the 
happineſs of others, as diſtinguiſhed from purtuing 
what might more properly be called our own advan- 
tage: I lay diſtinguiſhed z for between thele there is 
no oppoſition; they deſtroy not each other, but per- 
fectly coincide. 

From the beginning, a diſpoſition to take care 
of ourſelves was planted within us. Without 
this, we mult have been indifferent about our own 
ſafety, improvement, comfort, or even life itſelf. 
It was therefore the firſt impreſſion God made upon 

| A 2 | our 
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our minds; and it is obſervable, that to this affec- 
tion revelation makes its firſt addrefles, in order to 
excite us to think of redemption (c): An affection 
in itſelf moſt uſeful, and, if duly regulated, pro- 
ductive of the beſt effects; while, by neglect- 
ing or oppoſing its dictates, through indolence 
or the “ fervice of divers luſts,” we render or ::- 
ſelves no leſs guilty, than when we violate that 
fiſter-principle, called Benevolence, by indulging, 
what is more commonly allowed to be, criminal 
ſelfiſhneſs. | 

'The truth is, that between theſe two there is no 
more real diſcord, than between any other diſtinct 
appetites implanted in our frame: on the contrary, 
from the juſt exertion of each, in their ſeveral 
ſpheres, there reſults a mutual beauty and a mutual 
aid: both are alike laws, proceeding from the ſame 
God, who formed us, and are equally univerſal 
and binding. 

Even of matter itſelf, we obſerve, that the diſ- 
tinct parts tend to union, by a certain law of attrac- 
tion, which has been ſtyled gravity. Thus it is 
known, that though at immenſe diſtances, the hea- 
venly bodies move, firſt round their own, and then, 
in wondrous concord, round another centre com- 
mon to all, for general harmony and uſe. Again, 
The humbleſt plant we tread under foot, after 


ſecking its own nouriſhment from what ſurrounds 


it, ſhoots forth its leaves and fruit for the ſupport 
of other creatures. Animals of the leaſt ſenſibi- 
lity, after gathering what God hath provided for 
their own ſuſtenance, naturally crouch to man, or 
otherwiſe lend him their ſervice ; while the more 
generous are tamed for his greater benefit or plea- 
ſure. In ſhort, the attracting ſpirit, if I may ſo 
term it, breathes through all, and, under the im- 


(c) See Matth. vi. 33.; x. 28.3 Xvi. 25. 26. 27.; Acts, ii. 38. 
. 39. 40. ; 11h, T9. 23. | 
| | penetrable 
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penetrable agency of the Moſt High, is the bond 
by which the numberleſs individuals in the creation 
are drawn and held together, ſo as to form one 
vaſt conſpiring whole. 

In this ſpirit was man, the chief of the works of 
God, in this part of his univerſe, remarkably fra- 
med. Suitably to his particular conſtitution, the 
firſt and great commandment given him was, “ to 
cc love the Lord his God with all his heart;” and 
the ſecond, like to it, was, ** to love his nety hour 
„ as himſelf.” Himſelf, as fit, was the moſt im- 
mediate object of his care; his neighbour's good, 
according to that ſtandard, was next to be deſired; 
and, in the gratification of this laſt propenſity, 
there was to be found a ſatisfaction no leſs real than 
in that of the former. Thus it muſt have been, if we 
reflect on the nature of that Being who formed 
him. © God is love,” and delighteth in all the acts. 
of love. Every good and perfect gift is from a- 
« bove, and cometh down from the Father of 
* lights (d).” His family on earth and in heaven 
is beyond our reckoning; yet he ſuſtains and pro— 
vides for them all.“ He is good, and doth good 
* to all.” The eyes of all things wait upon him, 
the giver of all good (e). This, then, being the 
nature of God himſelf, the ſpring and rule of his 
conduct, he muſt have formed us in this manner ;. 
ſince it is not conceivable he ſhould frame intelli= 
gent creatures after any other image- than his own, 
wherein he hath perfect complacency ; invariably 
ſhewing it by his goodneſs to all, and by exalting 
his tender mercies far above all his other works. 

Hence it is, that, in acts of love to others, we 
experience that eaſe and delight, fo ſenfibly felt by 
the creatures of God, when anſwering the purpoſes 


2 for which he called them into exiſtence. This was. 
1 the “ goodneſs he beheld in them, when, having 


(4) James, i. 17, (e) Pſ. exlv. 15. 
0 


3 finiſhed 
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« finiſhed all his works, he reſted, and was re- 
« freſhed (J).“ Thus the eye looks, with eaſe 
and ſatisfaction, on its objects. We find it plea- 
fant to behold the ſun. The ear, receiving ſounds, 
is delighted; as the feet and hands move agreeably 
to the purpoſes for which they were intended. 

But no part of our frame, with more eaſe or 
pleaſure, addrefleth itſelf to fulfil the ends of its 
creation, than the ſoul, ſet in motion by love, per- 
forms its ſeveral acts of kindneſs. 

This, then, was the happy balance eſtabliſhed in 
the ſoul, according to the firſt and great command- 
ment, and the ſecond, which is like unto it; lo- 
ving God with all the heart, and our neighbour as 
ourſelves : a conſtitution the moſt wondertully cal- 
culated for dignity, beauty, uſefulneſs, and felicity, 

2. It was by tranſgreſſion, when an infinite God, 
the fountain of living waters, in whom unenvied 
plenty was to be found for all, was forſaken by 
man, and his happineſs ſought from the creatures, 
in the indulgence of his own little and private paſ- 
ſions, that this bleſſed balance in his ſoul was bro- 
ken. Thoſe divine principles of reverence, depend- 
ence, hope, and deſire towards God, as well as a 
concern üs welfare of others, were then ſwept 
away. Of this ſad unhinging of our frame, many 
fooliſh and hurtful luſts, robbing the ſoul of true 
peace, were the miſerable effects. 

The error was great. The creature, even at firſt, 
was not intended to convey full ſatisfaction to the 

ſoul of man; much leſs is it able to do ſo now, be- 
cauſe the creature itſelf is, for our fins, ſubjected 
to vanity, that is, made unfit to give even that in- 
ferior degree of delight, which in its primeval ſtate 
it was qualified to yield. Nor can any attempt, 
how often ſoever repeated, or how wilely ſoever 
conducted, produce the deſired joy to us. 


(f) Exod, XXxi. 17. 
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Yet man, not perceiving his error, or obſtinately 
averſe from returning to what the divine wiſdom 
had contrived for his only true happineſs, the love 
of God, and others, as well as of himſelf, anxiouſ- 
ly turns about to all that is in the world; and with 
reſtleſs endeavours ſeeks it from “ the luſt of the 


©& eye, from the luſt of the fleſh, and from the 


« pride of life (g),“ or the gratifications of cove» 
touſneſs, ſenſuality, and ambition amongſt men 
& pleaſures which he loves more than God.” 

In this ſearch he is violent. The whole force of 
the ſoul, which originally was intended to be ſet 
on the divine favour, and on ſeeking the good of 
others, being collected to attain this one end, of 
finding ſatistaction in the gratification of the luſts 
of his fleſh and mind, makes his deſires and endea- 


vours eager, by theſe means, to accompliſh it. 


In the mean tine his attempts are ſtrangely va- 
rious, both on account of the very different chan» 
nels in which ſelf ſeeks to be gratified, and the ne- 
ceſſity of frequently renewing the trials from fre- 
quent diſappointments. Selt-intereſt, ſelf-eaſe, ſelf- 
pleaſure, ſelf-opinion, ſelf- righteouſneſs, and ſelf- 
applauſe, with many other narrow purſuits of the 
lame kind, are the wretched objects amongſt which 
the ſons of Adam are perpetually wandering in 
queſt of happineſs. - 

Befides, the competitors for objects ſo confined 
being many, the little divided prizes can be gained 
but by few : conſequently, envy and malice, fraud 
and violence, anger and revenge, the natural fruits 
of anxious and diſappointed ſelf, take place. Hence 
that deſcription in the divine oracles, of the univer- 
ſal ſtate of mankind : “ We ourſclves were ſome» 
« times foolith, deceived, diſobedient, ſerving di- 
vers luſts and pleatures, living in malice and en- 
“ vy, hateful, and hating one another (/).“ Evil 
(g) r John, ii, 16. 17. (% Tit. ii. 3. ; 

paſſions, 
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paſſions, not only hurtful to the immediate objects 
of them, but which are attended with a juſt re- 
compence of painful reward to thoſe who indulge 
them, and when moſt ardently, nay ſucceſsfully 
purſued, adminiſter diſquiet and torment; the re- 
verſe of that delightful eaſe, tranquillity, and peace, 
which, by our continuing in divine love, and its 
pure and benevolent effects, we thovld have enjoy- 
ed for ever, 
Indeed, notwithſtanding this great and univerſal 
deviation to wicked ſelfiſhneſs, from love to God 
and men, amidſt our ruins, ſuch reverence to this 
principle of benevolence ſtill remains in the world, 
that there is not any thing on earth of more unt- 
yerfal good report. The legiſlators have neceflarily 
interwoven its public ſpirit into their ſyftems, hiſto- 
rians have recorded its honours, poets have ſung 
its praiſe 3 nay, from this, the moſt envious and 
ſelfiſh themſelves cannot “ always” with-hold their 
niggardly approbation. And the love of its good 
fame hath not ſeldom occafioned men truly iclhth, 
unregenerated to God and his love, in many in- 
ſtances, to mimic its kind acts, while yet their 
reigning principle of ſelf hath been at bottom in all. 
3. It is in the regeneration, according to the 
mercy and truth of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, that 
this ſpirit of corrupted ſelfiſhneſs and its concomi- 
tant evils can only and fully be done away, and the 
loſt image of the God of love, with all its happy 
fruits, be reſtored to our ſouls; not reſtored only, 
bur carried to new and formerly unknown heights. 
This regeneration is every where in ſcripture a- 
ſcribed to God himſelf. Our firſt quickening to 
life was, and could only be of his operation : and 
he alone who gave that firſt quickening, can again 
reſtore it when loſt, nay when alicnation from it 
reigns within us. He only who knoweth his own 
nature, can reveal it to us, or when revealed, tranſ- 
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form our ſouls according to it. Therefore in di- 
vine language it is ſaid, that“ he who commanded 
& the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined 
% jn our hearts, to give the light of the know- 
« ledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus 
« Chriſt (a);” ſo that, “we with open face be- 
© holding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, are 
& changed into the ſame image from glory to glo- 
& ry, by the Spirit of the Lord (5).” And this is 
true regeneration, when, by the Holy Ghoſt, the 
truth of the divine glory, maniteſted by Jeſus Chriſt 
to men, is ſhed abroad in our hearts, captivating 
every thought, and forming all within us after the 
divine image. So do the truly regenerate deſcribe 
their own ſtate : And we have known and belie- 
ved the love that God hath to us. God is love; 
& and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, 
% and God in him. Herein is our love made per- 
« fect, that we may have boldneſs in the day of 
te judgement : becauſe as he is, fo are we in this 
cc world. —— We love him; becaule he firſt loved 
« us. If a man ſay, I love God, and hateth his 
« brother, he is a liar. And this commandment 
& have we from him, that he who loveth God, love 
© his brother alſo (c).“ He who knoweth theſe 


e things is born again. The image of God, wherein 
it 1 he at firſt was formed, is reſtored, and corrupted 
1 > narrow ſelfiſhneſs deſtroyed. When by this truth 
\C divine grace takes poſſeſſion of the ſoul, the defor- 
Dy 3 mity of corrupted ſelf in every view, as robbing 
Y 3 > God of his glory, and our brethren of that kind- 
ts. = neſs which is due to them, is beheld with abhor- 
a- rence, and as a law in our members bringing us in- 
to do the captivity of every fin, as well as death, is 
nd brought down. And it is the work of the ſame 
ain grace ever after, by the exercife of faith and fear, 
'% BY | 


8 2 Cor. iv. 6. (b) 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
c) 1 John, iv. 16. 17. 19. 20. 21. 
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hope and confidence, to carry forward the hearts 
of the redeemed to the perfection of this love, ma- 
king them more than conquerors at laſt over this 
evil principle, often riſing in the foul, and ſtriving, 
by different handles of natural tempers, worldly in- 
tereſts, and many other deceits, to recover its do- 
minion. 

And who among you, my dear friends, have 
known what it is to be born again of the Spirit, and 
have taſted that the Lord is gracious, who will not 
bear witneſs to the truth of this doctrine? After 
your firſt tranſports of admiration, thankipiving, 
and delight in God, and in his Son, for thus loving 
you; you were directly taught, by the divine in- 
fluence then moving in your ſouls, to turn your 
compaſſions to others. Spontaneous flowings of 
heart you felt for like bleſſings to them, as you ; 
yourſelves had become partakers of. No more con 
tracted within your own narrow boſoms, not even j 
to relatives and friends, (that little circle), was your 3 
care confined : for ſtrangers, for known, for un- 
known, and (while indignation and zeal againſt fin 
abated not) for the greateſt tranſgreſſors, were your 
bowels moved. In particular, for adverſaries you 
felt tenderly. God ſor Chriſt's ſake had forgiven 
you; you ſaw the glory, you experienced the joy, 
you would be like your God; you therefore for- 
gave the higheſt injuries, and eried to him who had 
blotted out your tranſgreſſions for his name's ſake, 
to pardon theirs. The true children of God by 
Jeſus Chriſt, were the objects of a complacency 
heretofore unknown. They were beloved by you 
for the Father's ſake : you ſaw them to be the mea 
for whom Chriſt died; they were become temples 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and joint heirs with yourſelves 
of the fame everlaſting inheritance : upon thele | 
great accounts they were your delight, as the excel 
lent ones of the carth; and, by doing the will of 4 

| your 


by the Grace of the Cofpel. 11 


your heavenly Father, became as your brother, and 
ſiſter, and mother. Nay, in perceiving the love of 
Chriſt in laying down his life for them, you could 
even lay down your lives for ſuch brethren; and 
longed for the blefled day when all this love being 
made perfect, ſhould caſt out fear, and have an 
endleſs reign and joy among the general aſſembly 
above, knit together in indiſſoluble bonds, and all 
unto God and the Lamb for ever and ever. Afﬀe 
fections new, as are a parent's bowels upon recei- 
ving his firit-born, were in the day of your regene- 
ration felt by you! Paſſions formerly unconquer- 
able were brought into the obedience of Chriſt ! 


Z and acts of love before impoſiible were perfected 
»s within you ! 

* 4 No red bent by outward force, when diſengaged 
f from its holdings, more eagerly returns to its firſt 
u * ſtraight ſtate; no bird after confinement more 
n 2 joyfully reſumes its wings in flight, than our ſouls, 
en ſet free by the grace of the goſpel from that ſad cap- 
ur tivity wherein they were held to narrow guilty ſel- 
mn 3 fithneſs, return to God, and the objects of love he 
fin ſets before us; clearly ſhewing, that our firſt frame 
dur Vas love, as love in its full perfection is that image 
y OU to which the Father of ſpirits and God of love would 
ven now again renew us, by the tender mercies of the 
JOY» Þ goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, his Son. h 
_ ö When thus born again from above, as our love 
= to this heavenly Father is ſupreme, ſo love to 

7 


4 others, the reverſe of ſelſiſhneſs and crooked envy, 
d Dy becomes our heart's next warmeſt motion. To ex- 
cellence in others it is approbation; to their proſpe- 
| bee Irity, complacency. It defraudeth none, oppreſſeth 


les none; on the contrary, to ſorrow it is comfort, to 
mp MFvcakneſs ſtrength, eyes to the blind, ears to the 
ſelves Maca ; 
nele Ieaf. counſel to the ſimple and the wandering. To 
_ Ihe needy it is bounty, to the diſtreſſed, ſympathy 
: | 


ithout reſerve, and relief ſometimes beyond its 
POWer, 
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power. Itſuffereth long, and is kind, vaunteth not 
itſelf, is not puffed up, ſeeketh not its own, is not 
eaſily provoked, deviſeth not evil, rejoiceth not in 
iniquity which ruineth, but in the truth which ſa- 
veth men. 

Such is the ſpirit breathed from God into his 
new-born children by the goſpel. Much is it to be 
regretted, that it is ſo little. diſcovered by thoſe who 
call themſelves Chriſtians : but this changeth not 
the nature of Chriſtianity. Many ſuch heavenly 
fruits have appeared in the world by its influence, 
and will always appear in exact proportion as men 
are under its power. This is pure and undefiled 
religion, the firſt and laſt perfection of our natures 
moſt pleaſing to behold in others, delightful to feel 
in our own hearts, more ſo to be exerted by us. 
For, according to the true ſpirit of this love, moſt 
juſtly expreſſed by thoſe lips it ſuited ſo well to ut- 
ter it, It is more bleſſed to give than to receive (a).“ 


II. We are now led to conſider how this divine 
love which was in the apoſtle, exerted itſelf. Its 
object was well choſen: * I ſeek the profit of o- 
& thers, that they might be ſaved.” F4 

A diſpoſition to ſuccour in diſtreſs, and to com- 
municate happineſs, is, as we have already ſeen, the 
breathing of love. Its condeſcenſion ftoops to the 
loweſt object; nor doth its humility difdain the 
meaneſt office, to produce its kind effects. A pri- 


ſon will be viſited, a cup of cold water adminiſtered, .F © 


when theſe are called for to alleviate a preſent or 
temporary affliction, But there are greater objects 
found amongſt men for the exerciſe of this divine 
affection. | 

Who can ſay, that this earth, which God hath 
given to man, ſhould not be improved ?. the wide 
ocean, ſo fitted for commerce, not employed to 
convey the produce of diſtant countries, for the 
(a) Acts, xx. 35. 5 $ 


mutual 


. 
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mutual benefit of the inhabitants of different na- 
tions ? that the various talents and abilities where- 
with God hath endued men, ſhould not be encou- 
raged and exerted to the advancement of every 
laudable art and ſcience, when thereby the general 
happineſs of mankind is promoted? Humanity 
may, in theſe things, be much engaged, and far ex- 
tended : and when the Chriſtian ſo beholds it, he is 
ready to be affected, as our Lord was with reſpect 
to the young rich man in the goſpel, concerning 
whom it is written, And Jeſus beholding him, lo- 
ved him.” But when in the earth in general, and 
in his own country, he obſer ves, that, in the midſt 
of all this, one great thing is lacking” alas! 
more than lacking; that this proſperity deſtroys 
fooliſh men; and that, inſtead of the goodneſs of 
God leading to repentance, he is thereby the more 
forgot, his unſearchable riches, diſplayed for ſal- 
vation, neglected ; and impiety, irreligion, luxury, 
and vice in every view increaſed z; what can he do, 
but breathe a ſigh over the fruitful fields of the 
faſt improving country, and over the city of ſtirs, 


the joyous city, where the ſound of the harp and 


the viol ceaſeth not, and every diſſipating amuſe- 
ment reigns; while the awful words of his Lord is 
brought to his remembrance, “ (a) And as it was 
“in the days of Noe, ſo {ſhall it be alſo in the 
© days of the Son of man. They did ear, they 
„ drank, they married wives, they were given in 
„% marriage, until the day that Noe entered . into 
the ark: and the flood came and deſtroyed them 
all, Likewiſe alſo as it was in the days of Lot, 
they did eat, they drank, they bought, they 


7 « ſold, they planted, they builded : but the ſame 
“ day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire 
and brimſtone from heaven, and deſtroyed them 


(a) Luke, xvii. 26.—30. 
B « all: 
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„all: Even thus ſhall it be in the day when the 
« Son of man is revealed ?” 

Indeed, to ſuppoſe the beſt, grant that, in our 
purſuit of earthly things, the goodneſs of God 
were not ſo unhappily made, through our corrup- 
tion, the occaſion of our forgetting the great giver 
of it; that we thereby made leſs proviſion for the 
fleſh, to fulfil its luſts; and had leſs reaſon to dread 
the expected appearance of our Lord, to take ven- 
geance for the abuſe of this kindneſs; and farther 
admit, that humanity carried its ſpirit far amongſt 
us: ſtill would it, as a principle of action, fall ſhort 
of divine love. And the ſame offices, as inſpired 
by the one and the other, would be different in 
their beauty, their dignity, and joy. 

Where-ever God is, there is a majeſty to which 
nothing elſe can riſe; and in whatever heart or 
action he is regarded, a ſuperiority is felt. Reli- 
gion, therefore, and divine love, ſecking the profit 
of others in whatſoever way, doing all their works 
in regard to him ;—to his authority commanding, 
and his love conſtraining; give an elevation above 
human compaſſion, and its beſt fruits; and while they 
baniſh not, highly improve this amiable principle: 
ſo that the ſàme ſympathy with poverty, reproach, 7? 
or pain; the fame cloathing of the naked, or feed- 
ing the hungry, becoming the widow's ſhield, or 
orphan's ſtay ; the ſame kind acts of private friend- 
ſhip, or endeavours to advance public proſperity, 
as flowing from mere humanity, or dictated by 
regards to the Moſt High, are very different. 'There 
is a nobleneſs and beauty in the laſt, which the for- 
mer can lay no claim to. 1 8 4 
But Chriſtians look higher than to theſe things, 

in the benevolence of their hearts to men; “ that 
« they may be ſaved,” ſaith the apoſtle. It is not 
food, nor raiment, nor human greatneſs, nor the 
delicate pleaſure of the moſt refined arts * ; 
that 
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that is here the object of his good wiſhes to men, 
It is the welfare of their ſouls: and, if we reflect 
in the ſlighteſt manner on their value, we ſhall ap- 
prove of his love, in thus ſecking, above all things, 
their profit. 

The ſouls of men are the chief workmanſhip of 
God on earth, and of kin to the nobleſt ſpirits 
above. By many conſiderations their worth hath 
often been ſhewn, whether as conſidered in their 
own intrinſic excellence, or in the compariſon be- 
tween them, and whatever elſe hath been eſteemed 
and loved by men on earth. Your time, at pre- 
ſent, allows me to mention only the following con- 
ſiderations upon this part of the ſubject, 

It were enough, ſurely, to ſay, our ſouls muſt 
be valuable, becauſe God, the beſt judge of the 


: iy worth of his creatures, hath ſhewn ſuch diſtin— 
 F guiſhed reſpect and kindneſs to them. But this 
* will more abundantly appear, if we remember, 
A * that, after he had finiſhed his other works on 
In Z carth, God ſaid, Let us make man in our image, 
85 & after our likeneſs: and let them have domi- 
on % nion (a):” than which nothing, in regard to 
7 3 creatures, can be ſaid higher. Different degrees, 
„ FR we allow, may be in this reſemblance ; but who= 
— ſeoever is poſſeſſed of what is certainly included in 
dhe expreſſion, is of high rank in creation. Made 
Or. after God's image! like to him who is the only 
ad- Excellent, the only Potentate, the only Bleſſed! 
„ For in all theſe views was man made after the 
by image of God, And the reverence which, on this 
rc great account, God himſelf inſtructs us he would 
for- bave paid to him, is in this ſtriking manner ex- 
p preſſed, in the ſanction of that law he made for 
gs, his preſervation : ** Whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, 
7 4 by man ſhall his blood be thed: for in the 


= © image of God made he man (b).” To have this 
2 (a) Gen. i. 26. 4 (6) Ib, ix. 6. 
: a 


2 image 
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image in knowledge, holineſs, and dominion; to 
be framed capable of loving, and of being beloved 
of God, as dear children; of ſerving, and being 
blefled by him in the reward of honour and joy 
to have, on that account, a capacity of exquiſite 
ſenſibility in all his frame; in order to correſpond 
in happineſs, or miſery, either with his abiding in 
this bleſſed ſtate, or falling by tranſgreſſion from 
it; theſe are great things to be ſaid of any crea- 
ach and man muſt be valuable as they belong to 
im. 

So much the rather that he is immortal. At 
preſent, we diſcuſs not the ſubtilties of the cele- 
brated argument, for the immortality of our ſouls, 
as inſeparable from their immaterial ſubſtance. 
Nor is it needful we reſt this great point upon its 
unſatisfying iſſue. Neither ſhall we enlarge upon 
other very plauſible and comfortable preſumptions, 
which have been offered upon this ſubject. It may 
well ſuffice, that he, who only hath life and im- 
mortality in himfelf, and who, doubtlefs, hath 
power, on the one hand to bring to nought, or on 
the other to continue in endleſs life, any creature 
or work of his own hand he pleaſeth, hath brought 
this his determined purpoſe to light, that not our 
fouls only, but, after a glorious reſurrection, our 
badies too, ſhall die no more. How valuable a 
creature then is man! We are loſt in the endleſs 
proſpect of our exiſtence. What, in compariſon, 
are earths, and moons, and ſuns, and ftars, of 
whatever outward magnificence, ſplendour, or du- 
ration! In the balance they are light as air. In 
this ſure proſpect may the humbleſt perſons, whom 
the Son of God at firſt created after his Father's 
image, and hath now redeemed, unto whom he 


hath ſaid, Becauſe I live, ye fhall live alfo,” re- 2 


joice while they contemplate the longeſt lived, and 


ing 
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ing to the triumphant ſong belonging to their Lord, 
ſay with tranſport, „Of old haſt thou laid the 
& foundation of the earth: and the heavens are 
& the work of thy hands. They ſhall periſh, but 
& we ſhall endure: yea, all of them (hall wax old 
& as a garment; as a veſture ſhalt thou change 
ic them, and they ſhall be changed, but—our years 
« ſhall have no end (a).” 

All this is greatly heightened by our capacity to 
advance, and to be enlarged, during our immor- 
tality, to a degree now unknown. To illuſtrate 
this, we may obſerve, that in all the creatures of 
God there is a tendency to grow to a certain pitch 
of perfection originally intended for them. 'The 
ſmall ſeed that is caſt naked into the ground, 
ſpringeth up, ** firſt the blade, then the ear, after 
& that the full corn in the ear (5),” till it ripens 
manifold for the harveſt. 'The ſtately oak we now 
admire, was once a little acorn ; and when in its 
nobleſt ſpread, the growth of many f-afons, it is 
but the embryo extended. In like manner, our in- 
fant thoughts, by the inſtruction and improvements 
that are found upon earth, are capable of, and 
ſometimes do ſhoot up to many and great ideas, 
But as children cannot comprehend what in man— 
hood they thall arrive at; ſo neither ſurely can we, 
in theſe our firſt days, our infancy of regeneration, 
know what in eternity ſhall be attained. This ob- 
vious and ſtriking image we find made uſe of by 
the apoſtle, to illuſtrate this ſubjiect. For we 
© know in part, and we propheſy in part. But 
“% when that which is perfect is come, then that 
* which is in part ſhall be done away. When I 
was a child, I ſpake as a child, I underſtood as a 
child, I reaſoned as a child: but when I became a 
man, T put away childith things. For now we ſee: 


cc 
oo 


(a). Pſal. cii. 25,27. (5) Mark, iv. 28. 
B. 3 | © through 
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« through a glaſs, darkly ; but then face to face: 
| « now I know 1n part; but then ſhall I know even 
ll © as alſo I am known (a).“ | 
| Had Adam continued innocent, he would have 
been the meaſure of that perfection to which his 
j poſterity would have riſen, and beyond which they 
it could not have gone. High, no doubt, that muſt 
| | have been, in knowledge, honour, and felicity 
10 yet ſtill, however, beneath what, in a proper ſenſe, 
Jil is heavenly ; God having made him * a little lower 
0 % than the angels ().“ But Chriſtians have a per- 
{ot fection ſet before them, in a promiſed reſemblance 

| to Jeſus Chriſt, their new head, far above whatever 
that could have been. The firſt man is of the 

| % earth, earthy : the ſecond man is the Lord from 

| © heaven. As is the earthy, ſuch are they alſo 
d « that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, ſuch are 
| BY & they alſo that are heavenly. And as we have 

| 

| 

| 


. 
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4% born the image of the earthy, we ſhall alſo bear 
tt the image of the heavenly (c).“ To illuſtrate 
this, let it be confidered, that 
Jeſus Chriſt, in his human nature, was firſt a 
1 child; an infant of thoughts, as well as days: 
If The child grew, and waxed ſtrong in ſpirit (d).” 
14 And again, He grew, and waxed ſtrong in ſpirit, 
4 | 4 filled with wiſdom. He increaſed in wiſdom and 
' 
| 


« ſtature; and the grace of God was upon him (e).“ 

Ii In proceſs of time, the Spirit without meaſure came 

upon him, and the enlargement of his human foul 

was accordingly. And now the fulneſs of the god- 

head dwelling bodily in him, his human nature is 
| become the feat of all divine knowledge and glory, 
| and the medium of conveying theſe and all their 
| bleſſed effects to us. And when we remember what 

= | is written by the apoſtle John, © Beloved, now we 
| 


11 (a). x Cor. xiii, 9.12. (5) Pſal. viii. 5. 
4 (c) I Cor. xv. 47.49. (4) Luke, i, 80, 
el Luke, ii. 40. 53. 
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tc are the ſons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
« what we ſhall be: but we know that when he 
c ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall 
% ſee him as he is (a) :” as our Lord himſelf alſo 
ſaith to his Father, The glory which thou haft 
“given me, I have given them: that they may be 
& one, even as we are one (b);” we may juſtly cry 
out, How great is the goodneſs the Lord hath laid 
up for them that fear him ! How ſpiritual in body, 
how divine in ſoul, ſhall man in his immortality be- 
come, when thus made like the Son of God for 
ever! How noble the aim, then, to ſeek the profit 
of ſuch? infini::ly ſuperior to whatever elſe hath 
been named, as an object of benevolence and am- 
bition among men. Which will ſtill be more evi- 
dent, if we conſider, 

2. That the apoſtle's words, “that they may be 
te faved,” certainly include a preſent ftate of loſs ; 
fince the word “ ſalvation” plainly conveys an idea 
of reſtoration to what is in that condition. And 
ſo he indeed, who was beſt acquainted with our 
preſent fituation, interprets it, by ſaying, I am 
« come to ſ{eck, and to ſave that which was loſt (c).“ 

The leaſt hurt to a being ſo truly excellent as 
man, is much to be lamented. We often obferve 
a ſingle calamity, when remarkably ſtriking, though 
but earthly and temporary, producing general and 
high diſtreſs. The ruin of a beloved friend, 
or child, or huſband, hath not unfrequentl 
thrown into diſtraction, or been a weight whic 
hath ſunk down the afflicted to the grave. And if, 
in particular inftances, there can be fuch painful 
ſympathies, to what account can it be placed, but 
to the inſenſibility of death itſelf in ſpiritual things, 
that we are not moved to exquiſite diftreſs, when 
we hear it revealed from heaven, that all our race 

(a) 1 Tohn, iii. 2. b Il, 22. 

8 Lake, xix. 10. 0) Jonn, ph . 
| arc, 
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are, by tranſgreſſion againſt God, involved in a 
ſtate, only to be deſcribed, by its being ſaid,— 
«© they are loſt ?” 

Loſt! our ſouls, our immortal ſouls loſt! to 
what loſt ? to every perſon, and great purpoſe for 
which they were intended; to the moſt high God, 
by diſhonouring and offending, inſtead of pleaſing 
and glorifying him; to our fellow-creatures and 
brethren, by hurting, inſtead of proving uſeful to 
them in their beſt concerns; to ourſelves, by de- 
pravation and ſelf-deſtruction, in place of excelling 
and acquiring true happinels. ; 

Moreover, all this being the ſad fruit of inexcu- 
ſable guilt in the ſight of a holy and righteous God, 
it cannot be without his indignation, and its heavy 
effects. And lo it is written, The wrath of God 
« is revealed from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs, 
« and unrighteouſneſs of men (a);” and, The 
% ſoul that ſinneth ſhall die (5).“ And if this in- 
dignation and death (as ſome have unwarrantably 
ſaid) were only the daily expiring we are witneſſes 
of, it were much to be regretted, that ſuch ſhould 
be the lot, the univerſal lot of the whole race of 
mankind. Burt is it, indeed, the loſs of the breath 
of this life alone, which is in theſe threatenings ? 
No! doubtleſs the whole man, which had tranſ- 
greſſed, is affected by them, and principally that 
immortal ſpirit within, which gave the wilful and 
preſumptuous direction to the outward man, to be 
the inſtrument of its iniquity: and therefore, as 
from the beginning this inſtrument was ſubjected to 
death, ſo ſhame before the offended God, and 
dread of his diſpleaſure, were, from the moment 


of tranſgreſſion, juſtly the miſerable torment of the 


real criminal, the foul within. 8 

To the anguiſh and bitterneſs of this death, we 
may now be inſenſible, as it is a part of our unhap- 
(a) Rom. i. 18. (% Gen, ii. 17. Ezek. xviii. 4. 
| pineſs 
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ineſs by fin, both in the natural courſe of things, 

and by the divine judgement permitting it, that, 
for a ſeaſon, we ſhould be under the influence of 
ignorance, and liſtleſſneſs to what is ſpiritual. And 
ſo are we deſcribed by the Holy Ghoſt, when Chriſt 
came to redeem us; The day-ſpring from on 
« high hath viſited us, to give light to them that 
ic fit in darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death (a) ;” 
that ** fit” in darkneſs, contented and unalarmed, 
in ignorance of their true ſtate, when within the 
verge of extreme ruin and death. 

Far from this inſenfibility was the Son of God, 
when he came to ſave us. His life was a life of 
ſorrows: he was acquainted with grief. By day, 
abounding iniquity, and the obſtinacy and contra- 
diftion of ſinners againſt himſelf, and the ſalvation 
he was bringing from his Father, bowed him down. 
By night, ſtrong crying and tears, marred his coun- 
tenance more than any man's. As his hour ap- 
proached, he was confounded and knew not what 
to ſay; was ſorrowful unto death; and at laſt, 
being numbered ——_ tranſgreſſors by men, 
humbled under the buffetings of Satan, in agon 
under the forſaking of his heavenly Father, he 
gave up the ghoſt; that we might be accounted 
worthy to eſcape that awful wrath for fin, which 
we were neither able to deliver ourſelves from, nor 
ſupport ourſelves under. | 

Whence then come theſe different ſituations of 
Chriſt and us, with regard to tranſgreflion ? he, 
the holy and juſt One, and his Father's beloved, 
when bringing us to God, under agonizing diſtreſs, 
even to death; we, the really guilty, inſenſible 
and at eaſe ? Wheuce, but from this; that Jeſus 
was perfectly acquainted with the holineſs and righ- 
teouſneſs of him with whom evil cannot dwell, and 
the power of his anger againſt it; we, though juſt- 

(a) Luke, i. 78. 79. | ed. 
ly 


22 The Salvation of Men, 


ly meriting that anger, blind in our minds, and 
hardened in our hearts, againſt fear, on account of 
it? But our being fo, changeth not the nature of 
things; leaſt of all what is ſo unchangeable with 
God, his being of purer eyes than to behold ini- 
quity ; nor diſannulleth his purpoſe, to cauſe them 
utterly to periſh, who, in his holy judgement, ſhall 
finally be found guilty of it. 

But, my dear friends, are theſe things realities ? 
in very deed is ſuch*the ſituation of immortal men, 
fallen from God by iniquity ? and do the accounts 
proceed from God himſelf, the holy and true (a),“ 
and from his Son Jeſus Chriſt, who hath “ reſti- 
% fied to men, what he hath ſeen and heard of his 
« Father (6) ?“ 

We have heard the ſeverities of God in the ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt, and puniſhment of fin amongſt 
men, vindicated as proper, and of excellent uſe to 
ſupport the divine government in the world. We 
admit the reaſon, and have ground to believe, (as 
it is infinitely fit it ſhould be ſo), that the whole 
univerſe of God is influenced hereby (c). But we 
would till keep this good reaſon of theſe afflictions 
in its own place, as ſecondary and ſubordinate; 
while, as the high truth, we would aſſert, that as 
it is the great uſe of all the works of God, to ma- 
nifeſt his inviſible glory (d); ſo, in particular, this 
his higheſt poſſible act of government, in “ plea. 
6“ ſing to bruiſe his own Son, to put him to grief, 
6% when he made his ſoul an offering for ſin (e),“ 
did ſhew forth what really is his holy and righteous, 
as well as his merciful nature, before all in heaven 
and earth (f). © The earth,” thus beheld by the 
moſt exalted ſpirits above, “ is full of his glory (g). 


(a) Rev. vi. 10. (5) John, viii. 26. (e) Eph. iii. 10. 
(4) Ram. i. 19. 20.; Acts, xvii. 24. &c. ; Pſal. viii. 
(e) II. liii. 10. (F) Eph. iii. 10. ; II. vi. init. 
14 II. vi. 3. 3 Rev. iv. 8.—1 1. 
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And this is the“ glaſs, wherein, as with open face, 
« Chriſtians behold the divine glory, when they 
cc are transformed into its image (a).“ We would 
ſay, that in no inſtance hath the moſt wiſe God oc- 


caſion, in the government of his creatures, to hold 


out falſe colours, either to allure or awe them to 
his ſubjection; nor to raiſe in them falſe impreſ- 
ſions, or deceitful feelings; to anſwer ends which 
could not, by the power of the truth itſelf, be ac- 
compliſhed among them : that therefore he never 
declared himſelf more holy and juſt than he really 
was; nor ever annexed a ſanction to a law, by 
threatening, which was not juſt, and which, when 
incurred, was not righteous in him to execute : 
and in particular, when Chriſt, though a Son, en- 
dured the croſs, as our ſecond Adam, the juſt for 
the unjuſt, to bring us to God, he * ought to have 
6“ ſuffered theſe things (5b) :> As, in like manner, 
and diſplaying the ſame glory, when the laſt judge- 
ment ſhall be finiſhed, and the ſentence paſſed up- 
on the guilty, © Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
« everlaſting fire,” the ſong ſhall righteouſly aſcend 
from all the holy ones of God, © Juſt and true are 
„ thy ways, O King of ſaints ! Who ſhall not fear 
tc thee, O Lord! and glorify thy name? for thou 
« only art holy (c).“ 

Theſe things being ſo, how is man loſt by fin ! 
Say but the half, the leaſt part of this poor repre- 
ſentation of ztheſe our deep concerns, was true; 
what are all the ruins and wrecks, over which the 
eye of man hath mourned, or his heart been fad, 
when compared to this? If upon any deſolations 
in this world, the “ earth” is ſaid “ to languiſh, 
« Lebanon to be aſhamed, and hewn down, Sha- 
« ron to become a wilderneſs, Baſhan and Carmel 
« to ſhake off their fruits (d) ;” or higher ſtill, upon 


(a) 2 Cor. iii. 18. ; Rom. iii. 25. 26, (6) Luke, xxiv. 26. 
(%) Rev. xv. 3. 4. (4) If, XI Iii. 9. | 
| ſuch 
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l ſuch occaſions, is ** the ſun” ſaid to © be darken- 
« ed, the maon to with-hold her light, the ftars 
« to fall, and the powers of the heaven to be ſha- 
« ken (a) ?” is Jeremiah to be admired, when ca- 
lamities came upon his nation, that he wiſhed “ his 
| « head were waters, and his eyes a fountain of 
„ tears, that he might weep day and night for the 
« flain of his people (4) ;” or, upon an after threat- 
ened deſolation, do we juſtify Mordecai, ** rendin 
«& his cloaths, putting on ſackcloth with aſhes, — 
« going into the midſt of the city, even to the 
* king's gate, crying with a loud and bitter cry (c)?“ 
what anxiety and grief ſhall we find proportioned 
| to this vaſt and endleſs ruin from God himſelf, fo 
Ii! merited by our ſin, and in due time ſo certainly to 
be executed in a ſecond death, from which there 
| is no deliverance, but where miſerable man muſt 
c pay the uttermoſt farthing (d)?“ If from the 
| |  _.. bitterneſs of this death a deliverance is poſſible, how 
| great indeed is the profit, and how well choſen the 
it * lad that way ? Which brings us to 
| Ys 

it! 3. That from this loſs there may be a recovery 
li tc that they may be ſaved,” ſaith the apoſtle. 

Ir is the intention of Chriſt, in coming to the 
| world, and of all the ſcriptures, which teſtify of 
him, to declare this grace ; that by him, according 
to the mercy of his Father, men may be ſaved. And 
no wonder this ſalvation is ſaid to be © great (e).“ 
| | Every thing that enters into the notion. of greatneſs, 
is found in it, 

An alleviation in ordinary calamities comforteth ; 
but where the ruin is vaſt and total, alleviation is 
not regarded. 'The deliverance muſt be perfect, 
elſe the grief aſſuageth not. The wife of Phinchas, 
when the ark of God was taken, her father-in-law 
and' huſband killed, was told of the birth of her 


( Matth. XXIV. 2 i (8 er. ir. I. (e) Eſth, iv, 1. 2. 
3 e 5 Heb. u. 3.0 
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ſon, 


the great Objeft of Chriſtian Benevolence. 25 


ſon, and bid “ not to fear; ſhe anſwered not, nei- 
tc ther did ſhe regard it. She named the child I- 
tc chabod, ſaying, The glory is departed from Iſ- 
« 'rael (a).” Thus muſt it have been with loſt man, 
had his redemption not been complete, (ſo im- 
menſe is his ruin by tranſgreſſion), when he ſhould 
have become truly ſenſible of it. But his ſalvation 
is perfect; the greateſt poſſible to man, the great- 
eſt ever God beſtowed. The depths of all his coun- 
ſels, the heights of all his grace, the energy of all 
his power, the riches of all his bounty, the mani» 
feſtation of all his glory, are here; nothing is with- 
held, or left undone. The love paſſeth all know» 
ledge; and whatever that could dictate, or his own 
Son atchieve, or his Spirit influence, from the depths 
of ſlavery and death, to the heights of liberty and 
life eternal, is accompliſhed for this redemption. | 
- Before this ſalvation is revealed, the preparations 
are exceeding great, paving the way for its appear- 
ance in our world. In deſcription, all nature, all 
within the knowledge of man, is ranſacked to ſet 
forth its beauty, greatneſs, and excellence. On 
account of tranſgreſſion the world had been brought 
under a curſe; but in the view of this ſalvation, 
© the earneſt expectation of the creature waiteth 
&« for the manifeſtation of the ſons of God; be- 


„ cauſe the creature itſelf allo ſhall be delivered 


« from the bondage of corruption, into the glo- 
“ rious liberty of theſe ſons (5). In the mean 
time, “in the wilderneſs waters are ſaid to break 
* out, and ſtreams in the deſert, the parched ground 
* to become a pool, and the thirſty land ſprings of 
* water (c).“ „The heavens rejoice, the earth is 
“glad, the ſeas roar, and the floods clap their 
% hands. All the trees of the wood, the field and 
«all that is*therein rejoiceth (d).“ The moun- 
(4) 1 Sam. iv. 20. Ke. (3) Rom. viii. 19. 21. 
n c (4) Pſal. xcvi. penult. 
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© tains ſhall drop down new wine, and the hills 
<< ſhall flow with milk, and a fountain ſhall come 
6 forth of the houſe of the Lord, and ſhall water 
« the valley of Shittim (a).“ “The glory of Leba- 
* non is given to it, the excellency of Carmel and 
4 Sharon : they ſhall ſee the glory of the Lord, 
cc and the excellency of our God (65).” „The 
« wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the lamb; and they 
« ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all God's holy moun- 
4 tain (c).“ 

Moreover, * the light of the moon ſhall be as 
<c the light of the ſun, and the light of the ſun 
4 ſhall be ſevenfold, as the light of ſeven days, in 
< the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of 
«© his people (d).“ For behold, I create new 
4c heavens, and a new earth: and the former ſhall 
E not be remembered, nor come into mind. But 
« be you glad and rejoice for ever in that which I 
ac create: for behold, I create Jeruſalem a rejoi- 
<c cing, and her people a joy (e).“ 

To theſe figures in deſcription were added many 
types, and figns, and prophecies, railing expecta- 
tion high concerning the great thing ſet forth by 
them. In ſubſerviency to this, the other import- 
ant affairs of providence in the world were carried 
on. Wonderful favours and preſervations were 
vouchſafed to one peculiar people, among whom 
this redemption was to appear; while the riſe and 
fall of many other kingdoms were in connection, 
or ſhadows of what belonged to this great event. 

When the fulneſs of time for its manifeſtation 
came, however unattracting to men, ſeeking after 
_ _ ſplendid figns, or falſe ſcience; though little ſuit- 
ed to the wiſdom, or the carnal views of this world, 
either in former or latter ages; yet to thoſe whoſe 
eyes are open to diſcern what is truly excellent, and 

a) Joel, iii. 18. (5) II. XXxii. 2. (c) If. xi. 6. 9. ; Kv. 25. 

03 . 26. (9) (e) i ht. f2M q 
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whoſe hearts are prepared to judge what is true 
wiſdom, it appears far above“ whatever eye had 
« ſeen, or car had heard, or heart of man had 


„ formerly conceived, even the hidden wiſdom, 


« which God before the world had ordained unto- 
« our glory (a).“ 

They obſerve men, when this ſalvation comes in- 
to the world, © walking in a vain and evil courſe, 
« according to the prince of the power of the air, 
« the ſpirit that worketh in the children of diſobe- 
« dience; fulfilling the deſire of the fleſh, and of 
« the mind (b) ; walking in laſciviouſneſs, luſts, 
% exceſs of wine, revellings, banquetings, and a- 
« bominable idolatries (e); aliens from the com- 
c monwealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers to the cove- 
6 nants of promiſe having no hope, and without 
God in the world (d).“ This is the ſcripture- 
account of the ancient world, to which all other 
hiſtory agrees; as indeed doth the preſent ſtate of 
thoſe dark parts of the earth, which are full of the 


habitations of cruelty ; where men are found, men 


capable of the divine image, and who hereafter are 
to ſtand before the awful judgement-ſeat of God, 
to receive a final ſentence for eternity, leading a 
life ſcarcely above that of the beaſts of the field 
they hunt for prey: as in other countries, where 


| ſociety,” and the arts of life, have had long foot- 


ing, but where this revelation hath not ſpread its: - 
light and influence; with regard to the true God, 


his worſhip and ſervice, and whatever belongs to 


the great concerns of an eternal ſtate, deep igno-- 
rance, and the moſt depiorable idolatry and ſin, 
prevail. | 
In a ſituation lo forlorn, who can ſufficiently ad- 
mire and value the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, viſiting 
men with light in the midſt of darkneſs? It is a 
) Eph. ii. a. 3. 
no) Eph. ii. 12, 
C 2 Eingdomy, 


(a) x Cor. ii. 7, 9. 
1 . 
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kingdom, that though it cometh not with obſerva- 
tion, yet doth it in reality contain the moſt clear, 
certain, and comfortable knowledge of our deareſt 
and moſt important intereſts. ä 

Here only are given true and diſtinct views of the 
ſpirituality, the holineſs, righteouſneſs, mercy, and 
faithfulneſs of the great God with whom we have 
to do. A foundation.is laid in a divine propitiation 
for pardon and reconciliation to us. guilty men, 
and, by a ftrange manner, of love, for a new and 
higher ſonſhip to God, than we were at firſt ho- 
noured with. By this. goſpel we are directed to a 
heavenly, ſublime, and acceptable worſhip, through 
a great High Prieſt, who is already paſſed into the 
heavens, and is there accepted and glorified of God 
his Father, Herein alſo we ſee our Redeemer ex- 
alted, to all power in heaven and earth, for his bo- 
dy's ſake the church; able thereby to uphold this 
kingdom, and all who belong to it, to the end; 
and to make all things work together for good to; 
his redeemed. Here do we find a gift; not the re- 
newing man's ſpirit only, that candle of the Lord, 
which at his creation was given to guide him, but 
the Holy Ghoſt, now purchaſed and ſent down from 
on high, for the moſt neceflary and beſt purpoſes; 
even to quicken, purify, uphold, comfart, and bleſs 
the people of this kingdom. By his influence be- 
ing born again, they are delivered from their for- 
mer vain converſation, and from the law of fin in 
their members. He maketh them free by the truth, 
that they may no longer faſhion themſelves accor- 
ding to their former luſts; but as he who calleth 
them is holy, ſo to become holy in all manner of 
converſation ; and every way to prepare them as 
veſſels of mercy for glory. To all theſe things the 
hoſts of angels above miniſter ; a new union is de- 
clared amongſt all in heaven and earth, moſt inti- 
mate, dear, and indiſſoluble; all at laſt to be mp” 
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ed up in one inexpreſlibly glorious appearance of 
God to judgement z when, according to the goſpel 
of this ſalvation. and kingdom, all nations ſhall be 
40 rome together (a),” to receive an impartial- 
and final ſentence for eternity; when new heavens: 
and a new earth ſhall be brought forth, incompa- 
rably more excellent than the preſent 5; where the 
endleſs day ſhall be no longer the brightneſs of a 
created ſun, but the glory ſhining forth from the 
God of this ſalvation, and the Eamb fulfilling it, 
for ever and ever; and where the night, its juſt and 
ſad reverſe, ſhall be utter and endleſs darkneſs, ma- 
king the terror beyond conception great. 

Can higher things than theſe enter into the heart 
of man? or is it exaggeration to ſay, that the“ light 
©« of our moon,” under the revelation of them, is 
© as the light of any former ſun” for knowledge; 
and the light of our ſun,” or the high: enlighten= 
ings of the Holy Ghoſt in their brightneſs, and: 
comfort to our ſouls, is“ as the ſhining of ſeven. 
« days,” under any former diſpenſation ?' 

And do we, oh my friends! do we hear the ma-- 
ny congratulations to this age, upon the advance-- 
ment of human learning and arts, which termi- 
nate with this preſent life ? and do we obſerve ſo 


much elevation in the few men of taſte: in theſe: 


things, (for comparatively few they muſt ever be), 
above the common herd of mankind; who are ig- 
norant of them? do we ſee aſſociations formed, 
and a ſpirit raiſed to propagate and improve in: 
them? And ſhall not we, who profeſs to believe in 
what hath been ſet forth concerning the redemption: 
of immortal, but-loſt men, be engaged to ſeek their: 
profit, in becoming. partakers of ſo vaſt a mercy; 
fo infinitely ſuperior to every poſlible poſſeſſion or: 
refinement upon earth, and that. not confined to a: 


(e) Matth. xxv. 31. 32. | 
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few, but extended to many? for the more that are 
| intereſted in this beſt treaſure, it is ſo much the 
"Wh happier to each individual belonging to it. Which, 
| leads, | is nat ee e 
| 2. To ſay, that as we have ſeen how well choſen 
il the object of the apoſtle's benevolence was, the ſal - 
11 vation of men; we now add, ſo was that object 
widely extended in his loving ſoul; “ that many 
& may be ſaved.” Tem re 
In all reſpects, we are fearfully and wonderfully 
made. Nor is it the leaſt inſtance. wherein the di- 
| vine wiſdom and kindneſs hath abounded in our 
frame, that we are not only capable of enjoying ſa- 
tisfactions more properly our own (a); but by our 
capacity of union with others; in our own, we may 
be ſaid to be poſſeſſed of the advantage of many 
lives; in as far as, by ſocial and intereſted com- 
1 munication With the knowledge of others, their 
love, and their attainments, we enter into their 
it joys, and make them all our own. Ir is guilty ſel- 
| filhneſs that hath, and would for ever rob us (as 
| | of every other true blefling) of this boundleſs ſatiſ- 
| faction. 
Every principle hath its ſpirit, and purſueth its 
ends accordingly. Obſerve the way of degenerate 
is ſelf : it ſets out with a care ſeemingly prudent, to 
8 fecure the means of ſubſiſtence and comfort, againſt 
| future calamities; but mark how it narrows its con- 
ned circle. Againſt the world in general, it pleads 
| its country; againſt its country, it pleads its fami- 
| ly ; againſt its fawily, it often pleads itſelf; and a- 
| gainſt its preſent ſelf, it pleads uncertain; futurity, 
I denies its very ſelf the cheer it hath laboured for, 
| and grudgeth itſelf comforts, in the vain fear of 
wanting them, and not ſeldom ſtarveth in the fad 
dread of ſtarving. Light, raiment, fuel, food it- 
felf, have, in the natural courſe of ſelfiſhneſs, been 
(a) Gal. vi. 4. | TEE 15. » 
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denied to themſelves, 'by. ſelfiſh and miſerable men 
abounding in every thing. 
Not ſo the men whom God by his grace hath 
taught to love. Having been firſt led to a concera 
about their own ſalvatiun, and to love God for his 
perfect excellence, as well as grace in Chriſt Jeſus, 
they find their ſouls open wider and wider in kind 
affection to others. | 

They admire one ray of light, becauſe it is beau- 
tiful, whenceſoever it proceedeth; but they more 
admire the ſun, becauſe his rays are many and un- 
confined; becauſe he ſpreadeth them far and wide, 


to make multitudes glad with his light, and heat, 


and kind influence. 

They approve of any of their brethren pouring 
conſolation into one boſom; any kind Samaritan, 
whoſe compaſſions bind up the wounds of one di— 
ſtreſſed, atfording wine, and oil, and care, and 
charges for his relief, refreſheth their own bowels: 
they more admire a Mordecai, © ſeeking the wealth of 
4% his people, and ſpeaking peace to all his ſeed (a);“ 
becauſe the objects of his benevolence are a multi- 


tude, a whole nation: but it is the Chriſtian love 


which only and fully gratifieth their ſouls widely 
extended in kindneſs. By this, indeed, they are 
led to enter into the ſatistactions of a whole uni- 
verſe, and their joy is full; “ becauſe, in the diſ- 
„ penſation of the fulneſs of times, God gathereth 
« together in one all things in Chriſt, both which 
« arc in heaven, and which are in earth, even in 
© him (6).“ Where-ever the boundleſs love of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus goes, in all its © heights, and 
*. depths, and breadths, and lengths,” there would 


they follow until they are truly “ filled with all the 
© fulneſs of God (c).“ 


This apoſtle was a Jew, and knew national at- 


tachment and love beyond many; but when God 


(=) Eſch. x. 3. (4) Eph. i. 20. (e) Bęh, ii. 18. 19. 


revealed 
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revealed his Son to him, as the Redeemer of * alk 
„% men without difference,” the unfearchable riches- 
of this grace ſuited his benevolent and loving foul. 
He triumphed in his deliverance from national fet- 
ters, which ſo violently had held him; he magni- 
fied his office, as apoſtle to all nations; calleth up- 
on Chriſtians to hold faſt this liberty; nor would he 
yield ſubjection, no, not for an hour, to the greats 
eſt apoſtle of the circumcifion, pointing at the leaſt 
thing that tended to cramp this grace. What plea. 
ſure doth he take to proclaim Chriſt, as“ Abra- 
© ham's feed, which was to bleſs all nations;” and 
iQ ſetting forth, agreeably to this, that it was not 
6 Greek or Jew, circumciſion or uncircumciſion, 
& barbarian, Scythian, bond or free,” that theſe 
diſtinctions were no more; “ but Chriſt was now all; 
« and in all (a)!“ 

Our preſent context affords a noble illuſtration 
of this wide benevolence in Paul. The Jew, the 
Greek, and the church of God, were concerned in 
the diſpute about idolatrous meats at Corinth; and 
all might be hurt or profited by his conduct as to 
that queſtion. He ſaw the conſequences, and the 
flame of divine love immediately caught hold of his 
ſoul : ſelf-denial took place; rather than offend 
the leaſt, by his eating that fleſh, (though he had 
more knowledge and liberty than them all in that 
matter), he would chuſe “to eat no fleſh while the 
„ world ſtood (b).” Nor Jew, nor Gentile, nor 
the church of God, ſhould fall, or be in danger 
of offence by him. I ſeek not mine own profit, 
faith he, I ſtudy not my own gratification ; “ I ſeek 
& the profit of many,” of Jews, of Gentiles, of the 
church of God; my heart is enlarged in love to 
all denominations of men; my wide arms would 
comprehend them all in one loving embrace for ſal- 
vation. | | 

(a) Col. iii. 11, (5) I Cor. viii 13. | 
FOO The 
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The doctrine of the former head was intended 
to ſhew the value of immortal man, and the ele- 
vation of benevolence, in ſeeking ſo great a profit 
as his ſalvation. And, indeed; to ſave one ſoul 
from death, appeared to the apoſtle James a great 
matter: Brethren, if any of you do err from the 
„ truth, and one convert him; let him know, 
e that be which converteth the finner from the 
error of his way, ſhall. ſave a ſoul from death, 
& and ſhall;hide a multitude of ſins (a).“ But in 
this deſiring the ſalvation of many men, the heart 
is dilated to its wideſt dimenſions, and is to the ut- 
moſt gratified and filled. 

Happy the boſom where this divine love reſides ! 
The poſſeſſion, you ſee, is not of one, but of 
numberleſs hearts. Nor doth it tire in the exer- 
tion, but, like a fountain truly heavenly, wideneth 
and increaſeth in an endleſs courſe. What the a- 
poſtle panted for was eternal ſalvation; a perfect 
ſtate of knowledge, honour, holineſs, and felicity 
to a multitude of men which no man can number, 
heightened to the utmoſt by the conſideration of 
their merciful eſcape from abſolute miſery, and the 
ſad and everlaſting continuance of others, e 
their impenitence, in that wretchedneſs. 

And have we reaſon and judgement, and ſhall 
we not engage them in this deepeſt concern of our- 
ſelves and others? Can our imaginations. realize 
futurities, and ſhall theſe proſpects we have laid 
be fore you not be moſt in view? Can hopes, and 
fears, and ſympathies be raiſed by earthly objects, 
and not in theſe general and eternal intereſts of. 
3 be exerted to the utmoſt? How is it 
thus? 

What little things do often tranſport with joy, 
or ſink us in the deepeſt plunge of affliction ? be- 


[ tween; which effects and their cauſes: there is no 


(4) James, v. 19. 20. FF 
Xs reaſonable 
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reaſonable. proportion. But let us ſuppoſe caſes 
where ſuch height of concern could moſt be juſti- 
fied, or leaſt with-held on earth. Say, we beheld 
the devouring deep, in its tempeſts, cauſing many 
ſhipwrecks; an earthquake ſwallowing up great 
Cities, and their inhabitants; or fire from heaven, 
as at Sodom, creating conſternation and anguith, 
beyond expreſſion. If, in ſuch awful ſcenes, the 
utmoſt concern and activity to deliver (ſuppoſing a 
deliverance but poſſible) were natural and unavoid- 
able; to what uncommon ſtupidity is this inſen- 
Gbiliry, about one another's falvation from wrath 
to come, to be attributed ? that in all other, tho? 
incomparably leſs dangers and troubles of our fel- 
low-men, our bowels are juſtly and laudably mo- 


count of it, when it teacheth, that this otherwiſe 


man, in theſe ſpiritual affairs, is one of the ſad 
fruits of tranſgreſſion, and of the miſerable agency 
of Satan, who, in holy judgement, is thus permit- 
ted, upon account of his rejecting the authority and 
the mercy of God, to blind him (a); whereby his 
heart, in theſe matters, hath become deceitful a- 
bove all things, and deſperately wicked, who can 
know it (b)? or otherwiſe alga a reaſon for this 
conduct. 

For upon what principle i in men is it, if they had 
only heard ſuch great and intereſting things hinted 
as poſſible, from any good authority, that they do 
not univerſally and with anxiety ſearch into the 
grounds of the report ? whence, if, upon inquiry, 
the matter appeared but probable, that they can be 


fulleſt ſcrutiny, the perſuaſion of their reality, as 
amongſt us, is e can an apology for in- 
(a) Ila. vi. 9.; 2 Cor. iy, 4. (5) Jer. xvii. 9. 

| difference 


ved, and in this greateſt of all.their concerns, only 
unmoved ? Or doth the ſcripture give the right ac- 


unaccountable blindneſs and n of heart in 


cool? and whence, above all, when, after the 
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difference be made? Is this like the behaviour of 
reaſonable creatures, or like, our conduct in any 
other thing, where our own or other's intereſts are 


concerned on earth? Or rather, would not a ſimi- 


lar courſe, though in matters confeſſedly of infi- 
nitely ſmaller importance, be deemed the madneſs 
of folly, and the guilty judged unworthy of the 
name of rational men by their fellows ? 

Were there grounds indeed for infidelity, as to 
the danger or ſpiritual redemption we ſpeak of; or 
could it be proved we were not immortal, to poſ- 
ſeſs either the joys of a reſurrection from the dead, 
and the glory that ſhall follow, or to endure the 
anguiſh of having fruſtrated the grace of God; 
an indifference about eternity were, no doubt, ju- 
ſtifiable : a noiſe might be made in the world con- 
cerning theſe things, to anſwer other purpoſes, but 
the wiſe would juſtly be unalarmed. But this is 
the only footing upon which the want of zeal about 
the ſalvation of men can be vindicated. For as be- 
tween ſuch proper infidelity, and the fulneſs of the 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt for redemption, there is no 
juſt medium; ſo neither know we of any temper 
which can be juſtified, between the abſolute care- 
leſſneſs concerning the eternal intereſts of men, 
which ſuits the former, and all the zeal about our 
. own, and our brethrens redemption, which, by 
every bond of God and man, becometh the latter. 
That ſuch are the ſentiments of Chriſt himſelf, we 
know; who, while upon earth, declared, “ That 
« he who was not with him, was againſt him; and 
« that he who gathered not with him, ſcattereth 
© abroad (a).“ Thus alſo, after the fulleſt mani - 
feſtation of, his own zeal for ſouls, from the height 
of his glory, he commanded it to be faid to the 
Laodiceans, * Becauſe you are neither cold nor 
„hot, I will ſpue you out of my mouth (5).” And 

(a) Matth. xii. 30. _ (6) Rev. iii. 15. 16. 
7 | | | ſhall 
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. ſhall not this be the reaſon, when at laſt God 
finally judgeth us, and upon thoſe very principles 
too that are planted” within us, and by which we 
paſs all our ſentences-upon one another, - (excuſing 
or condemning), that the mouths of many men 
{hall be ſtopped, and he glorified in their con- 

demnation, for unnatural want of bowels, in not 
ſeeking the profit of others, in ſo great a concern 
as their eternal ſalvation ? It is thus the © flothful” 
ſhall be accounted © wicked and unprofitable ſer- 

% vants, commanded to be tied hand and foot, and 
* caſt into outer darkneſs, where there ſhall be 
« weeping and gnaſhing of teeth (a).” 
And, O! my friends, which of-us all may not 
be touched and humbled here, as very guilty con- 
cerning our brethren, if not towards our own ſouls. 
alſo! and who amongſt us ſhould not give earneſt 
heed to our Lord's warning to a lukewarm church, 
« Be zealous, therefore, and repent (6);“ and be 
determined henceforth, where-ever there are men 
in danger, and men to fave, that there, in our 
different ſpheres, as God gives us opportunity and 
power, ſhall our concern be excited, and our in- 
fluence exerted |” In order to ſtrengthen us in this 
happy reſolution, we proceed to conſider, 


III. Thoſe examples which the apoſtle bringeth 
to enforce his exhortation upon the Corinthians, 
to ſeek the profit of many for their ſalvation. And 
. theſe are, firſt, his own; and, ſecondly, that from 
whence he learned this his ſpirit and way, the per- 
fect pattern of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe ſteps they, with 
himſelf, were bound as Chriſtians to tread in. 
For * he that faith he abideth in him, ought him- 
“ ſelf alſo ſo to walk, even as he walked (c).“ 
All are ſenſible of the force of example, either 
to what is good or evil. Few there are in the 
1 (a) Mat. Av. a6. 30. (3) Rev. iii. 19. (e) 1 John, ii. 6. 
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\ world upon whom it hath not influence. Inſtruc- 
* tion is thereby more eaſily, as well as ſtrongly 
conveyed than by precept, though under the clear» 
eſt teaching and the beit adapted addreſs. What 
is called for, is beheld practicable, our diſpoſition 
for ſociety and imitation gratified, and our emu- 
lation excited. The recommendation in every view 
is ſuperior, as a living original is to a picture; 
which, however finely executed, is ſtill without 
actual and real life. As the apoſtle was deeply 
concerned that the Corinthians ſhould be filled 
with this ſpirit of diſintereſted good-will for the 
ſalvation of one another, he allowed not his argue 
ment to want this force: In this, ſaith he, be ye 
& imitators of me;” take me for your pattern. 
Egotiſm, or the mentioning one's ſelf or doings, 
is ordinarily a vain and diſagreeable thing- This 
the apoſtle knew, and often calls it folly (a); that 
is, it is the action of a fooliſh man: yet ſometimes 
it is neceſſary, ſometimes beautiful. How extremely, 
for inſtance, was it ſo in himſelf, when Feſtus im- 
puted madneſs to him, whilſt he made that apolo- 
gy, which almoit perſuaded Agrippa to become a 
Chriſtian? “„ Would to God,” ſaid he, “ that all 
© here were not only almoſt, but altogether ſuch 
« as I am, except theſe bonds (5).” And, upon 
| this occaſion too, when he would have the Corin- 
thians delivered from mean and deſtructive ſelfiſh. 
neſs, and enlarged to true and divine benevolence, 
in “ ſeeking the profit of many, that they might 
& be ſaved;“ ſenſible of the importance of his ex- 
hortation, and deſirous to fail in nothing that 
might be of uſe to incline them to yield to it, he 
adds the weight of example to his former argu- 
ments: and in tull conſciouſneſs of the purity of 
his own conduct in this view, a conduct too with 
which they were well acquainted, by his long abode 


(a) 2 Cor. xi. 16. 23. 5 (3) Acts, xxvi. 19. 
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at Corinth; willing alſo to avail himſelf of that 
right to conſideration, which, as their only ſpiri- 
tual father, he had from them (a), he recalls to their 
remembrance his own diſintereſted and loving beha- 
viour among them, in order to allure them to the 
like beautiful and heavenly temper; “ to ſeek every 
&© man, not his own, but his neighbour's wealth.” 

The whole of what hath formerly been ſaid, was 
intended to ſet forth the excellence of this ſpirit ; 
and it is now our deſign to conſider the Apoſtle 
Paul as an eminent example, how far this can be 
carried into practice and real life, that we may be 
perſuaded to imitate him, in * ſeeking the profit 
* of many, that they may be ſaved.” Let us then, 

1. Obſerve ſome previous things about the apoſtle, 
over-ruled by God, to produce in him ſo remark- 
able a degree of this amiable ſpiricz and, 

2. The various methods in which it was actually 
exerted in him. 

Firſt, We take notice of ſome previous things 
N about this apoſtle, which God over- ruled, to pro- 
| duce. to an eminent degree the neglecting his own, 

while he ſought “ the profit of many others, that 
«© they might be ſaved.” 

1. It is fit here, firſt of all, to take notice of 
= thoſe remarkable ſtrong natural parts wherewith 
= Paul was originally endued. Quick in his appre- 

| henſion; acute, ſagacious, and penetrating in every 
thing that required judgement; in imagination, ar- 
1 dent; in expreſſion, animated and vigorous; in 
) addreſs to different perſons, and in various fitua- 
tions, wiſe, condeſcending, and happy ; in his whole 
| frame ſanguine, yet to all men patient. 

God, to whom all his ways are known from the 

beginning, foreſceing the uſe he had, in the firit 

days of his goſpel, for one ſo qualified, for this 

end raiſed up, and ſcparated Paul from his mother's 
(a) 1 Cor. iv. 16.—19. | 
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womb for his ſervice (a), over-ruling other circum- 
ſtances alſo, which were proper for his being * a 
“ choſen veſſel, to bear his name before the Gen- 
« tiles, and kings, and the children of Iſrael (b).” 

Thus, by birth, it was fo ordered in providence, 
that he ſhould be a Roman (c); by blood, an He- 
brew of the Hebrews (d); that his education ſhould 
be liberal and learned, as, by his. good improve- 
ment of it, he profited above many his equals (e); 
that his profeſſion ſhould be of the ſtricteit kind; 
and himſelf in that profeſſion, in his own and o- 
thers eyes, blameleſs: on' all theſe accounts well 
known, admired, and much truſted by the chief 
prieſts and rulers of his own people (J). 

2. Again, it was permitted, that with theſe re- 
markable qualities, and under theſe ſeemingly fa- 
vourable circumſtances, he ſhould be found in 
that ſituation, which, our Lord had declared, was 
« farther from the kingdom of God than that of 
© publicans and harlots (g);” farther from the 
conviction of fin, or whatſoever -belongs to true 
repentance, and farther from that faith in the go- 
ſpel which is neceſſary to ſalvation, than apparent- 
ly the moſt abandoned people of the earth. It 
was ſo. From all the temper which belonged to 
his own ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, and from all the 
benevolence which was neceſſary to the calling ma- 
ny men to be ſharers with him in it, he was at a 
great diſtance. 

The pride of his own righteouſneſs as an out- 
wardly blameleſs Phariſee, threw him into a violent 
oppoſition to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, in his 
ſpotleſs obedience unto death, as what alone pleaſes 
his Father for men, ſtaining all the pride of their 
glorying, while yet it perfectly ſaves them. 'The 


(a) Gal. i. 15. (3) Ads, ix. 15. (c) Ib. xxii. 28. 

(4) Phil. iii. 5. (e) Gal. i. 14. (F) Acts, Xiii. 5. 

(gs) Matth. xxi. 31. 32. | 
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pride of his untainted blood as an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews, filled him with a contempt of the un- 
circumciſed Gentiles, through a miſunderſtanding 
and perverſion of the true ſpirit of the law and 
the prophets. The natural quickneſs of his ſpirit, 
his intrepidity, his zeal under the direction of ſuch 
principles, ſtrengthened by the conceit of ſo much 
learning, and the flattery of men of the firſt cha- 
racters of his own nation and religion, carried him 
into the moſt exceſſive hatred of that name, and 
that truth, which alone can ſave men: ſo that, af- 
ter having once dipped his hand in the blood of 
the firſt martyr Stephen, he is pointed out as the 


moſt remarkable deſtroyer of every perſon and 


thing which belonged to Chriſt or his ſalvation, 
« As for Saul,“ faith Luke, „he made havock of 
« the church, entering into every houſe, and ha- 
ﬆ ling men and women, committed them to pri- 
« ſon; therefore they were ſcattered abroad (a).“ 
And with this agreeth his own account to Agrippa: 
Which thing I alfo did in Jeruſalem : and many 
& of the ſaints did I ſhut up in priſon, having au- 
« thority from the chief prieſts; and when they 
c were put to death, I gave my voice againſt 
% them. And I puniſhed them oft in every ſy- 
« nagogue z— and being exceedingly mad againſt 


« them, I perſecuted them even to ſtrange cities (b).” 


This dreadful ſpirit had ſo entered into, and indeed 
ſo wholly poſſeſſed him, that it ſeems to have be- 
come as his very life; for it is written of him, 


« And Saul yet breathing out threatenings and 


« ſlaughter againſt the diſciples of the Lord, went 


« unto the high prieſt, and defired of him letters 


& to Damaſcus, to the ſynagogues, that if he 
“ found any of this way, whether they were men or 
6“ women, he might bring them bound to Jeruſa- 
«© lem (c).“ In this violent and horrid ſcene, he 
(a) Acts, viii. 3. (5) Ib. xxvi. 10. IT. (c) Ib. ix. I. 2. 
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was far from being guiltleſs, notwithſtanding his per- 
ſuaſion that he was therein doing God good ſervice. 
Humanity was buried by this injuri-us ſpirit, nor 
could any law of God be brought to vindicate ſuch 
deſolations. Indeed he was highly criminal. He, 

robably, was nearly of the ſame age with our Lord, 
at leaſt a full-grown man, when he was crucified 3 
and theſe things fell out about the ſecond year after 
his death and reſurrection. Many circumſtances. 
make it clear, that he was not unacquainted either 
with the facts or evidences of © hriſtianity, which at 
that period were ſo public and ſo extraordinary. 
He himſelf could tell Agrippa, “For the King 
© knoweth of theſe things, before whom I ſpeak 
« freely: for I am perſuaded, that none of theſe 
& things are hidden from him; for this thing was 
“ not done in a corner (a).“ Nay more, not long 
after the time of Paul's violence againit the name 
and brethren of Chriſt, and his converſion, Peter 
ſaid to Cornelius, “ The word which God lent un- 
© to the children of Iſrael, preaching peace hy Je- 
“ ſus Chriſt, (he is Lord of all), that word, vou 
© KNOW, which was publiſhed throughout all Ju- 
& dea, and began from Galilee, after the baptiſm 
« which John preached ; how God anointed Jeſus 
« of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoſt, and with 
„% power; who went about doing good, and heals 
ing all that were oppreſſed of the devil; for God 
& was with him ().“ If a ſtranger then, and a 
Roman centurion, could be well acquainted with 
theſe things; much more Paul, ſo inquiſitive and 
zealous about every thing for or againit this way. 
The violence he was guilty of, indeed, was done by 
him in ignorance and unbehet, which made him 
pardonable, but that was all. Had he breathed the 
lame ſpirit, and done the ſame actions, “ knowing” 


(2) Acts, xxvi. 26. (3) Acds, x. 36. 37. 38. 
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that Jeſus was the Chriſt, © he neither could have 
1 Heen forgiven in this world, nor in that which is 
& to come (a).“ Yet this concludes him not inno- 
cent. If we are not accountable for the uſe of our 
leading faculties, our underſtanding and judgement, 
we muſt beleſs fo for the conſequences flowing from 
their determinations : a doctrine which throws eve- 
ry thing loofe at once. In particular, Paul's igno- 
rance and unbelief in his circumſtances were crimi- 
nal; nor can any thing be bronght as an apology 
for them. And theſe, when clothed with blaſphe- 
mies againft the Bon of God, with ſuch wide and 
deep injuries to man, with blood itfelf, with the 
blood of thoſe God moſt loves, and of whom the 
world was not worthy, and that, too, ſhed for con- 
feſſing the truth dear to him; made Paul, as him- 
felf afterwards acknowledgeth, a chief tranſgreflor. 
His humility and ſelf-abaſement did not exaggerate 
His crime, when he ſaid he was © the chief of ſin- 
„ ners (6).“ 

3. It was in this awful ſituation that ſovereign 
mercy laid hold upon him, and brought him to call 
Jeſus, Loxp; an act of ſovereignty directed by in- 
finite wiſdom. What ſo proper as this high and 
ſtriking inſtance of it, to alarm and convince the 
obſtinate Jews perſecuting the name of Jeſus? He 
was known to all their prieſts and rulers; known 
for his learning, his religion, and zeal for their 
way; ſo that, more than twenty years. after, he 
could ſay at Jeruſalem, before all, I am verily 
& a man which am a Jew, —brought up in this ci- 
* ty, at the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to 
te the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, 
« and was zealous towards God, as ye all are this 
„% day. And I perſecuted this way unto the death; 
« —as alſo the high prieſt doth bear me witneſs, 
& and all the eſtate of the elders; from whom I re- 

(2) Matth. ii. 32. (6) Tim. i. 13. 15. . 
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A cc ceived letters unto the brethren,” &c. (a). And 
fo alfo to Agrippa, My manner of life from my. 
& youth, which was firſt among mine own nation 
tc at Jeruſalem, know all the Jews, which knew 
% me from the beginning, (if they would teſtify), 
& that after the moſt ſtraiteſt ſet of our religion, 
« J lived a Phariſee (b).” For this end, then, to 
reach a laſt and extraordinary conviction to the 
Jews, how wiſely did the ſovereignty of grace chuſe 
this man to ſalvation, and conduct the whole man- 
ner of his converſion? What poffibly can be con- 
ceived more adapted to rouſe them to a ſober and 
impartial conſideration of the truth of the goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to excite in them the faith of his 
being the true Meſſiah; or render them more in- 
excuſable, if, after this ſtriking evidence of it, they 

ſhould ſtill perverſely refuſe him and his ſalvation ? 
— On the other hand, who amongſt them being 
convinced, by this converfion, of the truth of Chri- 
ſtianity, could deſpair, by its grace, of obtainin 
mercy? Which is indeed one reaſon he himſelf 
aſſigns for his becoming ſo remarkable an inſtance 
of it: Howbeit for this cauſe I obtained mercy, 
„that in me firſt Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all 
< long-ſuffering, for a pattern to them who ſhould 

© hereafter believe on him to life everlaſting (c).“ 

How many and wiſe, then, were the ends of this. 

gracious diſpenſation, reſpecting others? 

4. But the converſion of Paul, and the manner 
of it, as it regarded others, is not the only previous 
obſervation we find neceſſary to make, in order to 
ſet our preſent argument for his benevolence to men, 
in its proper light. It is fit we ſhould add, that the 
effects were the higheſt poſſible for exciting this 
blefſed temper in himſelf ; as will be evident, if we 
conſider, 


(4) Atts, xii: 3. 4. 5. a 
. . 26. > (5) Ads, xvi. 4. 5 
I. That 
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1. That every thing which oppoſed this divine 
diſpoſition in his ſoul, was thereby caſt out; while 
thoſe principles which lead to the tendereſt love to 
others, were eſtabliſhed within him. | 

By the diſcoveries that were made him, in his 
converſion, of the riches of the grace of God as the 
only ſource of his ſalvation, and of the righteouſ- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt his Son, as what alone could 
make him accepted in the fight of his holy Father, 
he was effectually humbled, and emptied of all the 

ride of his own knowledge and righteouſneſs, 
which heretofore had exalted him in his own eyes, 
while he deſpiſed others. Once he thought him- 
ſelf to be ſomething 3 now was he effectually taught, 
“% he was nothing (a);” that “ in his fleſh dwelt no 
« good thing (5) ;” that“ no fleſh could now glory 
« in God's preſence, but he that glorieth, muſt 
&« glory in the Lord (c);” that “he differed no- 
« thing from others,” — nor any one from another, 
but as grace made the difference (d) ;” that as to 
himſelf, he © was leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints (e); 
% not worthy to be called an. apoſtle, becauſe he 
% had perſecuted the church of God ();“ that 
c what he had received was freely given him of 
© God;” that God, who was rich in mercy, for 
© the great love wherewith he had loved men, when 
& he was dead in fins, had quickened him,” even 
as others, in Chriſt Jeſus (g).“ Though, «if 
c any other man thought that he had whereof 
& he might truſt in the fleſh, he had more;“ yet 
he was taught, (and this judgement ever remained 
with him), to © count every thing but loſs, for the 
« rightcouſneſs of God by Jeſus Chriſt (þ);” ſo 
that his great labour“, or ambition, whether pre- 


(a) 2 Cor. xii. II. (b) Rom. vii. 18. 
(c) 1 Cor. i. 29.—31. (d) 1 Cor. iv. 7. 
(e) Eph. iii. 8. (J) Cor. xv. 9. To. 


(2) Eph. ii. 4. 5. (5) Philip. iii. S. rs her. 
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fent in the body or abſent, now or hereafter, was, 
ſo, “to be accepted of God (a);” „keeping his 
« body in ſubjection, leſt, while he preached this 
« poſpel to others, he himſelf might become a 
cc caſt-away (65);” as this at laſt was his joy and his 
triumph, that he had © fought this good fight, and 
c kept this faith (c).”— Thus in his converſion was 
ſelf deſtroyed in its foundations; he was inſtructed 
in, and only ind-bted to divine mercy, effectuating 
ſalvation for him; he was thoroughly penetrated 
with the glorious truth concerning it; he ſaw this 
to be the ſpring of redemption to all men; he was 
captivated with the beauty of this grace, and ſmit- 
ten with the like love to the ſouls of others, as 
had overcome and ſaved himſelf. The tinct was 
deep in his ſoul, nor did the ſtrong impreſſion ever 
fade. | 
As is a fountain, ſo will its ſtreams flow and riſe. 
The ſalvation of all men, as the doctrine of the go- 
ſpel ſhews us, is equally from grace. The corn 
that inſenſibly groweth up to maturity, in a length- 
enced ſeaſon, is not leſs the effect of all-ſufficiency, 
than what, by a divine command, might be found 
ſpringing up and ripened in a moment. Yet, by 
ſuch ſudden appearance, would we be more deeply 
impreſſed with the ſenſe of the power of God pro- 
. ducing it, in the one caſe than in the other. Men 
are apt in this imperfect ſtate to be ſo affected; and 
God for their good, when neceſſary, is pleaſed 
ſometimes ſo to accommodate his diſpenſations ta 
them. Lhe ſurpriſing circumſtances, therefore, of 
this apoſtle's converſion, naturally made the moſt 
laſting impreſſions of the abundant grace diſplayed 
in his redemption, upon his own heart, as well as 
upon thoſe of others (d); made him ever exalt it, 
and the more earneſtly, as a matter of gratitude, 


(a) 2 Cor. v. 9. (b) x Cor. ix. 27. 
(e) 2 Tim. iv. 7. (4) Gal. i. 23. 24, 
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as well as love, ſeek, that many ſhould be under 
obligations to the ſame grace with himſelf, that his 
redeeming Lord, in all, might be glorified (a). 
From his own heart, ſo replete with an admiration 
and ſenſe of mercy, the ſtream run all his life long 
full and ſtrong towards others, both that they might 
2 be ſaved, and that his Lord might be] magni- 
ed. 

2. Along with bis own ſalvation ſo diſpoſing his 
mind towards others, he received a commiſſion to 
preach this redemption to them. His being ſo 
remarkably called by grace, and having Chriſt re- 
vealed in him, made him feel the weight of God's 
declared intention by him, immediately, and with 
power. I conferred not,” ſays he, „with fleſh 
* and blood (5) ;” but ſtraightway preached Chriſt 
in the ſynagogues (c).“ It is not neceſſary, at 
preſent, we ſhould enter minutely into the que- 
ftions, concerning the time he was conſtituted the 
Apoſtle of the: Gentiles; nor when he received 
firſt the revelation about preaching to them the 
unſearchable riches of Chriſt. We know, that, 
when in a trance at Jeruſalem, his Lord faid to 
him, Depart; for 1 will ſend thee far hence to 
© the Gentiles (d).“ The , boundleſs love of God 
and Chriſt was then manifeſted to him; the ſcrip- 
tures reſpecting the calling of the Gentiles, were 
opened'; then the pride of his being an Hebrew of 
the Hebrews was no more; any barbarian was wel- 
come to his loving embrace, as the moſt genuine 
ſon of Abraham according to the fleth ; his remain- 
ing bonds which held the Chriſtians of the circum- 
_ cifion, were looſed, and his heart was enlarged to 
the extended offices of this divine love to ſouls, 
which ever after he laboured and rejoiced to fulfil. 
How ſweetly and willingly he felt the force of theſe 

(a) Gal. i. 24. (5) Gal. i. 16. 
(c) Acts, ix. 20. (d) Acts, xxii. 21. 
_ obligations, 
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obligations, we learn from himſelf in the moſt en- 
dearing language. I am a debtor both to the 
& Greeks and Barbarians, the wiſe and the unwile : 
& ſo that, as much as in me is, I am ready to 
tc preach the goſpel” (through whatever dangers) 
© to you who are at Rome alſo (a).” Not only 
was he pleaſed with theſe obligations, but he tri- 
umphs as honoured with the higheſt privilege, by 
being laid under them. Whereot I was made 
tc a miniſter, according to the gift of the grace of 
© God given unto me, by the effectual working of 


c his power. Unto me, who am leſs than the leaſt 


© of all ſaints, is this grace given, that I ſhould 
ce preach among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches 
&« of Chriſt (5).” Neither did he count his life 
ce itſelf dear to him, if he might fulfil the mini- 
© ſtry he had received of the Lord Jeſus (c).“ 

In order to fulfil it, after theſe foundations were 
laid, in his perſonal obligations to grace, in his 
ſouls being thoroughly caſt into the mould of that 
love which ſaved him, as well as in his high deſig- 
nation to this ſervice by the will of God, and ap- 
pointment of - Jeſus Chriſt; he was fully inſtructed 
in this doctrine which is able to ſave ſouls. This 
he had, not by the teaching of any man, but by 
the revelation of Chriſt himſelf (d), as well by vi- 
ſions on earth, as being caught up into the third 
heavens (e), to hear more than he could impart in 
human language to men (J); and alſo by the con- 
ſtant abiding of the Holy Ghoſt within him, filling 
him with all wiidom, knowledge, and fpiritual un- 
derſtanding.—To declare this to all nations, with- 
out difference, he was endued with the gift of 
tongues above all others (g).—To prove its being 
from God, he had the power of working all ſort 


(a) Rom. i. 14. 15. . (5) Eph. iii. 7.8, (e) Acts, xx. 24. 
(4) Gal. i. 12. (e) Acts, xxii. 17. | 3h 
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of miracles, even to the raiſing from the dead; 
nay of conferring thoſe powers upon others, by the 
laying his hands upon them (a). And though, 
through the abundance of revelations, his outward 
-man was rendered weak and infirm, yet was the 
grace of God more abundantly with him, ſhewing 
with the greater evidence, whence it was that his 
goſpel became wiſdom and power unto the ſalvation 
of many (6). 

Having ſaid theſe things concerning the prepara- 


tion of this apoſtle for going forth into the world, 


lying in wickedneſs and idolatry; to declare re- 
demption; let us next illuſtrate, how, when ſo 
prepared, he actually exerted the ſpirit of love 
which was in him, for bringing men into the obe- 
dience of faith, that they, according to its doctrine, 
might be ſaved. 5 
And he did this by a faithful and full declaration 
of that truth which alone is able to ſave ; — he did 
it, by an exertion of all his powers in this ſervice; 
he ſhewed it by his joys when ſucceſsful,—by his 
ſorrows when he prevailed not; by his diſintereſt- 
edneſs and ſelf. deuial in promoting this goſpel to 
the ſalvation of men; — by his great and unceaſing 
labours ; — by continued perſonal ſufferings ;— and 
when in old age, and in certain views of diffolu- 
tion, by engaging thoſe he loved moſt, in labours 
and hardſhip, in order to advance the ſame cauſe. 
1. We ſay the apoſtle © ſought the profit of ma- 
c ny, that they might be ſaved,” by a clear and 
full manifeſtation ot that truth he had received 
from Jeſus Chriſt, for the ſalvation of men. That 
name, belides which there is no other given under 
heaven, whereby men can be ſaved (c), and that whole 
doctrine of redemption which accompanieth it from 
above, was made known to him, as hath already 
been obſerved, that he ſhould publiſh it to the 
(a) Ads, xix. 6. (5) 2 Cor. xii. 9. (=) Acts, iv. 12. 
| | world 
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world for their ſalvationz and as “ a ſcribe well 
« inſtructed to bring out of his treaſure things new 
« and old (a),“ he failed not to declare them. 
Knowing that “ in the unity of this faith, and of 
« the knowledge of the Son of God, the body of 
« Chriſt was to be edified, and thereby Chrift 
« brought to his perfect ſtature (6),” in preaching 
that faith he was unalterably ſtedfaſt. The truſt 
was high; and he could ſay, “ But as we were al- 
« Jowed of God to be put in truſt with the goſpel, 
te even ſo we ſpeak, not as pleaſing men, but God, 
« who trieth our hearts. For neither at any time 
„ uſed we Hattering. words, as ye know, nor a 
« cloak of covetouſneſs; God is witneſs. Nor of 
« men ſought we glory (c).“ © And ſeeing we 
% have this miniſtry, as we have received mercy, 
« we faint not; renouncing the hidden things of 
« diſhoneſty, nor handling the word of God de- 
« ceitfullyz but by manifeſtation of the truth, we 
commend ourſelves to every man's conſcience in 
the fight of God: ſo that if our goſpel be hid, 
« jt is hid to them that are loſt (d).“ While he 
declared the teſtimony of God, he would mingle 


with it no man's wiſdom to pleaſe the Greeks; he 


was determined to know nv doctrine for ſalva- 
« tion, but Chriſt and him crucified (e);“ nor 
uſed he any guile or enticing words to perſuade 
men to believe it, but alone for that end truſted 
« in the demonſtration of the Spirit and the 
% power (J).“ To pleafe the Jews, he would not 
conceal nor keep back ought which belonged to it. 
In this Peter might fail; and even Barnabas, that 
„good man, might be carried away with the diſh- 
« mulation (g):“ but when this apoſtle * ſaw that 


(a) Matth. xiii. 52. (65) Eph. iv. 1232. 
e) I Theſſ. ii. 4. 5. 6. (4) 2 Cor. iv. I. 2. 3. 
(e) 1 Cor. ii. 3. (F1 Cor. ii. 4. 5. 
{g) Gal. ii. 13. I | 
| E 6 they 


50 . Chriſtian Benevolence exemplified 


« they walked not uprightly, according to the truth 
© of the goſpel, he would not give place by ſub- 
1c jection, no not for an hour, that the truth of 
© the goſpel might continue with the church (a).“ 
According to the wiſdom,” that is, the full ex- 
tent of revelation, given unto him, did he unfeign- 
edly deliver it to men, that they might be ſaved. 
« I kept back,” ſaith: he, „nothing that was pro- 
4e fitable ; and takes all to record, that he was pure 
« from the blood of all men, for he had not ſhun- 
„% ned to declare unto them the whole counſel of 
% God (6).” He could ſay to the Corinthians, 
« Our rejoicing is this, that in ſimplicity and god- 
6% 1y ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the 
« grace of God, we have had our converſation in 
© the world; and have ſpoke all things to you in 
46 truth.” | 1 
2. The apoſtle diſcovered his fervent love to ſave 
ſouls, by exerting his whole talents and powers in 
purſuit of this good object. We have formerly ta- 
ken notice of his ſtrong natural parts, and his learn- 
ed education; nor miſſed he any occaſion to make 
excellent uſe of theſe, to promote his darling end 
of ſeeking the profit of many to fave them.— His 
profiting in the Jewiſh religion above his equals, 
he often availed himſelf of to eſtabliſh the faith of 
Chriſt amongſt them: * And Paul, as his manner 
« was, went in unto the Jews, and three ſabbath- 
& days reaſoned with them out of the ſcriptures ; 
« opening and alledging, that Chriſt muſt needs 
« have ſuffered, and riſen again from the dead; 
cc and that this Jeſus whom I preach unto you, is 
«. Chriſt. And ſoine of. them believed (c),“ &c. 
His Greek learning, in like manner, he turned to 
advantage, in his diſputes with philoſophers, rea- 
ſoning with them upon their own principles, and 
(a) Gal. ii. 5, 13. 14. (5) Acts, xx. 20. 26. 
(c) Acts, xvii. 2. 3. 4. 7 4 
citing 
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citing their own poets, to the great purpoſe of lay- 
ing foundations for leading them to the faith of 
Chriſt the Redeemer (a). The polite addreſs where- 
of he was maſter, he employed, to gain a more 
favourable hearing to the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
before kings and governors z becauſe, according to 
the will of God, he“ would have theſe and all 
© men to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of 
© the truth (5b).” His natural ardour he wholly 
engaged in this cauſe, and thereby was produced 


; an elevation and vehemence becoming the heaven- 
ly things he declared to men, his anxiety for their 
; deliverance from the wrath to come, and their be- 
> coming partakers with him of a heavenly inherit- 
1 ance. In the ſame ſpirit, he was ready to conde- 
1 feend, in his love to ſouls, to every prejudice or 

weakneſs in men, as far as conſcience could poſ- 
e ſibly allow him, in the gentle and long: ſuffering 
n temper of his great maſter, who “put not new 
* % wine into old bottles, leſt they ſhould periſh (c).“ 
* « We were gentle among you,” (faith he to the 
e Theflalonians), „even as a nurſe cheriſheth her 
d © children. Ye are witneſſes, and God alſo, how 
is « holily, and juſtly, and unblameably we behaved 
8, © ourſelves among you that believe: As you know, 
of © how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged 
er every one of you, as a father does his chil- 
h- « dren (d).“ — With tenderneſs and prudence, con- 
5 3 ſiſtent with integrity, yet animated with zeal, he 
ds adapted himſelf to every denomination of men, 
d; that he might gain of them all to ſalvation: “ For 
is ++ though I be free from all men, yet have I made 
cc. % myſelf ſervant unto all, that I might gain the 
to * more. Unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that 
— © I might gain the Jews; to them that are with» 
nd * out law, I became as without law, that I might 


(a) Acts, xvii. 22. 23. (6) 1 Tim. ul. 4. 
(e) Matth. ix. 17. (A4) 1 Theſſ. ii. 7. 10. Ir. 
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« gain them.—To the weak became I as weak, that 
„might gain the weak. I am made all things to 
« all men, that I might by all means ſave ſome. 
« And this I do for the goſpel's ſake, that I might 
*© be partaker thereof with you (a).“ Thus be 
would not by any means fruſtrate the grace of 
God to any, and therefore employed his whole 
powers, opportunities, and advantages, to bring 
men without exception to ſalvation by it. 

3. Succeſs in this great point, was the joy of his: 
heart. It were to tranfcribe almoſt his whole 
writings, to ſhew how in exhortations, commands, 
thankſgivings, and prayers, this was the longing 
and gladneſs of his ſoul {b). To be the inſtrument 
himſelf of converting men to Chriſt, or to hear of 
it by others, alway revived him (c); therefore, if 
„ Chriſt was preached,” (though even in ſpite to 
himſelf, which yet God might make his wiſdom 
and power to fave), © he. did and would re- 
% joice (d).“ To obſerve men when converted, 
« ſtanding faſt in the Lord,” was his life (e). If 
they kept the ordinances (F),” the appointed 
means of Chetan, it excited his praiſe. And the 
advancement of Chriſtians in particular graces, 
was the gladneſs of his heart. Good tidings of 
the faith and charity of the Theflalonians comfort- 
ed him in all his afflictions (g). The obedience of 
the Romans by word and deed (+þ), the patience of 
the Philippians and Theflalonians (i), the liberality 
of the churches of Macedonia and Corinth (4), as 
flowing from the faith and love of the goſpel, and 
the evidences of the power of its grace in them, 
were the rejoicing of his ſoul. If any had fanned, 
= x Cor. ix. 19.—23. (5b) Rom. i. 11.; and xv. I3.; 


i. 23. and vi. I.; Col. ii. x2.; Eph. i. 17.3; Phil. i. 4. 8.; 
and ii. 26.; 2 Cor. i. 14. () Rom. i. 8.; Col. ii. 1.; and ii. 5. 


4) Phil. i. 18. (e) 1 Theff. iii. 8. ) 1 Cor. xi. 2. 
g) 1 Thefl. iti. 6. (4) Rom. i. 5.—8.; v. 18. 
(#) Phil. i. 30.; 1 Theff. iii. 2. (4) 2 Cor. viii. and ix. 
; even 
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even to a degree not named among the Gentiles, 
to ſuch an one, and to all who had ſoothed him in. 
his wickedneſs, upon hearing of their unfeigned 
repentance, how exceedingly is he comforted, how 
impatient to confirm his love to them all (a)! His 
anxiety for the comfort and proſperity of all Chri- 
ſtians, is evident by the care of all the churches 
coming daily upon him, even of thoſe he was not 
perſonally acquainted with, but whoſe converſion 
he heard of: For I would that ye knew what 
6 great conflict I have for you, and for them at 
% Laodicea, and for as many as have not ſeen my 
face in the fleſh: that their hearts might be com- 
« forted (),“ &c. In ſhort, the whole bent and 
longing of his ſoul was, that men might be ſaved: 
* God is my record,” faith he, “ how greatly I 
long after you all in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt. 
„For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of re- 
% joicing? are not ye in the preſence of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt, at his coming? For ye are our 
glory and joy (c).“ 

4. But jealouſy in the fear of, and grief at the 
diſappoiotment, are equally the ſymptoms and con- 
comitants of genuine love, as the joy of poſſeſſion. 
Therefore, in the apoſtle's love for the ſalvation of 
men, his anxiety leſt any ſtumbling-block thould be 
put in their way to it, is great. What holy indig- 
nation did he expreſs againſt Elymas, for attempting. 
to turn but one from the faith? „O full of all 
« {ubtilty, and all. miſchief,” ſaid he, thou child 
of the devil, thou enemy of all righteouſneſs, 
wilt thou not ceaſe to pervert the right ways of 
« the Lord? And now, behold, the hand of the 
« Lord is upon thee, and thou ſhalt be blind (d),“ 
&. How earneſt with Timothy to ſhun profane. 
and vain babblings, and errors concerning the 

(a) 2 Cor. vii. 4. 7. 16. (8) Col. ii. x. 2. 
(e) 1 Thell, ii. 19, 20. (4) Acts, xiii, 10. 
Hrs % truth ; 
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truth; which, he obſerved, did eat as doth a can- 
ker, and overthrew the faith of ſome (a)?“ How 
uneaſy at the ſeeds of divifion in the church of 


Corinth; how jealous, leſt through ſubtilty they 


ſhould be corrupted (6)? In an unexpected ab- 
fence of Titus bringing tidings to him concerning 
them, he had no reſt in his ſpirit, but went from 
Troas to Macedonia to meet him; being “ trou- 
« bled on every fide, as without were fightings, 
« and within were fears (c).“ Who was weak, 
and he was not weak? who was offended and 
ready to fall, and he burned not with zeal for his 
recovery (d)? When Peter himſelf, by his conduct, 
endangered ſome, he withſtood him to the face (e); 
and ſo ſevere was he upon Hymeneus and Alexan- 
der, feducing Chriſtians to their errors, that he 
delivered them over to Satan, that they might 
learn not to blaſpheme (J).“ In the ſame ſpirit 
of love, he was © in great heavineſs, and continual 
„ forrow in his heart for his brethrens ſake the Iſ- 
« raclites,” in their obſtinately rejecting the goſpel 
of ſalvation (g). When the Galatians are in dan- 
ger of loſing or denying the truth in the capital ar- 
ticle of it, juſtification alone by Jeſus Chriſt, he 
grieves, expoſtulates, and warns (5). Are the Co- 
rinthians lifred up in fin by glorying in a great 
tranſgreſſor, he ſinks under the load, his fleſh hath 
no reſt ; and becauſe, after all, he ſuſpected ſome 
had not thoroughly repented; in his coming to 
them again, he was afraid his God would humble 
« him (i). | 

5. He further demonſtrates * his not ſeeking his 
« own profit, but the profit of many, that they 
% might be ſaved,” by carrying his “ difintereſted- 


(a) 2 Tim. ii. 16. 17. (5) 2 Cor. xi. 2. 3. 

() 2 Cor. ii. 12. and vii. $. (4) 2 Cor, xi. 29. 

(e) Gal. ii. 3 (F) I Tim. i. 20. (2 Rom. ix. 2. 
(5) Gal. ii. 2. ; Ib. ui, init. (i) 2 Cor, xii. 21. 


6 neſs 
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« neſs and ſelf-denial” far, while he proceeded in 
this benevolent deſign in the world. | | 
None could more firmly eſtabliſh the principle 
of the labourer's being worthy of his hire; that 
therefore, they who laboured in the beſt fervice on 
earth, at the altar of God, by that altar thoul& 
live (a). Yet as his grief was, that many * made 
« pain of godlineſs (b),” ſo he not only ſought not 
in in this fervice, but declined to receive even ne- 
ceflary ſubſiſtence from many churches (c) Ha- 
ving, according to the cuſtom of his country and 
age, in his youth been bred to a handycraft- em- 
ployment, he could ſay, “ F have coveted no man's 
« filver, or gold, or apparel. Tea, yourſelves 
% know, that theſe hands” (hands often and ear- 
neſtly ſtretched out in beſeeching them to be ſaved) 
© have miniſtered to my neceſlitics, and to them 


that were with me (d). — “ Or I only and Barna- 


„ bas, have not we power to forbear working? 
Who goeth a warfare any time at his own char- 
ges? who planteth a vineyard, and cateth not of 
„ the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and 
© cateth not of the milk of the flock? Say I theſe 
© things as a man? or faith not the law the ſame 
© alſo? — Nevertheleſs, we have not uſed this 
* power; but ſuffer all things, left we ſhould hin- 


der the goſpel of Chriſt. — What is my reward 


*« then? Verily, that when I preach the goſpel, I 


„may make the goſpel of Chriſt without charge, 


that I abuſe not my power in the goſpel; for it 
« were better for to me die, than that any man 
« ſhould make my glorying void (e).“ “ Have I 
commuted an offence in abaſing myſelf, that you 
« ſhould be exalted, becauſe I have preached to you 
© the goſpel of God freely? Wherefore ? becauſe 


(a) 1 Cor. ix. 13. (4) 1 Tim. vi. f. 


(le) 1 Theſſ. iii. 8. (4) Acts, xx. 31. 32. 
(e) 1 Cor. ix. 6. 7. 1. 15. 18. * | 
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love you not? God knoweth. But what I do 
« that I will do, that I may cut off occaſion from 
« them which deſire occaſion (a).“ Therefore he 
was (and confidering his great bodily. weakneſs and 
infirmity, it was no wonder he thould be) (6), “ in 
* wearineſs and painfulnels, in watchings often, in 
„hunger and tbirft, in Ur, en in cala and 
« nakedneſs (c). 
- Nor was it as to outward ig only, that the 

ſtle, in love of mens ſalvation,” was difintereſted 
and ſelf-denied; he was no leſs ſo, to internal plea- 
fare. ' Who hat more opportunities of gratifying 
the refined, but guilty ſatisfaction of ſuperiority 
over the minds of others, in all the delicacies of 
power? But, faith he, „not that we have domi- 
6e nion over your faith, but are helpers of your 
joy (4).“ When he heard of ſome approaches 
this way, by calling him maſter upon earth,” in 
holy indignation he exclaims, Ve are yet carnal, 
&« and walk as men. For while one faith, I am of 
„% Paul, and another, I am of Apollos, are ye not 
« carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, 
« but miniſters by whom ye believed, even as the 
Lord gave to every man (e)?“ What ſelt. ne- 
glect did he diſcover, when, to the Corinthians, he 
faid, „Now I pray to God, that ye do no evil; 
* not that we ſhould appear approved, but that ye 
© ſhould do that which is honeſt, though we be as 
© reprobates: for we can do nothing againſt the 
ce truth, but for the truth. For we are glad, when 
e we are weak, and ye are ſtrong; and this alſo 
we wiſh, even your perfection (f).” Nay fo low 
doth he lay himſelf in ſelf-denying love for their 
ſalvation, that he could ſay, 1 will "OE _ 


(a) 2 Cor. xi. 7. II. 

(3 x Cor. iii. 3.3 Gal. iv. 533 4 Cor. K. 501 720 
() 2 Cor. xi. 27. b ragtobies 2 (c) 3 Car. ii. 3. 
Cf) 2 Cor. xiii. 7, 8, 9. | | 

« ſpend, 
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«ſpend, and be ſpent for you, though the more 
40 abundantly I love you, the leis I be loved (a).“ 

6. But this full exertion of power and talents, 
this joy or grief, this diſintereſtedneſs and ſelf-de- 
nial for the ſalvation of men, was not the firſt ſtart 
of affection upon his obligations to the love and 
mercy of God for his own ſalvation; it lowed from 
a living and abiding principle, and was the labour 
of his whole life, even to old age. : 

This ſpirit of divine love, in obedience to bis re- 
deeming Lord, he diſcovered indeed, from the firſt 
moment,of his converfion., 4 Whereupon, O King 
% Agrippa, I was not diſobedient to the heavenly 
viſion: but ſhewed firſt unto them of Damaſcus, 
« and at Jeruſalem, and throughout all the coaſts 
© of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they 
** ſhould repent, and turn to God (6).” More 
than twenty years after that event, it is written of 
him, After theſe things were ended, Paul pur- 
« poſed through the ſpirit, when he had paſſed 
„ through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jeru- 
« fatem, ſaying, After I have been there, I muſt 
*.alſo ſee Rome (c) — And again, afterwards, 
when at Corinth, “80 that from Jeruſalem, and 
round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preach- 
ed the goſpel of Chriſt; and when I have per- 
„formed this, and have ſcaled to them (at Jeruſa- 
lem) this fruit, I will come by you into Spain (d).“ 
But his unwearied journeying is beſt feen by attend- 
ing to his hiſtory as recorded by his companion 
Luke, in the Acts of the Apoſtiꝑs ; or in the trea- 
tiſes of thoſe: learned men, ho have carefully tra- 
ced his ſteps from year to year, and with exactneſa 
thewed them to the world *, Nor could any —_ 


Fs 2 Cor. xii. 15. (5) Accs, xvi. 19. 20. 
(e) Acts, ix. 224. (4) Rom. xv. 19 28. 


* See. Pearſon in annal. Paulinis ; ; Uſſerii annal.; -Langius de 
Vita Pauli ; : and Benſon on the Acts, 
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tire or diſcourage him in theſe labours of love. 
How eſtriking in this view is his conduct at Lyſtra ! 
There was he ſtoned and left for dead: yet the ve- 
ry next day he departed for Derbe; and having 
preached the goſpel there, he returned again to 
Lyſtra, the place of his danger, to Iconium, and 
Antioch, (whence they came who perſuaded: thoſe 
at Lyſtra to ſtone bim), to confirm the diſciples, 
and to exhort them to continue in the faith; and 
that we muſt, through much tribulation, enter 
« into. the kingdom of God (4) .“ How he labour- 
ed, when ſettled for a confiderable time in any 
place, we learn from his farewell-addreſs to the el- 
ders of the church at Epheſus. Ve know, from 
the firſt day that I came into Aſia, after what 
* manner I have been with you at all ſeaſons, fer · 
*« ving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with 
« many tears and temptations which befel me; how 
„ kept back nothing that was profitable, but have 
„ ſhewed you, and have taught you publicly, and 
from houſe to houſe; remembering that tor the 
% {pace of three years, I ceaſed not to warn every 
one, night and day, wich tears (%% And thus 
alſo ta:the Theſſalonians, Being affectionately de- 
* firous of you, we were willing to have imparted 
* unto you, not the goſpel of God only, but alſo 
©« our own ſouls, becauſe ye were dear to us. For 
1% ye remember, brethren, our labour and travel: 
„% for labouring night and day, becauſe we would 
% not be chargeable. tohany of you, ve preached 
e unto you the goſpel at God (c).“ 

Outwerd teil zhaturally wears out aur feeble 
frame; but hen to it is added anxiety of mind, 
then it is particularly waſting. Different paſſages 
already cited, (and many other which might be ad- 
Wc ſhew this to have been the lot of this 

(a) Ads, xiv. 19. 20. 22. N WEI] 705 &c. 

05 I Thefl. ii. 8. | | 


<< 


apoſtle: 
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apoſtle : © Beſides thoſe things which are without, 
« that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all 
. the churches (a) ;“ care about them, in painful 
; ſympathy in all their dangers, temptations, and tri- 
0 bulations, and ſolicitude for their proſperity in eve- 
d ry reſpect. This anxiety indeed was ſo extenſive 
e and diffuſed, as to deſcend to every particular 
S, Chriſtian be knew: or was connected with. We 


0 obſerve the concern he could take, even for Oneſi- 
er mus, a converted ſlave, that Philemon his: maſter 
Th might receive him kindly. But when Epaphrodi- 


ny tus, the meſſenger to him from Philippi, was dan» 
el- gerouſly ſick, it affected him ſo deeply, as occa- 
ſioned his ſaying, upon his recovery, that“ God 
© had mercy upon him; and not on him only, but 
© on me alſo, leſt I ſhould have ſorrow upon ſor» 
« row (6).“ Is it any wonder, then, when called 
to it, though (as his modeſty exprefled it) he was 
the leaſt of the apoſtles, that he ſhould fay, 
Through the grace given him, he laboured more 
© abundantly than them all (e)?“ How he ſup- 
ported, and what his views were in, this life of 
(otherwiſe) inſupportable labour, we learn from 
himſelf, declaring, * Whom we. preach, warning 
every man, and teaching every man in all wiſ- 
“ dom; that we may preſent every man perfect in 
« Chriſt Jeſus. - Whereumo I alſo labour, ſtriving 
« according-to his working, which worketh in me 
© mightily (d).“ 

7. But neither was this great and unceaſing labour 
all the evidence the apoſtle gave of his love for the 
ſalvation of fouls. To this he added the enduring 
of ſufferings, „ being always ready to have Chriſt 
* magnified-in bis body, whether it ſhould be by 
* life or by death (e).“ 

From the firſt moment his converſion was known, 


(a) 2 Cor. xi. 28. (5) Philip. ii. 29. (e) 1 Cor. xv. 9. 10. 
(4) Col. i. 28. 9. (e) Philip. i. 20. | 
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to his martyrdom, in what place, and ' unto what 
extent did not he endure hardſhip ? Loved he 
peace, did he ſeek it always? with the cruel re- 
proach of being a peſtilent fellow, a ſedirious 
„ man (a), a turner of the world upſide down,” 
was he arraigned before tribunals. Did he paſ- 
fionately love his country and his brethren? by them 
in particular muſt he bear to be abhorred, and per- 
ſecuted with violent and unrelenting "malice. Had 
he a taſte for eloquence ? the ſcorn of What will 
er this babbler ſay (5) ?” .oiuſt he endure from the 
great judges of it at Athens. Loved he the truth 
of God above all things? from a governor upon 
his judgement- ſeat, he is npbraided with madneſs, 
when moſt elevated in declaring it (c). Was he 
poſſefied of a ſuperiority of | foul to moſt men? to 
his lot the wretched indignity muſt fall, of fighting, 
in the theatre at Epheſus, with wild beaſts (d). 
But to go through particulars were endleſs. 
His two epiſtles to the church at Corinth, were 
written in. the 22d and 23d years of his Chriftianity, 
and there are different places in both, which de- 
{ſcribe his life till that period, as the moſt afflicted 
that poſſibly could be. Take the following paſſages 
as a few ſamples. The contraſt to the plentitul ſi- 
tuation of many at Corinth is ſtrong: Now,“ 
ſaith he, “ye are full, now ye are. rich. — For I 
4 think that God hath ſet forth us the apoſtles laſt, 
« as it were appointed to death. For we are made 
« a ſpeCtacle unto the world, and-to angels, and to 
« men. | We are fools for Chriſt's ſake, — we are 
% weak, —we are deſpiſed. Even unto this preſent 
« hour, we both hunger and thirft, and are na- 
4+ ked, and are buffered, and have no certain 
« qdwelling-place;z and labour, working with our 
«© own hands: being reviled, we bleſs : being per- 
(a) Acts, xxiv. 5 (5) Acts, xvii. 18. 
(c) Acts, xvi. 24. (4) 1 Cor. xv. 32. 
| 4 « ſecuted, 
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« ſecuted, we ſuffer it: being defamed, we in- 
«treat: we are made as the filth ot the world, 
« and ire the off-ſcouring of all things unto this 
« day ().“ Again, © We are troubled on every 
cc fide, yet not diftrefled; we are perplexed, but 
&« not in deſpair; perfecuted, but not forfaken ; 
&« caſt down, but not deſtroyed ; always bearing 
« about in the body, the dying of thc Lord Jeſus, 
te that the life alſo of Jeſus might be made manifeſt 
te jn our body. For we which live, are always de- 
te livered unto death for Jeſus ſake (5).” © But in 
« all things approving ourſelves as the miniſters of 


% God, in much patience, in afflitions, in neceſ- 


« ities, in diſtreſſes, in ſtripes, in tmpriſonments, 
1 in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in faſtings, 
« by pureneſs, by knowledge, by long-ſuffering, 

by kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by love un- 
« feigned, by the word of truth, by the power of 
« God, by the armour of righteouſneſs on the right 


hand and on the left, by honour and diſhonour, 


te by evil report and good report: as deceivers, 
and yet true; as unknown, and yet well known 
« as dying, and behold, we live; as chaſtened, and 
not killed; as ſorrowful, yet always rejoicing z 
« as poor, yet making many rich; as having no- 
« thing, and yet poſſeſſing all things. O ye Co- 
rinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart 
« is enlarged. Ye are not ſtraitened in us, but ye 
«are ftraitened in your own bowels (c).“ Nor in 
the remainder of his days, even to old age, did the 
ſtorm abate, as we — afterwards notice. And 
what can be beyond theſe things in the ſpirit of love 
for fouls, or in ſuffering on that account * ? 
(4) 1 Cor. iv. 8. &c. (5) 2 Cor. iv. 8. Kc. — 
(e) 2 Cor. vi. 4. &c. See alſo chap. xi. 23—33. 

* Attacks have been made upon Chriſtianity from __ quarter 
unbelievers have been able to deviſe. Of late they have ſaid, chat 


the true way of examining 11 is, as other branches of philo- 
lophy have ſucceſsfully been tried, by facts and experiments; and 


ed, 
5 lurely 
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But whence all this fortitude? Many in the 
world, it may be faid, have undergone great hard- 
ſhips from evil as well as good principles; from 
pride, from obſtinacy of temper, or from deluſion 
and enthuſiaſm... The, fact is acknowledged. But 
1o was not this apoſtle moved to his fortitude, and 
to his patience. | N 

, 8 It 
ſurely Chriſtians will not decline that method of inquiry. Upon 
this apoſtle's ſuffering ſo much perſecution from all ſorts of men on 
account of the goſpel, one fact, in this view of things, offers it- 
ſelf to conſideration, which Chriſtians would wiſh to ſee explained 
otherwiſe than by what lies deep in their religion, the corruption 
of human nature by fin, and the alienation which is thereby in the 
Heart of man to the life of God, N 

Hatred, we have ſeen, is originally unnatural to a creature ſo 
Formed for love as man; and that ſpecies of it ſhewn in perſecution 
for religion, and particularly on account of ſuch a diſpenſation_ of 
Jove and grace as the Chriſtian, is otherwiſe very unaccountable. 
If envies, and ſtriſes, and wrath, are explained, as proceeding from 
our narrow views of things, and interfering intereſts with regard 
to the means of .our happineſs in- this world, and therefore to be 
imputed only to the imperfe&tion” of our preſent nature and 
Mate; how ſhall this phznomenon be explained, that againſt a doc- 
trine which enlarges our views by the faith of another world, and 
which, in its hopes, is far . from interfering with our poſ- 
ſeſſions here, ſuch general ſpite and violence ſhould have been ma- 
mifeſted amongſt men? — The fact cannot be diſputed ; our ſcrip- 
tures give the moſt copious accounts of this from one age to an- 
other; and with this, other hiſtories of the world perfectly coin- 
cide. It is in vain to allege, that the miſchiefs which the cor- 
rupters of Chriſtianity have occaſioned, under its name, to the 
world in latter ages, in order to carry on their unhallowed deſigns, 
are the occafion of this in our days. 'To cut off all cavil on this 

account, let it be aſked, what miſchief had Abel done to Cain, er 
Jeremiah to the Jews, or Jeſus Chriſt to the people he appeared 

mong ? And, as the caſe of this apoſtle hath led to this reflection, 
what harm had he deviſed or done to any one perſon or any people 
under the ſyn ? who yet was certainly reproached, hated, and hurt 
by all ſorts of men. What was diſcovered dangerous in him by all 
his accuſers? What hath to this day perſpired from all he taught, 
or wrote, or did, after he became a Chriſtian, that was the leaſt 
injurious, to provoke to ſuch treatment? Or what have many others, 
who, in former or latter ages, have feared the Lord, been guilty 
of ? that while living in the more retired virtues of religion, devo- 
tion, or meckneſs, and being every way harmleſs, have yet _ 

| WI 
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It was not pride producing obſtinacy in him, that 
made him ſtand the many ſhocks to which he was' 
expoſed. No man had more ſenſibility than he 
nor could any, upon Juſt occaſions, in order to' 
eſcape indignity and pain, with more Roman ſpirit 
afſert and claim his privileges as a Roman (a). Nay, 
however by principle ſubject to governors and men 
in authority; yet could he appeal from their ſen- 
tences to higher tribunals, that he might avoid dan- 
gers; as, on other occaſions, he allo with great 
addreſs exerciſed his prudence, to be delivered from 
perſecuting men (5). 

As folly or an obſtinate temper, then, were not. 
the ſprings of his patience in enduring his various 
and vaſt load of ſuffering, ſo neither was it delu- 
ſion or enthuſiaſm. He was ever ready to give the 
reaſons of that hope which was in him, for which 
he was judged (c), and ſo often bound in chains. 
Nor could any thing pleaſe him better than to 
have theſe reaſons examined age brought Into, fair 


with the contempt of. „ poor . ” from men; Ry ohh 
exerciſing love's public zeal for the ſalvation of mankind, have been 
confidered as troubleſome, and treated accordingly Rill verifying, 
that maxim of this apoſtle, „That all who would live godly in'this: 
« world, muſt ſuffer perſecution.” 

What other account can be given of this matter, than hat. 
that loving man John-affords, © Wherefore flew Cain his brother ? 


„„ Becauſe his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous: 


« Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you.“ An account, 
which, n a th orough and impartial examination, will only be: 
found Fully to correſpond with the apptarances of hatred which 
have ever ſoon in this evil world, in proportion as men have 
ſhewn themſelves attached to God, and his truth way er 
&* by the which they condemn the world; Feb. xi. 

A high degree of depravity this! perfect 1.— with th the 
whole ſcriptural account of our deep corru ach by apoſtaſy frohn 
God; diſplaying the higheſt neceſſity of his grace 85 ave us; 4 
juſtly exciting to thankfulneſs for it, as revealed in the goſpel z 


and at the ſame time affording no ſmall preſumption for the reality. 
and truth of the whole doctrine. 


(a) Acts, xvi. 3.; and xxii. 25. 


© Ib, XXV1. 6. (3) Ib. XV. . 


F 2 | trial. 
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trial. With the Jews in their ſynagogues, he ſhew- 
ed out of their law and prophets, that Jeſus was 
the Chriſt ; . before Jew and Gentile he wrought mi- 
racles, and gave powers to others to do ſo likewiſe, 
in order to confirm the doctrine he taught. Were 
not all tongues ſpoken by him, the ſick healed, 

death inflicted, and death delivered from, and all 
at once? In theſe could he, and all, be deluded ? 
Was this enthuſiaſm ? By the arts and powers of 
oratory, men may lead others to the perſuaſion of 
very, unaccountable opinions, and many may be de- 
luded. But was Paul, and that prudent man Ser- 
gius Paulus, and Elymas, a cunning ſorcerer too, 
all deluded, when Elymas was ſtruck blind (a) ? or 
Publius, and all Melita, and Paul too, deluded, 


when Publius's father, and all the ſick in the iſland, 


Y on Paul's praying, were healed (6)? or the whole 
aſſembly at Troas, when Eutychus was reſtored to 


life (c)? Was it all enthuſiaſm, when upon twelve 


men at once, by laying on his hands, the Holy 
Ghoſt came, and they ſpake with tongues, and 
pheſied (d) ? Theſe things are impofilible ; the 
Facts muſt be diſproved, elſe the naming of delu- 
ſion or enthuſiaſm to Paul performing them, is the 
laſt inſult that can be offered to the underſtanding 
of man, and to all the evidence by which he ever 
was determined to give credit. 
Nor was this apoſtle afraid, but readily entered 
into diſpute with philoſophers in their higheſt 
ſchools, about that true God whom he ſerved, and 


that Jeſus Chriſt whom he preached, as the Re- 


deemer and laſt judge of men, in oppoſition to all 
their idols, their faperRiion and falle ſcience (e). 
Before governors he could ſo cloſely reaſon of 
the weighty matters of his religion, for which he 
was in bonds, as to make them tremble from their 
(a) Ads, xi, IT, (5) Ib. zxviii. 8. 9. (e) Ib. xx. 12. 
© Acts, xix, 6. (e) Ib. xvii. 18. 19. 
tribunals 
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tribunals (a); and ſo incomparably make an apolo- 
gy for his faith before a king of the beſt under- 
ſtanding, (which therefore made him happy), and 
«. expert in theſe things, as almoſt perſuaded him 
*,to become a. Chriſtian(b).” j* fats when neither 
juſtice nor privilege could protect, nor reafon nor 
ſcriptures prevail, then he knew how to ſuffer, and: 
with magnanimity to bear. For if magnanimity 
conſiſts in a certain greatneſs of ſoul, ſupported by 
truth; and, though without outward aid in the: 
midſt of enemies, in enduring with patience many” 
difficulties while ſtruggling for it, then, undoubt-- 
edly,. was this apoſtle a true hero. 

Who ever had more enemies, or enemies more 
violent and powerful than he? or who fewer friends 
in his extremities ? During his firſt confinement. at 
Rome, he wanted to ſend a: faithful miniſter of 
Chriſt to his beloved Philippians to act in his room; 
and is obliged to ſay, I truſt in the Lord Jeſus, to 
« {end Timothy ſhortly unto you; for I have no 
man like-minded, who will naturally care for 
« your ſtate. For all ſeek their own, not the 
« things which are Jeſus Chrift's (c).“ And when: 
a ſecond and greater danger in the ſame place, un- 
der cruel Nero, which indeed proved fatal, befel 
him; he wrote to the ſame faithful Timothy, un- 


der the weight of years and chains: Do thy dili-- 


* gence: to, come ſhortly unto me. For Demas” 
(whom alittle before, in his epiſtle to Philemon, he 
had called his fellow-helper), * hath forſaken me, 
6s, having loved” (the caſe ot) “ this preſent world, 
© and is departed: unto Theſſalonica; Creſcens to 
“ Galatiaz Titus unto Dalmatia.—At:my firſt an- 
© ſwer mo man ſtood with me, but all” (as all had: 
done his Lord in his afflictions) (d) “ forſook me:: 


(a) Adds, xxiv. 25. | (3) Acts, xxvi. 28. 
(c) Phil, ii. 19. 20, (4) Matth. XXvi. 56. 
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4 I pray,” faith he, it may not be laid to their 
« charge (a)“. 
But the want of true friends was not his only af- 
fliction in that view; to this there was joined the 
bitter addition of many falſe ones. In perils,” 
faith he, „among falſe brethren (5).” This he 
had for his love to the free ſalvation of us Gentiles. 
Bigotted Jews came privily into his aſſemblies, to 
ſpy out this liberty from Moſes; and then raiſed 
ſtorms againſt him amongſt their brethren, from 
hom he ſuffered fo many things on this account (c). 
- He was a young man when converted (d),“ and 
from that moment his fight of afflictions began. 
When far on in his warfare, he proteſted to the 
Corinthians, that he died daily (e).“ When his 
courſe was near finiſhed, he wrote to Philemon, 
« being ſuch a one as Paul the aged, and now a 
< priſoner of Jefus Chriſt.” And when his de- 
parture was at hand, when juſt ready, at the plea- 
fare of the wickedeſt and moſt cruel of all men, to 
be offered up, his deſcription of himſelf and his 
whole life was, I have fought the good fight.” 
It will throw a juſt and good light, not only up- 
on the patience, but willingneſs of Paul, in all his 
ſufferings, to bear them, to remember what the 
Lord ſaid to Ananias at his converſion, not only 
that he was a choſen veſſel to me, to bear my 
«© name among the Gentiles, &c. but, I will ſhew 
« him how great things he myſt ſuffer for my 
„ name's fake ().“ This we know was accordingly 
ſthewed him by his Lord, and this is the true key to 
open up his wonderful ſpirit in all that befel him. 
Thereby to fulfil the will of his redeeming Lord, to 
glorify him and his Father in the world, and to be 


the happy inftrument of ſaving ſouls, was his joy- 


(a) 2 Tim. iv. 9, 10. 16. (4). 2 Cor, xi. 26. 
(c) Gal. ü. 4. (4) Acts, viii. 


Ce) 1 Cor. xv. 31. (/) Acts, ix 15. 16. 5 
; / And 
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And ſo he himſelf fully explains the matter to the 


Theſſalonians. Wherefore, when we could no 
“longer forbear, we thought it good to be left at 
c Athens alone: and ſent Timothy— to eſtabliſh 
% you, and to comfort you concerning your faith; 
& that no man ſhould be moved by theſe affliftions ; 
& for yourſelves know that we are appointed there- 
«© unto. For verily, when we were with you, we 
« told you before, that we ſhould ſuffer tribula- 
t tion, even as it came to paſs, and ye know (a).“ 
So alſo he told the Coloſſians, that “ he rejoiced 
“in his ſufferings for them, and filled up that 
« which was behind of the afflictions of Chriſt in 
© his fleſh, for his body's ſake, which was the 
“ church (6).” The ſufferings of Chriſt are the foun- 


dation of all our hope for ſalvation ; but the ſuffer» 


ings of his apoſtles, and particularly of Paul, were 
made uſeful to awaken the world to attend to this 
falvation, to confirm real Chriſtians in the faith of 
it, and otherwiſe to promote the exerciſe of grace 
in them: But I would,” ſays he, © ye ſhould un- 
« derſtand, brethren, that the things which hap- 
e pened unto me, have fallen out rather unto the 
„ furtherance of the goſpel : fo that my bonds in 
«© Chriſt are manifeſt in all the palace, and in all 


: © ather places; and many of the brethren in the 


« Lord waxing confident by my bonds, are much 
„ more bold to ſpeak the word without fear (c).“ 
„ Whercin,” ſays he further, I ſuffer trouble as 


„an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of 


God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things 
for the elects ſake, that they may alſo obtain the 
%% ſalvation which is in Jefus Chriſt, with eternal 
„ glory. It is a faithful ſayiog,, For if we be dead 
& with him, we ſhall alfo live with him: if we ſuf- 
i fer, we ſhall zalſo reign with him: if we deny 
“ him, he will alſo deny us (d)“ | 

(a) 1. Theff. iii. x. &c, + (3) 2 Cor. i. 24. | 

(e Philip. i. 12. 13. 14. (4) 2 Tim. ii. 9. 10. 11. 12. 

Behold: 


\ 
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Behold then the principles upon which the apoſtle 
acted in his ſufferings, and the ſpirit by which he 


bore-up under them. In all this was he an enthu- 


. faſt, or did he act wiſely ? and did he not, as thus 
fulfilling the will of God, and promoting the ſalva- 
tion of men, reaſon well in ſaying, under all his 
trials, Our light affliction, which is but for a mo- 
« ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory (a)?“ 

For his dear Maſter's honour then, for his own, 
and for others ſalvation, he was content to be 
thought any thing the world pleaſed, and to endure 
all they could lay upon him. “ For we commend 
& not ourſelves again unto you [Corinthians], but 
4 give you occaſion- to glory on our behalf, that 
% you may have ſomewhat to anſwer them which 
c glory in appearance, and not in heart. For whe- 
© ther we be beſides ourſelves,” (ſo was he reproach- 
ed), „or whether we be ſober, it is for your 
© cauſe (6).“ On theſe accounts it was, that, after 
former dangers, we find him willing to enter the 
theatre at Epheſus, amidſt an enraged: multitude, to 
make a defence of the ſaving truth of his Lord (c). 
Therefore alſo, when the Spirit teſtified in every 
city, that bonds and afflictions. awaited him, he 
could ſay, © None of theſe things move me (d).“ 
And when, in repeated prophecy, it was- declared, 
what, in his going to Jeruſalem, ſhould befal him, 
and was beſought not to go there by his friends 
c with tears ;“ theſe, but not the dangers, moved 
him: „Then Paul anſwered, What mean ye to 
« weep, and to break mine heart? for I am ready 
4 not to be bound only, but alſo to die at Jeruſa- 
« lem, for the name of the Lord Jeſus (e).“ When 
the threatened. afflictions came, inſtead of ſhrink- 
ing, his great concern was, to engage others to 

(a) 2 Cor. iv. 17. (b) 2 Cor. v.12. 13. 
(e) Acts, xix. 30. (4) Acts, xx. 34. 
00 Acts, Xi. 12. 13, 1 


er pray 
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& pray that God would open to him a door of ut- 
ic terance, to ſpeak the myſtery of Chriſt, for 
„% which he was alſo in bonds; that he might make 
c it manifeſt, as he ought to ſpeak (a) :” as his 
only fear was, leſt any, by his tribulations, might 
be offended, and moved away from the hope of 
the goſpel : ** Wherefore I defire that ye faint not 
& at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. 
© For this cauſe I bow my knees unto the God 
© and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ().“ And 
how he was comforted, when, by theſe, Chriſtians 
were not ſtumbled, we learn: “ For this cauſe, 
© when I could no longer forbear, I ſent to know 
« [the ſtedfaſtneſs of ] your faith, leſt by ſome 
© means the tempter have tempted you, and our 
% labour be in vain. But now when Timothy 
& brought us good tidings of your faith and cha- 
« rity, — we were comforted over you in all our 
« affliction and diſtreſs by your faith: for now we 
« live, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord (c).“ 
But it were falling ſhort of the truth to ſay, that 
courage and patience in affliction were all that was 
manifeſted by this benevolent man for the ſake of 
the goſpel, and of ſouls, fince to theſe he added 
glorying and rejoicing in them. In his bodily 
weakneſs and infirmities, received by the abun- 
dance of revelations, as the apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
in order to preach the goſpel fully unto them, 
which brought upon him ſo much contempt from 
men, he gloried; becauſe the grace of God was 
upon that account more abundantly beſtowed upon 
him, and the power of God to ſalvation was, in 
theſe circumſtances, more demonſtrated and made 
conſpicuous (d), while under them many were by 
is means converted. | 
Thus alſo, after many ſtripes for the goſpel, 
() Col. iv. 3. 4. () Eph. iii. 13. 14. 
(e) 1 'Theffl, iii. 5. &c. (4) 2 Cor, xii, 9. 10. | 
| ſake, 
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fake, he was found at midnight in priſon, with 
Silas, making joyful praiſe to his Lord (a). When 
he was reproached for the name of Chriſt, he was 
happy; for then the Spirit of God and of glory 
the more reſted upon him. © When the ſufferings 
& of Chriſt abounded in him, his conſolation alſo 
« abounded by Chriſt. Whether we be afflicted,” 
faith he, it is for your conſolation and falvation 4 
«© —or whether we be comforted, it is for the 
&« fame cauſe (6).“ So that indeed it became part 
of his doctrine, as well as practice, to “ glory in 
« tribulation (e).“ 

To what height did not this wonderful man car- 

his benevolence in mortification, for the ſalva- 
tion and ſpiritual comfort of others? We ſhall not 


make it our preſent buſineſs, to ſettle the preciſe 
meaning of the remarkable expreflion, of “ wiſh- 
« ing himſelf accurſed from Chriſt, for his bre- 
& threns ſake the Jews (d).) We only obſerve, 
that as, in Juſt criticiſm, it is capable of a fair 


meaning, without admitting what, if literally taken 
as it ſtands in our verſion, it would ſeem to im- 
port; ſo the whole paſſage, beyond diſpute, breathes 


all the anxiety of good-will for the ſalvation of his 


brethren according to the fleſh ; as do alſo many 
other places in his 3 1 0 My heart's deſire 
©& and prayer to God for Iſrael is, that they might 
& be ſaved (e).“ If by any means I may provoke 
% to. emulation them which are my fleſh, and 
& might ſave ſome of them. — What ſhall the re- 
& ceiving of them be, but life from the dead (F) ?” 

Not indeed to them only, but to all the church 
of God, did he carry his benevolence, as far as 
a man can poſſibly be ſuppoſed to go. 

He was much acquainted with the love of God, 
which paſſeth knowledge, and with the grace of 
(a) Ads, xvi. 25. (5) 2 Cor. i. 5. 6. (c) Rom. v. 3. 

(4) Rom. ix. 3. (e) Ib. x. 14. OC) Ib. xi. 12,—T5- 
his 
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his Lord, which to him had been ſo exceeding rich: 


he had, moreover, been in the third heavens, had 


ſeen the honours, heard the language and ſongs, 
and taſted the joys of the redeemed there; as by 
many other ways he was aſſured of being made an 
eternal ſharer in them. The ardent deſire of his 
ſoul, therefore, was, to be where he thus knew it 
was ** beſt.” But, in his great love to the ſalvation 
and comfort of men upon earth, he could ſo far 
(and far it was to ſuch a man) deny himſelf, as 
not only to be in a ſtrait, but actually to prefer a 
longer abode here, in the midſt of all his outward 
ſorrows, under the ſure proſpect of finiſhing them 
in all the ignominy and anguiſh of a public death, 
as a malefactor, inſtead of being carried immediate- 
ly to the poſſeſſion of all his wiſhes with his dear 
and glorified Redeemer. According,“ ſaith he, 
« to my earneſt expectation, and my hope, that in 
& nothing I ſhall be aſhamed, but that with all 
« boldneſs, as always, ſo now alſo Chriſt ſhall be 


b magnified in my body, whether it be by life or 


« by death. For to me to live is Chriſt, and to 
« die is.gain. But if I live in the fleſh, this is the 
fruit of my labour: yet what I ſhall chuſe I wot 
* not. For I am in a ſtrait betwixt two, having a 
« deſire to depart, and to be with Chriſt ; which 


is far better: Nevertheleſs, to abide in the fleſh, 


« is more needful for you. [Benevolent indeed !] 


« And having this confidence [perſuaſion], I know 


«that I ſhall abide and continue with you all, for 
« your. furtherance and joy of faith (a).“ Was 
ever, upon earth, found ſuch free, full, and un- 
reſerved love to others, as this apoſtle ſhews for 
the ſalvation of men, of all men ? 
Laſtly, we finiſh this repreſentation of the apo- 
ſtle's benevolence, in © ſeeking the profit of many, 
* that they might be ſaved,” by remembering the 
(a) Phil. i. 20.—25. 
| complacency - 
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complacency he had in the Jabours and fufferings 
of thoſe he loved moſt, to further the ſame bleſſed 
purpoſe. And the argument lies thus: One may 
be liberal in refigning his own eaſe and profit; and 
when he does ſo for advancing the good of thoſe he 
loves, he is generous in friendſhip : but when he 
would ſacrifice the peace and advantage of thoſe 
who are his beſt loved friends, for the ſake of many 
he has no particular connection with; himſelf re- 
taining a knowing and loving character; as it juſtly 
argues his full perſuaſion of the certainty of the ſy- 
ſtem he purſues, ſo doth it ſhew an enlargement and 
elevation of foul in love, raifing the human heart 
to heaven itſelf. A heart ſo infpired had this 
apoſtle, We thus illuſtrate it: ane 

+ Toll and fufferings are the laſt things a friend 
can with to them he loves; a real friend hath 
often ſuffered, nay expoſed himſelf to death, in 
hy, or in order to deliver thoſe he hath at- 
fefted renderly. And who fo affectionate or fre- 
quent in ſuch felf-denials for thoſe he particularly 
loved, as Paul? But however fervent in private 
kindneſs, he could not thereby cramp his general 
and univerſal love for the ſalvation of men. He 
honoured © his own” private intereſts, by ſacrificing 
them to the advantage of others; and he would 
alſo honour the preſent quiet of his beſt loved 
friends, by devoting it, to promote a more general 
good. Indeed, in proportion as he found men of 
this public and generous ſpirit, ſo they became en- 
deared to him. Thus he thanked God, who had 
put the ſame earneſt care into Titus for the Corin- 
thians, as himſelf was filled with; concerning 
whom, after labouring and travelling amongſt them, 
he exulting ſaid, © Did Titus make a gain of you? 
& walked we not in the ſame ſpirit, and in the fame 


& ſteps (a)? When ſufferings fell to the lot of 
(a) 2 Cor. xii. 18. 
| ſuch 
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ſuch as he loved, while ſtriving for the faith of the 
goſpel; after thankſgivings that they had not been 
offended by the crols, he could ſay, as to his dear 
Philippians, © And in nothing terrified by your 
bs aterſarics: which to them is an evident token 
« of perdition, but to you of ſalvation, and that 
« of God. For unto you it is given in the behalf 
« of Chriſt, not only to believe on him, but alſo to 
« ſuffer for his ſake ; having the ſame conflict which 
© ye ſaw in me, and now [in bonds at Rome] hear 

© to be in me (a).“ 

But if the apoſtle doted in love upon one man on 
earth, more than another, it was upon Timothy 
« his own, his dearly beloved ſon (5);” not only 
becauſe he had begotten him to Chriſt, as he had 
done many, by the power of the ſame ſaving truth, 
but becauſe of that remarkable and fingular reſem- 
blance to Jeſus Chriſt and to himſelf, in benevolent 
ſelf- denied love, which he found in him for the ſal- 
vation of ſouls, of many ſouls. So he teſtifies of 
him to the Philippians : “I have no man like-mind- 
©« ed, who will naturally care for your ſtate. For 
* all ſeek their own, not the things which are Je- 
* ſus Chriſt's. But ye know the proof of him, that 
« as a ſon with a father, he hath ſerved with me in 
«© the goſpel (c).“ 

Yet to this tenderly beloved youth he ſent his ſe- 
cond epiſtle, (his laſt writing upon earth), when a 
ſecond time in chains at Rome for the 'goipel, and 
that after he had once anſwered to his ac. ulation 
before the devouring lion Nero (4); when, from 
what he obſerved there, or otherwiſe by the Spirit 
knew, he was in certain and immediate proip«Ct of 
a violent death from that tyrant. Now let us re- 
flect upon this ſituation of things. n 


() Philip. i. 28. 29. 30. | 
(6) 1 Tim. i. 2.; 2 Tim. i. 2.; and ii. 5. 
(e) Philip. ii. 20. 21. 22. 8 (4) 2 Tim. iv. Ich, 
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Paul bowed down with age, and chains, and the 
labours and ſorrows of many more than thirty 
Fears, in the ſervice of the goſpel and of ſouls, 


finds his departure from life at hand (a), He 


writes to his darling friend and ſon; and in what 
terms (5)? With regard to himſelf, declaring the 
moſt firm faith in that goſpel he had preached, and 
ſuffered ſo much upon account of, and for which 
he was now ready to be offered up; not aſhamed, 
but in tranſport at the immediate proſpect of eter- 
nal honour and felicity thereby.— And with regard 
to his beloved friend, amidſt many endearing ex- 
preſſions of the tendereſt affection, we find him in 
the moſt ſolemn manner charging him to ſpend his 
life and ſtrength in that ſeryice, which upon him- 
ſelf had only brought poverty, reproach, afflictions, 
and death; to be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſea- 
ſon preaching this doctrine; as a man of God, to 
be perfect in his work; as a miniſter of Chriſt, to 
uſe the ſcriptures by every method proper for the 
ſalvation of ſouls according to them : never to be 
aſhamed of the teſtimony of the Lord, nor of him- 
ſelf as his priſoner : to ſhrink at no danger, how- 
ever alarming, but in his own perſon to be“ par- 
« taker of the afflictions of the goſpel, according 
& to the power of God;” and, in all ſelf denial, 
to“ endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier of Jeſus 
« Chriſt (c).“ | 
This, therefore, we conſider as the laſt evidence 
that could be given of love to fouls and their ſalva- 
tion. At once it ſhews the apoſtle's own full per- 
ſuaſion of the truth of Chriſtianity, and of its power 
to ſave cternally; and his moſt earneſt defire that 
that bleſſed effect ſhould be produced by it to ma- 
ny : that having himſelf ſuffered the loſs of all 
things, and to the laſt counted them but dung, for 

(a) 2 Tim. iv. 6. (b) 2 Tim. i. 9.—12. | 

(e) 2 Tim. iii. 14.; iv. 1.5. ; i. 7. 8.3 ii. 3. 4.; iii. 10. 11. 12. 
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Chriſt as the Redeemer of men, he with his dying 
breath ſhould preſs ſo vehemently the perſon who 


was deareſt to him on earth, after he thould be 


gone, to engagehimſelf entirely in the ſame cauſe 
to expoſe himſelf to every danger and hardſhip in 


an eager purſuit of the ſame great end, the“ ſeek- 


“ ing the profit of many, that thereby they might 
« be ſaved *.“ 


Behold, 


* Chriſtianity is of that nature, that if one of its many eviden- 
ces is ſound good, it muſt be true; and whatever objections are 
made againſt other parts of it, they fall to the ground. Thus, not 
only, if the capital article of the reſurrection of Chriſt is fairly 
proved, all the cavils made againſt its miracles, prophecies, &c. 
ceaſe; but there are many other particulars that belong to it, and 
ſeveral of them that have not been very minutely conſidered by its 
defenders, which, if found true, muit have the ſame effect. Not 
a few ſuch might eaſily be named. No inconſiderable inſtance of 
this kind was ſome time ago produced concerning Judas Iſcariot. 
In particular, the argument for the truth of our religion from the 
converſion and life of Paul, hath of late, to excellent purpoſe, been 
inſiſted upon by Lord Lyttelton, and by Dr Benſon, in his diſſer- 
tation upon that ſubject, adjected to his commentary upon the epi- 
ſtle to Philemon; where the alternative is put to the Deiſts, and 
they called upon to take either ſide of it, and fairly debate, whether 
the apoſtle was an enthuſiaſt or impoſtor. 

They may chuſe which ſide they pleaſe ; Chriſtians are ready for 
them. If he was an enthuſiaſt, he was ſurely the moſt egregious 
and deliberate fool that ever cither lived or died under that charac» 
ter; who, after ſuch a liſe of miſery as he had paſſed through, which 


be was juſt about finiſhing in the way moſt diſagreeable to human 


nature that can be, could ſo warmly adviſe his young and moſt be 

loved friend to embrace the courſe, which by experience he knew, 
and foretold would produce fo unhappy a lot to him in the world. 
Or he muſt, if an impoſtor, have becn the wickedeſt man that ever 
breathed. The depravity of man is not the doQtrine which infidels 
are fondeft of; but however, if Paul was an impoſtor, he muſt 
have been extremely far gone in it. Nay all mankind may be chal- 
lenged to produce his equal in villany, upon the ſuppoſition he 
acted a part, in his profeiled belief of Chriſtianity, to betray, with» 
out any poſſible temptation of advantage to himſelf in his preſent 
ſituation, his beſt beloved and loving triend, into ſuch certain mi- 
ſery in this life, as tle following his counſels mult certainly lead 
him into, F | OAK | yp 
But corrupted and misjudging as men are, who upon ſober con- 
ſideration can believe the Apoſtle Paul was cither the one or the 
N G 2 ; other 
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Behold, then, a fair pattern of benevolence, of 
Chriſtian benevolence, ſupported by the trueſt mag- 
nanimity ! the aim the beſt, the nobleſt, and the 
moſt extenſive; the means, to outward appearance, 
impotent and unavailing ; the ſupports from with- 
out few, often none; the adverſaries many, power- 
ful, violent, and unceaſing. We have heard of 
heroiſm amongſt men; we have heard it extolled ; 
and there are, no doubt, in the human heart, ori- 
ginal ſeeds of true greatneſs; but how, by corrup- 


other of theſe? The appeal is made to the common ſenſe and can- 
dour of mankind, it either of theſe ſuppoſitions is poſſible. Let his 
writings be read; the more they are examined the better; and who 
in doing fo will not diſcern, on the one hand, a degree of under- 
ſtanding, acnteneſs, aud judgement, that fall to the ſhare of few 
men upon earth, and which render it quite impoſſible, that, as a 
fool, or a weak man, he ſhould be impoſed upon in the facts he 
affirms were the reaſons of his being a Chriſtian * Set aſide his 
teaching by the Spirit and his viſions at preſent; could ſuch a man 
as he be impoſed upon in the matter of his own power of work- 
ing miracles, or of conveying that pewer to others? In theſe 
was he ſo weak as to be deluded? or by whom was he thus de- 
ceived ? and for what ends? The human mind at once rejects ſuch 
abſurdities. 

But if kis knowledge, ſagacity, and penetration, are inconſiſtent 
with the weakneſs of his being impoſed upon in theſe things; no 
leſs ſo is that candour, that benevolence, ikintereſtedneſs, that turn 
for friendſhip, that ſuperiority of ſoul to all craft and guile, which 
ſo remarkably diſtinguiſu all his actings and all his writings, incon- 
ſiſtent with his being a deceitful man. Let the books be produced, 

ancient or modern, where theſe. great qualities ſo uniformly and 
ſtrikingly ſhine forth; proceeding from a man too, than whom none 
was ever in more temptations to bring forth his ſecret, if he had 
one to impart, or to betray. The ſagacity and truth of this apoſtle 
feem equally ſtrong and unimpeachable. And if neither can be 
overthrown, Chriſtianity is true. Chriſt is in heaven, and men 
may be ſaved by him. It were much to be wiſhed ſceptical and 
unbelicving men, for their own ſakes, would fully conſider ſo fair 
and deciſive an argument for the truth of Chriſtianity. The apo- 
ſtle's writing this ſecond epiſtle to Timothy in his ſituation, if Chri- 
ſtianity be not true, moſt certainly makes him not an ordinary, but 
ſo weak or wicked a man, as to Lave few, if any parallels upon 
earth: A propoſition, either branch of which we ſuppoſe will be 
Tug very hard of digeſtiop, to a mind where are any remains of 
candour. | | 
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tion, debaſed ! The fruits, what have they generally 
been? Think of the living, or fearch into the re- 
cords of the dead What will you find ? The 
worſt actions of ſubtilty, fraud, and cruelty, in 
wide waſtes of earth and men: deſtruction, not 
ſalvation, hath in this world been dignified with 
the name of greatneſs and heroiſm : and before 
Chriſtianity, what was moſt faultleſs in this way 
confined to time, and the happineſs of an earthly _ 
life, as well as to particular places, families, or na- 
tions. It is Chriſtianity only that hath thrown down 
all diſtinctions amongſt men; that hath opened 
new, great, boundleſs, and eternal fcenes, for the 
exerciſe of its divine benevolence ; that hath again, 
after many a dreadful envy and ſtrife, made all men 
brethren ; that hath extended their common inte- 
reſts to an eternal ſtate, and there connected them 
in love with other worlds, and all their glorious 
mhabitants (a). It is Chriſtianity which, by its al- 
mighty ſpirit, hath taught and ſupported its belie- 
vers with true magnanimity, as well as made them 
often ſucceſsful in the purſuits of its loving defigns. 
With it indeed is no outward pomp to dazzle the 
eyes, or pervert the judgement of the beholders; 
but poverty. often, reproach, and other tribula- 
tions, ſo apt to produce neglect and contempt from 


a blinded and ill-judging world. Yet true wiſdom 


will be juſtified of her children: the ſpiritually 
wiſe will diſcern, through the cloud, where real ex- 
eellence lies; and will defire a ſhare of the ſame 
ſpirit. In this view, the apoſtle having exhort- 
ed the Corinthians to lay afide a private ſpirit 
of ſelfiſhneſs, and to ſeek one another's wealth; 
deſires them to turn their eyes to himſelf, who, as 
they could remember and: obſerve, lived, acted, 
and ſuffered in that ſpirit of divine love he ſo anxi- 

) Heb. Xii. 22.—24. | | 
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y wiſhed han! to be, filled with; while he plea- 
ed = himſelf, but defired to pleaſe men in all 
% things not ſeeking his own profit, but the pro- 
« fit of many, that they might be ſaved.” 

2. Though the conſciouſneſs the apoſtle had with 
xeſpeR to the purity of his intentions, the noble- 
neſs of his aim, and the comfortable effects of his 
conduct upon himſelf, even in the midſt of labour 
and ſuffering, made him ſet his example before the 
Corinthians, to ſeek one another's profit for ſalva- 
tion; yet doth he not reſt the matter here. Intent 
upon their hearkening to this divine and important 
exhortation, he tells them, that all the benevolence 
to others found with him was copied from the infi- 
nitely more perfect love of Jeſus Chriſt to men: 
£ As I am of Chriſt ;” which therefore above all he 
leads them to conſider, in order to prone in this 
important argument. 

This was a great topic of the apoſtle” 8 (as well it 
might) when be would perſuade Chriſtians to mu- 
tual kindneſs. So wrote he to the Romans: We 
£ then that are ſtrong, ought to bear the infirmi- 
« ties of the weak, and not to pleaſe ourſelves. 
Let every one of us pleaſe his neighbour for his 

© good to edification; even. as, Chriſt pleaſed not 
« himſelf (a).“ 80 addreſſeth he the Philippians : 
4% Look not every man on his own things, but 
«' every man allo on the things of others. Let 
* this mind be in you, which alſo was in Chriſt Je- 
« ſus (5).“ So allo ſpoke Chriſt himſelf: “A new 
„% commandment 1 give unto you, That ye love 
„ one another; that as I have loved you, ye alſo 
© ſhould love one another (c).“ 

And it is no wonder, when the apoſtle wanted to 
urge this great duty, this old and new command- 

(a) Roth. xv. 1.—4. 5) Philip. ii. 4. 5. 
O© John, xv. 12. 17. ; and xiii. 34. 
| ment 
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ment of love (a), that he ſhould chuſe this example 
of Chriſt, as the great and finiſhing motive to en- 
force it upon men; as his love for the welfare of 
others is in itſelf of ſuch infinite excellence, mani- 
feſted too for their ſalvation, and ſo exerted, as to 
become fit, in many reſpects, to be a pattern for 
them in their love to their brethren. His introdu- 
cing the love of Chriſt as an example of love after 
his own, was like leading men from a ſingle ſtream 
to its true and unfathomable fountain. 

In the apoſtle we ſee all the love to others where- 
with the heart of man can be filled: but in Jeſus 
Chriſt we find the height and depth, the breadth 
and length of it which fills the heart of God. He 
is in this © the expreſs image of the divine glory,” 
even all the fullneſs of God. In the one, we ſee 


a man lifted up. to heaven in love; in the other, we 


fee God deſcending to earth to ſhew how it is in 


heaven. Chriſtians are ſaid in their regeneration 


to be taught of God to love one another (6) ;” 
which is not only, that by his inſtruction they are 
directed, by his authority commanded, or by his 
grace powertully influenced to it; but allured alſo 
thereto, as it is held forth to them in actual life by 
bis own Son, to a pitch of fervour and extent in 
beauty and joy, which otherwiſe could never have 
Entered into their minds to have conceived. And 
Mall it not be deciſive with all our hcarts, and make 
us willing to be captivated and transformed into the 
lame bleſſed image? 

From the beginning God appeared to be Joe. 
In the whole frame of his creation, other attributes 
were conipicuous z but love thone ſupreme and 
over all, in the condeſcenſions of cauſing ever 


good and perfect gift to deſcend upon objects in- 


finitely beneath, and no way neceſſary to his own 
glory or bleſſedneſs. 


(a) 1 John, ii. 2. (50 1 Thel. iv. 9. ; 
But 
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But the condeſcenſions of love to objects beneath 
-God, and ſhewing bounty to them, were the heights 
of divine love then known: nor could created 
thoughts, by any inveſtigation, have- carried the 
kindneſs of the love of God farther than in that 
train. * | | 
That creatures who had been partakers of the 
love and bounty of God, but who had by tranſ- 
greſſion made themſelves the juſt objects of his in- 
dignation, both upon account of his pure and ſpot- 
teſs nature, and the righteous threatenings of his 
holy and good law given unto them; that theſe 
ſhould ever have become the objects of his tender- 
eſt love, is a ſpecies of kindneſs, which (however 
familiar to us, fince the divine revelation of it) 
could have entered into no thoughts but God's own. 
The world, ſince God's firſt gracious commu— 
ning with man after his tranſgreſſion, never was 
wholly without the intimation of this mercy; and 
no wonder the knowledge in ſome degree ſhould 
be preſerved, where-ever the foot of man hath trod, 
as it hath been, both by tradition, and the ſymbol 
of permitted worſhip by ſacrifice. And as, on this 
account, it is no ſmall preſumption in unbelievers, 
after man thus formerly was inſtructed, and now 
by more expreſs revelation taught of the grace of 
God to ſinners, to affirm, that the tranſgreſſing 
creature could have diſcovered mercy in. the offend- 
ed Deity to him; ſo hath it been no inconfiderable 
error, in ſome late defenders of Chriſtianity, to 
have admitted this. It is the more wonderful they 


- ſhould have done fo, that the revelation they pro- 


feſſed to believe and defend, ſo expreſsly declares 
the contrary, by aſſerting every where, that from 
God's own grace and wiſdom alone, both the love, 
and the diſcovery of it, lows. From whence other- 
wiſe ſhould ſuch knowledge have come to man? 
Not from his own heart, where the conſtant _ 
28 0 
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of. conſcience, its higheſt power, in condemning 
upon tranſgreſſion, forbids the hope; not from the 
diſpenſation of the law he was originally under, 
where every diſobedience is threatened with the di- 


vine diſpleaſure, nor, as God's humbling commen- 


tary upon it, from the outward aſpect of things in 
our world, where vexation and diſappointment pre- 
vail, death at laſt concluding the vain ſcene to all 
without. exception. It is God alone who, by his 
own revelation of mercy, ſheds abroad cheerful 
light over all our gloom, and raiſeth man to hope. 
It is not only true, that man could have made no 
diſcovery of this mercy to the tranſgreſſor, but we 
alſo find, after the diſcovery and the ſure founda- 
tions of it were laid in the death and reſurrection 
of our Lord, that it is expreſsly ſaid, the bigheft 
ſpirits above were inſtructed by the after) events 
themſelves, who were to be the We in the 
calling of the Gentiles freely to this grace. So cer- 
tain is this propoſition, that God's thoughts and 
ways are ſo much his own, and ſo much above all 
in heaven and earth, that, until he is pleaſed to re- 
veal them, they cannot be penetrated into by any 
creature: That I ſhould preach among the Gen- 
«© tiles,” ſaith Paul, «© the unſearchable riches of 
« Chriſt; and to makis all men ſee, what is the fel- 


© lowſhip of the myſtery which from the beginning 


© of the world hath been HID in God, who created 
te all things by Jeſus Chriſt; to the intent that 
© NOW unto the principalities and powers in hea- 
% venly places, might be known by the church the 
* manifold wiſdom. of God, according to the erer- 
© nal purpoſe which he purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus 
* our Lord (a):” As indeed the whole of the mercy 
of ſalvation, either to Jew or Gentile, is elſewhere 
expreſsly aſcribed to himſelf : . Not the wiſdom of 
e this world, that comes to nought: but we ſpeak 
(a) Eph. iii. 8. &c. 
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« the e of God in a myſtery, even the HD- 
«© DEN wiſdom which God ordained before the world 
“ unto our glory: which none of the princes of this 
% world (Gentile or Jew) knew. — But God hath 
« revealed them unto us by his Spirit (a).“ 

This then is love, not only in the firſt way of 
condeſcenſion, but as God hath now diſcovered it, 
in ſelf-denial for the ſalvation of many men. 80 
hath God manifeſted what never could have been 
found out by the creature, and ſo hath he com- 
mended his love, above all that formerly in it was 
ground for admiration and praiſe. In making 
known, in this way, his kindneſs, he reſtrained his 
righteouſneſs from ſmiting the tranſgreffor himſelf 
with deſerved vengeance ; nay more, for ungodly 
men with-held not, but gave his Son to be a propi- 
tiation for them; nor ſpared him, though infinite- 
ly and only beloved, from the bitterneſs of every 
death, nay not from the hiding of his own face, 
and the enduring all his wrath againſt tranſgreſſion. 
In love, the juſt ſuffered for the unjuſt, to bring 
them to God... Is it any wonder, this ſhould be 
called the myſtery of God, and of his love ? a good- 
neſs which eye had not ſeen, nor ear heard, and 
©. what. had not entered into the heart of man to 
„% conceive (65),” though, when made known, moſt 
to be admired, and God the author to be adored 
eternally upon account of it? 

The ſought-for objects of this love are the loweſt 
of the reaſonable creation; the moſt ignorant and 
inſenſible to all the things of God, and of their 
own deep concerns with him; leaſt 1 all thinking 
of ſuch mercy; the greateſt and moſt aggravated 
tranſgreſſors, as unable to deliver themſelves, as 
unworthy to be ſaved by ſuch kindneſs. All na- 
tions of men, without exception, lying under groſs 
darkneſs, idolatries, and fins, are called to be parta- 
(a) 1 Cor. ii. 7. - (6) 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
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kers of it, and of all its fruits. Nay, of ſuch bound- 
leſs comprehenſion is it, that after a thouſand ne- 
glects and indignities when revealed, upon return- 


ing it promiſeth forgiveneſs: it is long- ſuffering and 


ſalvation, in every reſpect, to the uttermoſt. Such 
are the heights, the depths, and unſcarchable riches 
of this ſelf-denying love to many men, ſeeking their 
ſalvation. | 

But this very love of the Father for the ſalvation 
of many men, is the love of the Son; he is “ the 
« Son of the Father in this love (a).“ When the 
veil of his humiliation is ſeen through, a glory is 
beheld, even “ the glory of the only begotten Son 
« of God, full of grace and truth (b).” T“ 

At preſent, we can by no means enter upon a 


_ deſcription of the ſpirit of the love of Chriſt, or in- 


to a particular detail (even as we poorly might): of 
the many inſtances of it, while, in his ſelf-denials, 


„ he ſought our profit, that we might be ſaved.” 


Theſe ought to be the ſtudy of our nights and 
days; with us ſhould they be, when we lie down, 
and when we rile up, that thereby we may be more 
and more excited to cleave unto him, with pur- 
poſe of heart, in every view, for our falvation 
and that the ſame ſpirit of love dwelling in us as 
did in him, may become a living law within us, 


to ſtir us up, not to ſeek our own only, but ever 


man his neighbour's wealth, eſpecially that they 
may be ſaved. For this end we ought often to 
think, how by day he ſpoke his gracious words of 
ſalvation, and by night watched unto prayer for 
us; how he had patience, and how he forgave 
how he continued to go about doing good, while 
our evil brethren allowed him life in our world; 
and how at laſt, after every contradiction of finners 
againſt himſelf, and the ſalvation he brought us, 
he ſhewed his greateſt love, in not with-holding 


(a) 2 John, 3. (5) John, i. 14. 


his 
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his precious life, but willingly ſubmitting to its 
being taken away, under the heavieſt accuſations 
of blaſphemy, and of being an enemy to his belo- 


ved Father's worſhip and glory, and that too un- 


der all the ignominy and pain the holy law directed 
againſt ſuch heaven-daring crimes; that we the 
really guilty might eſcape our well-deſerved ſhame 
and wrath, and be poſlefled of pardon and life 
eternal. | | 

If then we were led to admire the diſintereſted- 
neſs and ſelf-denial, the zeal, courage, patience, 
and ſtedfaſtneſs unto death, of the love of the 
apoſtle, imitating the benevolence of Chriſt to 
others; what ſhall we ſay of the divine original it- 
ſelf, from which he copied, and to which he would 
lead the Corinthians and us for the perfect pat- 
tern of love? Soon indeed may we diſcern the in- 
finite ſuperiority of the maſter, to him who was 
taught by him, however ſucceſsfully, in this divine 
temper. | . 

Paul's love had no ſuch height to deſcend from, 
nor ſuch fulneſs to be emptied of, to embrace its 
objects: they were his brethren. He had no ſuch 
law to obey, nor ſuch circumſtances in death to 
endure, as Chriſt. Nor, on the other hand, had 
Jeſus ſuch favours to be grateful for, to cauſe him 
ſtoop to mortification, nor ſuch infirmities to be 
humbled under, nor ſuch deſerved wrath to be 
thankful for the eſcape from, in the ſervice of his 
deliverer, nor ſuch an unmerited heaven to ſtruggle 
for, while he felt the neceſſity of a command to 
preach the everlaſting goſpel for ſalvation, by a 
& wo to him, if he did it not (a).“ The ſelf-denials 
of our Lord's love for fouls are juſtly deſcribed, 
when it is ſaid, That though he was rich, yet 
&« for our ſakes he became poor, that we through 
% his poverty might be rich (6).“ | 
(a) 1 Cox. ix. 16, (5) 2 Cor. viii. 9. 


Let 


et 


the great Pattern of Chriſtian Benevolence. 85 


Yet Paul came nigheſt him of all men in ſeeking 
the ſalvation of many, that they might be ſaved; 
and, in order thereto, in deſiring to have a “ fel- 
& lowſhip with him in his ſufferings, and a con- 
c formity with him in his death (a).” - But the 
difference ſtill between them is as infinite is to finite, 
in all the condeſcenſions, the tenderneſs, the endu- 
rings, the patience, and the iſſues of their ſeveral 
loves to men. 

From being in the form of God, to the becoming 
a perſon, and aſſuming a character of no reputa- 
tion (6), was the aſtoniſhing ſelf-denial of Chriſt's 
love to fave us. From being Lord and Lawgiver 
in heaven, receiving praiſes from the thouſands 
there, the holy One in the midit of them, filling 
all things, giving life and blefling to all, and cau- 
ſing all things to conſiſt ; to his being made under 
ſuch a law as the croſs, holding converſation with 
ſinners, and hated intercourſe with wicked ſpirits 
in his temptation; to his being ſmitten, ſpit upon, 
and every way abuſed, forſaken by friends, not 
having a hole to lay his head, numbered among(t 
tranſgreſſors, and, after every indignity and poſ- 
fible ſtep of humiliation, to his yielding life itſelf, 
and giving up the ghoſt, by conſent of heaven, and 
earth, and hell, at once, for men: theſe are ſtrains 
of benevolence and good-will to others for their 


ſalvation, never before conceived or heard of; nay 


more, when now again exalted to glory and joy 
inexpreſſible, he till deigns, in the midſt of all, to 
be touched with his people's infirmities, in all their 
afflictions to be afflicted; ſending his Holy Spirit 
into their hearts, numbering the hairs of their 
head, caring for all, even the leaſt of them, over- 
ruling all things for their good, and every way 
prepareth them, as veſſels of mercy, for glory. 
What can we ſay unto ſuch love, but that it is the 
(a) Phil. iii. 10, (5) Phil. ii. 7, &c. 

a | love 
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love of God? The friendſhips on earth, the love 
of Paul, the love of angels, can have no place in 
compariſon here: if they are allowed to be diſtant 
imitations, to be ſhadows to this infinite kindneſs, 
they are highly honoured. | 
For if the lowneſs of the object ſhews the height 
of love, as the greatneſs of it diſplays the magni- 
ficence of power; if unworthineſs by ſin declares 
the freedom and diſintereſtedneſs of the divine lo- 
ver in his kindneſs; if exalting to high and eternal 
honours and joys diſcovers the riches of the boun- 
ty; if zeal to the end notwithſtanding the greateſt 
provocations from the loved object; and not being 
diſcouraged under the moſt aſtoniſhing perſonal 
indignities, until all the bleſſed purpoſes of kind- 
neſs are accompliſhed, make the praiſes of love 
perfect; then is the love of Chriſt, in ſeeking not 
his own, but our profit to falvation, abſolutely 
complete. He hath with-held nothing from us 
which Divinity can beſtow, nor can any thing be 
added to his grace *. 


And 

| 

* It is delightful to a ſerious and thinking Chriſtian, to find, 
'that let his religion be conſidered in what view one pleaſeth, there ] 
is always evidence for its truth; like a ſubſtance of perfect form, ! 
Jet it be thrown which way you will, it will ever tura up right ; I 
as from other views, ſo thus, for example, from this ſhort repre- 0 
ſentation of the principles and conduct of Jelus Chriſt in redeeming 0 
us, we are led to obſerve, that the very idea of this plan proves ſi 
its divinity. Men of true knowledge and taſte in any art or ſcience, t. 
know the hand of a maſter, in any work belonging to it; ti:ey at b 
once perceive a conſiſtency, a perfection, a ſuperiority of deſign, al 
and an eaſe in execution, which ſtand with them, inſtead of many in 
proofs, with regard to its author. de 
It is thus, ſpiritual men diſcern a plan in Chriſtianity, as taught af 
and perfected by Jeſus Chriſt, in its internal frame, ſuch as is it 
worthy of God, and which muſt, and could only come from him. fu; 
Its grand intention is evidently to diſplay the purity, the righteouſ- ler 
neſs, and the love of the moſt high God, to an infinite degree; in ſur 
doing ſo, connecting happineſs infeparably with holineſs, miſery ple 
with ſin. In theſe, as well as in the whole manner of producing it { 
the diſcoveries, they obſcrve an unity of intention, and conſiſtency ſtat 


carried Ulu 


Again, remove the law, no ground of conviction to produce re- 
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And are theſe things ſo indeed ? Is it a fact that 
the Divine Being is of this nature, the God of this 
love; and hath the Son of this God of love been 

Carts in 


earried through all. Along with this they take notice, that a jut 
proportion is obſerved in all its parts; of offence with threatening, 
of obedience with promiſe. And again, in that reconciliation, 
which is the ſoul and centre of the whole from the beginning, 
they ſce the firſt declared indignation againſt fin, highly kept up, 
and its moſt dreadful malignity more diſplayed than ever; while 
the reward of ſpotiels ſeli-denied obedience, in the perſonal honour 
and joy beſtowed upon the Redeemer, ſhews love to helineſs to a 
ſupreme degree. Theſe high proportions are ſtill preſerved in the 
winding all up in a final judgement, where an adequate retribution 
is to be ſettled, in an enduring happineſs or miſery to the different 
characters of thoſe, who either ſubmitted to the holineſs, righ- 
teouſneſs, and mercy of the plan, or to ſuch as, with aggravated 
guilt, rejected it. A connection alſo they mark in the whole 
trom age to age, from diſpenſation to diſpenſation, evidently re- 
lating to the fulfilment at laſt of the great deſign; not only a con- 
nec ion indeed, but a nice dependence of one part upon another. 
Take away its law, or its threatening, no propitiation due ; take 
away the propitiation, no ſpirit (its proper purciiaſe) to renew 
from ſo deep a death, no heaven to beſtow juſtly for reward. 


pentance. Take away the grace and mercy, then no inducement 
nor encouragement to it. Accomnanyiag all, a wiſdom and power 
proportioned to the grand effects is diſcerned ; thereby the moſt 
prudent counſels of adverſaries oppoſing theſe deſigns, are always 
brought to nought; and the means, often outwardly weak, diſpro- 
portioned, nay ſeemingly contradictory, are, on its fide, again 
over-ruled, to produce unerringly its intentions of private ſalvation 
or univerſal propezatiun. As an underworking, for the uſe and 
ſuited to the low ſtate of mankind, for whoſe unſpeakable benefit 
this ſcheme in the firſt place is intended, prophecies and ſigns go 
before, and many proper and ſigniſicant miracles attend its appear- 
ance, Outward circumſtances, too, arg found to create attention, 
in alarming judgements upon the oppoſers; and in no le's ſtriking 
deliverances and favour to the people of its faith, unleſs when their 
aſflictions are neccffary, and more valuable in the view of advancing 
it in the world, to be doubly recompenſed hereafter, cauſing the 
ſufferers themſelves to triumph in them: all concluding with a ſo- 
lemnity perfecily agreeable to the greatneſs of the whole, in a re- 
ſurrection of our bodies from the dead, in our becoming again com- 
plete, and a glorious iſſue in an awful judgement ; in the whole of 
it ſtanding connected with other worlds, and at laſt uniting all in a 
ſtate of abſolute perfection without ſpot, and without end. This 
uluſtration might be ſar extended, 
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in our world diſplaying it, and diſplaying it for 
our ſakes? is the veil of his humiliation now re- 
moved, and, by his reſurrection from the dead, is 
the 


Here then 1s certainly a plan great, new, extenſive, ſurpriſing, 
conſiltent, connected, and proportioned ;z every circumſtance well 
adjuſted, and in exact dependence one upon enother; conducted by 
wiſdom, ſupported by power, and all correſponding with facts ſuit- 
ed to the deſign intended; ſacts in themſelves extraordinary, gene- 
rally unexpected, not ſeldom deemed impoſſible, yet ever ſure; and 
otherwiſe than to anſwer theſe purpoſes, inexplicable under the di- 
vine government; all iſſuing in a ſtate of things like unto, and the 
proper perfection of what went before; in no part contradictory 
to itſelf, nor any one part or appearance of it to another; a foun- 
3 fit for the Arc? prey ah, a ſuperſtructure becoming the foun- 

tion. 

Yet all this declared N men choſen by Jeſus Chriſt to be the he- 
ralds of this doctrine, after, as he foretold to them, he ſhould be 


crucified, and riſe again; and who actually, after theſe events, 


performed this office. But how were they choſen by him? Not 
after long and previous acquaintance and trial, but ſeemingly in 
the moſt random way imaginable ; ſome of them evidently at firſt 
ſight; without any connection amongſt themſelves; nay often diſ- 


agreeing and offended with one another; without education to any 


knowledge directly proper, or which could even be ſubſervient to 
ſuch a Ne extremely flow to learn any new doctrine, and 
particularly averſe to the ſpirit and peculiarities of this: ſo that 
when Chriſt was ſeparated ſrom them, they were certainly igno- 
rant, and under deep prejudices againſt it, unfit to teſtify any 
thing that related to it, but the mere facts they had been witneſſes 

to; Far which could be of no uſe to explain the doctrine, until, 
by after inſtruction, they were taught to apply them to it. 

The only one of learning or compaſs of previous knowledge a- 
mongſt them, was the Apoſtle Paul: but then it is remarkable the 
ſcheme was declared, the doctrine of it preached, and the effects 
with regard to the converſion of thouſands to it produced, before 
he was called to be an apoſtle, as if ſo contrived, leſt it ever ſhould 
have been an objection, that ſuch an one among the diſciples was 
capable of deviſing it. Beſides, he had evidently a ſeparate com- 
miſſion from the reſt, ſeldom ſaw, or was employed with them. 

Now, if Jeſus Chriſt, by this ſeemingly random choice of diſci- 
ples, had a diſcerning of ſpirits, and therefore miſſed not his aira ; 
this ends the queſtion in favour of Chriſtianity, as it ſhews a ſuper- 
natural direction, and that, as he ſaid, he had communication with 
God, whom he called his heavenly Father. But iti this is denicd, 
and the argument taken up on the oppoſite ſooting, it will be no 
leſs miraculous, that ſo many men, ſo choſen, ſhould have deviſed 
and concurred in a ſcheme of truth, ſo ſublime, ſo conſiſtent, ſo 
adapted 
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the whole glory unfolded ? and are we called, not 
only to be ſaved by theſe compaſſions, but to re- 


ſemble the divine lover in an honourable imitation, 


adapted to other appearances in the world, and iſſuing ſo wonder- 
fully to the honour of righteouſneſs, and glory of thoſe who love 
it. Differ in what they would, in this to the laſt they were uni- 
form and undivided. We ſuppoſe no parallel in any reſpe& can be 
produced to this in any ſcheme of doctrine or truth throughout all 
the ages of the world, affordiry no imall confirmation to this 
„ counſel and work's being fron. God,“ Ads, v. 35. 

What have mankind, after all their wiſdom and philoſophy, pro- 
duced without revelation, that can fland any compariſon with this- 
ſcheme for the univerſe and for man, for time or eternity ? The 
fancy of man hath never bcen idle in theſe matters. But can the 
ancient ſchoois of wiſdom be better deſcribed, than in the words 
of this apoſtle, the © oppolitions of ſcience ?” And ſince Chriſti- 
anity hath appeared, and its unbelievers have had ſo many evident 
advantages from it, to enlighteu and adjuſt their notions, what is 
the fruit? but meaſuring back our ſteps to darkneſs, to the moſt 
comfortleſs darkneſs, of “a world without particular providence 
% governing it, and of fouls now exiſting, but without hope of 
% their. continuance in an after ſtate of being.“ Dark, dark in- 
deed ! one ſhudders at the dreary gloom. Of late, ſuch ſchemes 
of the moral government of God, aud the foundations of morality 
amongſt men, zpart from, and inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, have 
abounded; which in private whiſper to the irreligious and unwary 
have appeared ſpecious; but when brought to light, Chriſtians 
need only ſtand by, and ſce their ſeveral authors and abettors over- 
turn one another for their ſeveral inconſiſtencies and abſurdities. 
For to them all may well be applied, what a fine poct hath ſung 
concerning one particular. branch of modern ſcience. 


Then with imagin'd ſovereignty, 
Lord of his new hypotheſis, he reigns : 
He reigns ! how long? till ſome uſurper riſe ; 
And he, too, mighty thoughtful, mighty wile, 
Studics new lines, and other circles feigns. 
From this laſt toil, again, what knowledge flows? 
uſt perhaps as much as ſhows, 
That all has predeceſſor's rules 
Were empty cant, all jargon of the ſchools, 
That he on t'other's ruin rears her throne, 
And ſhows his friend's miſtake, and thence confirms his own. 
Bleſſed Chriſtianity ! which in its truth is like its author, the 
fame to-day, yeſterday, and for ever; which ſlands immoveable 
amidſt the ſhocks and attacks of many adverſaries, appearing, by 
every new aflault, more and more beautiful, and more and more 


impregnable, 9 
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by our love to one another? The argument with 
man was always ſtrong for love: being all of one 
blood, who ever ſhould have hated his own fleſh ; 
who not nouriſh and cheriſh it? But fince Chriſt 
hath become bone of our bone, and fleſh of our 
fleſh, and nouriſhed and cheriſhed a church a- 
mongſt us, who would not be like him, and love 
men? Who can reject the propoſition, That it is 
good to be like God? Wi:o can produce a reaſon 
againſt it? Who would not be like God ? like God 
in all the glories of his love, now diſplayed in per- 
fect beauty, by Jeſus Chriſt, in his ſelf-denials for 
our falvation ? If he hath ſo loved man, ſhall not 
men love one another ? Was love fo great a part of 
the divine image wherein at firſt we were framed ? 
was this loſt by tranſgreſſion, when guilty ſelüfh- 
nels, with its evil train, took place in our hearts? 
would the tender mercies of God, by his loving 
Son, now reſtore us to a bleſſed reſemblance of 
him? are all men again ſet before us for the com- 
paſſions, and new objects by grace raiſed up, for 
the complacencies and all the ſympathies of our 
love? are the deepeſt concerns of others preſented 
to us, for its full exertion? have we, in this bleſſed 
purſuit, opportunities of raiſing our ſouls to the 
higheſt elevation in kindneſs, as well as of dilating 
them to the wideſt dimenſions, in defiring and re- 
joicing in the good of multitudes, who may be ſa- 
ved? againſt theſe things there can be no law (a). 
In Jeſus Chriſt we have beheld this heavealy love 
perfected, as in doctrine and redemption, fo in 
actual life as a pattern amongſt us. And in the 
apoſtle of us Geatiles we have ſeen, how dutifully 
under the influence of many obligations, and how 
ſucceſsfully, by divine grace, men may copy after it. 
Not that we are called to the felt-fame actions 
and expreſſions of this benevolence to others, as 


(a) Gal. v. 23. 
| Chriſt 
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Chriſt and his apoſtle; but to the ſame ſpirit of 


methods as God gives us opportunities and talents 
for, to advance the ſame blefied ends of good to 
others, which they purſued; even as the apoſtle 
and Chriſt himſelf, at different times, performed 
diſtinct acts of the ſame kindneſs. God hath fo 
knit his world, his church, and people together, 
that, by various kind offices, all may breathe the 
ſame ſpirit, and all promote the ſame excellent ends 
of mutual advantage and comfort. This paſſeth 
through all the works of God; the chain and ever 

link of it is wonderful; and from height to depth, 


one part of it can be illuſtrated by another, in 


beautiful analogy. 80 writeth the apoſtle: “ For 
« as the body is one, and hath many members, and 
© all the members of that one body, being many, 
are one body; fo alſo is Chriſt. For by one 
Spirit we are all baptized into one body, whether 


„ we be Jews or Gentiles, bond or free; and have 


«<4 


that “he that is joined unto the Lord, is one ſpi- 
« rit (b);” hath the ſame ſpirit of love every way 
to men, which was in him, for their good in all 
reſpects, and chiefly for their ſalvation. And it 
is in deep wiſdom kindly contrived, that the loweſt 
member of Chriſt can thus exerciſe his ſpirit and 
love. Who, for example, cannot breathe out 
his foul to God in affectionate concern for Zion's 
proſperity, by prayer that her citizens may abound, 
and flouriſh like graſs upon earth? Who may 
not, in the ſympathies of love, remember them 
that are in bonds, as bound with them; and 
them which ſuffer adverſity, as being yet in the 
body? Who may not in kindneſs exhort his 
neighbour, while it is called to-day? who not 
walk as the ſons of God in the world, holding forth 
(a) I Cor. ii. 13. 14. | (5) 1 Cor, vi. 17. h 
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love that reigned in them, to be ſhewn by ſuch. 


been all made to drink into one Spirit (a) :? 80 
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the word of life, and by many ways edify thoſe a- 


round him? Nay, who may not give his mite, 
when that is called for, to ſuſtain his Lord's poor in 


the world, or to ſend the knowledge of falvation to 


the ends of the earth? To theſe and other ſuch 
evidences of divine love in the members of Chriſt, 
there are the higheſt commands, as well as encou- 
ragements, in the goſpel; as the reward of the la- 
bours of this love is hereafter to be, not according 
to the actual ability, but to the degree of kindneſs 
that excited the exertion, however {mall. And this 
naturally leads us, 


IV. To apply this ſubject to the particular occa- 
fion of our being aſſembled here at this time; and 
therefore to recomm-nd ta your liberality, thoſe 
objefts which the worthy Society for propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge with us, have taken under 
their care. h 

That in this method we may ſhew, we © ſeek not 
« our own profit, but the profit of others, that 
&« they may be ſaved,” is obvious, as from other 
conſiderations, fo from the words of the apoſtle, in 
Rom. xii. 6. where ſeveral offices of Chriſtian love 
are reckoned up; and it is faid, “ Having then 
e gifts, differing according to the grace that is 815 
« ven to us, whether . 2 dec miniſtry;“ 
— and it is added, ver. 8. He that giveth, with 
« ſimplicity; he that ſheweth mercy, with chear- 
« fulneſs;” plainly declaring, that as fome in the 
church might edify their brethren by the miniſtry, 
others by miraculous gifts, and all by fome ſympa- 
thiſing act of kindnels, as the ſeveral members of 
our bodies in their different functions are ſervice— 
able to the whole; ſo upon thoſe who are poſſeſſed 
of this world's goods, licth an obligation, with 
ſingleneſs and chearfulneſs of ſpirit, to give of their 
earthly ſubſtance, when it is in providence _ 

or, 
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for, either to ſupport the poor brethren of Chriſt, 
or otherwiſe to promote his intereſt in the world, 
and thereby ſhow their love to him, and to his re- 
deemed, as Chriſt himfelf manifeſted his love, when 
rich, in becoming poor for them; or as the apoſtle 
did his, in labours and ſufferings; or while he em- 
ployed his gift of many tongues, to preach the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt for ſalvation to the whole 
world, 

And in entering upon the addreſs we have now 
in charge to make you, for the good work of ſup- 
porting, by part of your worldly ſubſtance, thoſe 
objects we are to ſet before your Chriſtian compaſ- 
fion, ſuffer me to call upon you to obſerve, that as 
thoſe who ſtand miniſtering unto you in this place 
for ſalvation, have often cauſe to be aſtonithed, 
while they reflect, that, inſtead of being only em- 


ployed as the mouth of men to God, humbly and 


ardently beſceching him to be reconciled to them 
they ſhould be called to reverſe the action, and in 
God's name, as if his were the loſs to be delivered 
from, and theirs the favour to beſtow, to intreat 
men, in the moſt anxious manner, for Chriſt's ſake, 
to be reconciled to him. The ſcene, if in the 
flighteſt manner adverted to, is confounding to the 
ſoul, in reſpect to the condeſcenſion of God, the 
grace of Chriſt, and the inſenſibility, the ſpiritual 
fleep, the death of men. The like ſurpriſe upon 
ſuch an occaſion as this may ſeize us, when we con- 
ſider, that he © whoſe” (according to ver. 26. of our 
context) “ is the earth, and the fulneſs thereof,” and 
whoſe is all the ſubſtance we poſſeſs, thould appear, 
in the matter of our bounty, changing place with 
us, and inſtead of ſovereignly commanding to em— 
ploy “ his gold and his filver” as he pleaſeth, ſhould 
be found declaring, that what we give, is lent to 
him, which he will repay z nay ſupplicating our mites 
to ſupply his needy ones, or to fulfil his other pur- 
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poſes on the earth, as if he had no other way in 
the power of his all- ſufficiency, to anſwer theſe 
ends; and nnder aſſurance too, that whatſoever 1s 
ſo done, he will reckon as done to himſelf, and 
now and hereafter, for our poor gifts, beſtow the 
joy and the reward; as if the thoughts, the means, 
and the works of the mercy had not been all his 
own, bur ours. 

But feeing ſuch are the ways of God with men, 
we proceed to ſet before you two objects which our 
Chriſtian Society have under their care, and for 
which they by us ſolicit your beneficence. 

1. The firſt is one long and well known in Scot- 
land, and which we may call a child truly heaven- 
ly, formed in the minds of ſome Honourable and 
Chriſtian men of this country and place, in the be- 
gintfing of this century; in its early days nurfed by 
a Queen *; thereafter cheriſhed and reared up to 
vigour by the royal and continued bounty of our 
good Princes +; and now in hope of being ripened 
to farther maturity, under the kind influence of 
our preſent moſt gracious Sovereign 3. 

Confiderable too hath been its nouriſhment, from 
the donations of private Chriſtians at home, and in 
other countries, as wel as by the charities collected 
through the church in general, and in theſe an- 
nual ailemblies. We acknowledge the cry {till is, 
«© Give, give;“ yet not as the daughters of the 
horſe-leech, to devour and to deſtroy ; but to have 
wherewithal to diſtribute, and to. perform thoſe ſa- 
crifices wherewith God is well pleaſed. 

There are general good topics which may be uſed 
to promote all charities, and there are motives pe— 
culiar to each. That to which we now exhort you, 


* Q. Anne's firſt patent 1708. 'F 
+ Ihe royal bounty of 10991, yearly. 
+ Clauſes in favour of new ereQfions, &. in the act for annex- 


ing the forfeitcd eſtates, &c. 
| « the 
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© the ſupport of the charity-ſchools in our high- 
6 lands and iflands,” affordeth many. By different 
arguments this hath formerly been preſſed with 
ſucceſs; theſe which at preſent occur to move your 
kindneſs, receive favourably as follows. 

The objects are our own; and our Lord himſelf, 
though he came in his love to fave all nations, yet 
was not inſenſible to this conſideration, when he 
ſaid, “I came to my own.” 

Their language and country makes them in a 
great meaſure otherwiſe inacceflible to us or to our 
kindneſs, than by this method. Relief to their ne- 
ceſſities in their beſt intereſt, inſtruction for life e- 
ternal, muſt thus be ſent them; but “ pure and 
© undefiled religion is to viſit the deſolate.” 

'They are children, and children of parents who 
have neither acceſs nor power but by thele means 
to have them inſtructed, and in this view may be 
confidered as fatherleſs. Now, children are a deep 
article in the covenant of our mercy. The Lord 
himſelf ſaid with great tenderneſs, “ Suffer them 
© to come to me.” And the © Father of the Fa- 
© therleſs” is one of the moſt endearing titles of 
the God of love whom we are called to reſemble. _ 

It is not merely a temporary benefit that is in- 
tended, but one to be tranſmitted to future ages, 
which greatly increaſeth its importance. We at- 
tempt in this, according to the law to Iſrael, © to 
„„ make known the teſtimony of God to children, 
de that the generation to come might know it, the 
„ children which {ſhould be born; who ſhould 
« ariſe and declare it to their children; that they 
« alſo might ſet their hope in God (a).* This 
conſideration cauſeth the profit of thouſands, and 
thouſands yet unborn, who thall reap this benefit, 
to riſe in pleaſant proſpect before thoſe who beſtow 
if, 

(a) Pſal. hexviti. 5H. 6. 
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Nor let former diſcouragements ſlacken the hand 
in this good work. There hath always been ſuch 
in the beſt works in the world. When God's beſt 
ſeed itſelf is caſt forth, with liberal hand, in the 
world's field; while ſome take good root, others 
fall on the way-ſide, and others are choked ; yet is 
not the loſs to the ſower. God will give them their 
full wages: their own ſhare of the harveſt ſhall 
be plenteous. 

When this Society firſt took its riſe, amongſt 
others, one mighty diſcouragement lay in the way, 
making it doubtful if ever the defired ends could 
be fully attained. The earthly ſuperiors of the ob- 
jects of this charity held them in flaviſh dependence. 
Ancient and rivetted cuſtom, made ſtrong too by 
legal tenures, ſo rendered the maſters “lords of 
«& their good and evil,” as put it in their power at 
once to deſtroy (by carrying the poor vaſlals where 
they would) all the fruits of the kind pains taken 
upon them. Nor, on the parts even of the ſlaves 
themſelves, was this evil leflened, by the unfortu- 
nate, but inveterate prejudices, they had in favour 
of this their miſerable bondage: 80 very low can 
the boaſted dignity of human nature be brought ! 
But the love which formed the great and good de- 
fign, was of that kind which „ believeth all things, 
& and hopeth all things;” and prevailed, under all 


theſe diſadvantages, and in theſe precarious circum- 


ſtances, „to caſt the bread upon the waters, and 
6“ not to with-hold the hand,” ſeeking their pro- 
fit, that they might be ſaved. To ſuch nobleneſs 
and B of ſpirit doth real Chriſtianity raiſe 
men! 

And indeed twice hath the unhappy influence we 
have mentioned, carricd ſome of thoſe for whom 
theſe means of divine inſtruction were deviſed, to 
attempts, which, had they proved ſucceſsful, muſt 
have ruined both themſelves and us. ry 

= | ut 
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But of many, ſurely, who followed their maſters 
in theſe evil enterpriſes, it might be ſaid, as of 
thoſe who were called to follow Abſalom, in his re- 
bellion againſt his father,“ They went in their ſim- 
« plicity, and knew not any thing (a).“ And as 
ſince that time we have ſeen that all of them, with- 
out exception, can be employed with honour and 
advantage in better ſervice; fo, even in the midſt 
of the danger from them, the argument was fair, 
& There is the greater reaſon for inſtructing them.“ 
But now, in great happineſs to them and us, their 
laſt attempt hath been over-ruled, to the knocking 
off their dreadful fetters to their ancient lords. 
They, with us, are now free. They hear the voice, 
and taſte the ſweets and advantages of liberty. Ac- 
ceſs to their inſtruction is, by many circumſtances, 
rendered more eaſy; and they who beſtow this 
way, have ſurer proſpects of the good ends intend- 
ed, being anſwered amongſt them. tan 

Finally, with regard to this part of the ſubject, 
let it never be out of view, that the grand aim, in 
all this care, is, “that they ſhould be ſaved.” O- 
ther laudable defigns * have of late been forwarded 
for their outward benefit; may they ſucceed, and, 
as is intended, prove ſubſervient to promote their 
beſt intereſts : for Chriſtians will ever ſay to one 
another, „We with above all things, that thou 


© mayſt proſper,—even as thy ſoul proſpereth (5).” 


Without this laſt indeed, in their eyes, who have 
themſelves believed for lite eternal, (though: they 
are the laſt of mankind who can be diveſted of com- 
paſſion of any ſort, yet) the reſt are ſcarcely worth 
a wiſh. With it, to every agreeable circumſtance 
of other kinds of proſperity, their hearts beat 
warm. x EPS LPR 


(a) 2 Sam. xv. II. 


5) 3 John, a. 
* Second Charter, (2) 3J Feet 
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And if, in our highlands and iflands, the happy 
fruit of theſe infirudtions ſhall prove ſalvation, the 
Chriſtian benefactors will be filled with true ſatiſ- 
faction; when, in every and in the beſt ſenſe, 
they are made to know, that our wilderneſs and 
ſalitary places are become glad; that our deſerts 
F* are rejoicing, and bloſſoming as the roſe; that 
the eyes of the blind are there opened, the ears of 
the deaf unſtopped, and the tongue of the ſtam- 
* merex, and the dumb finging; when in our wil- 
% derneſs waters are breaking out, and ſtreams in 
⏑ our deſert; when no lion is found there, nor 
« an ravenous beaſt, but the redeemed of the 

Lord walking there (a). Fo 
| 80 much conccrning the object of your libera- 
lity this day. 

2. There is a ſecond, not more intereſting in. 

deed; far, as hath been faid, theſe are our own ;” 
but, in another view, more important, as vaſtly 
more extended, we would next recommend to your 
kindneſs, and towards which this Society at all 
times is ready to receive your beneticence, with 
thankfulneſs to God and you. 
At hath been above obſerved, that ſelfiſhneſs ever 
narrows in its wayward courſe; but benevolence, 
ready for every good work, always ſecks, and ſel- 
dom but enjoys A eyes ſphere and compals, for its 
kind acts. 

The “good vine” (we have now ſpoke of) 
* planted amongſt ourſelves, having taken deep 
& root, and filled our land, having covered our 
«hills with her ſhadow, bath - alſo ſent out her 
* boughs into the fea, and her branches to diſtant 
6 xivers (b.“ 

For after this good ſociety, as was antun and 
uſt, had ſettled the means of divine inſtruction, in 
the remote parts of our own country, a voice was 

, (a) Iſa. Av. (3) Pſal. xx. 10. 11. 
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heard from afar, ſaying, „Help us.” Nor was a 
deaf uncompattionate ear lent to the cry. This 
Socicty were not to be inſtructed, that the Father 
of their Lord had declared as his decree, “ the 
6 Heathen ſhould be given him for his inheritance, 
& and the uttermoſt ends of the carth for his poſ- 
« ſeſhon (a);” nor that their Lord himfelf, in the 
days of his miniſtry upon earth, had alſo faid in 
prophecy, that ** this goſpel of the kingdom ſhall 
% be preached in all the world for a witneſs unto 
“ all nations, and then ſhall the end come (6) :? 
and they were, by their own obligations to mercy, 
debtors to ſeek the profit of many, however in 
every ſenſe atar off, that they might be ſaved. 
Accordingly miſſionaries from this Society have 
been ſupported among the wildeſt Indians in Ame- 
rica, and though not always, (for reaſons now in 
a good meaſure removed), yet ſometimes have la- 
boured, with remarkable ſucceſs, as is to be learn- 


ed from Mr Brainerd's and other journals. 


This harveſt is now become far more plenteous, 
and more labourers are called for. The divine 
blefling upon his Majeſty's arms, and the happy 
fruit, in the eſtabliſhment of peace, make us like 
men that dream, while we think on the ſecurity 
of our colonies in America, the reſt of our churches 
there, and the vaſt extent of dominion, both in 
reſpect of territory, and the multitude of Heathen 
tribes, now acquired to us. | 

But ſhall national power and glory, and the in- 
creaſe of periſhing wealth, (fo often deſtructive to 
its poſſefſors), be all the fruit ? Forbid it, Lord! 
Worldly and political men may carry their views 


no farther; but real Chriſtians will be attentive to 


other objects upon this great event. They will re- 

member what God hath ſpoken, in unfailing pro- 

phecy, concerning his Zion: Lift up thine eyes 

„ (a) Pfalii 8. (5) Match. xxtv. 144. 
I 2 te round 
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„ round about, and behold : all theſe gather them- 
« ſelves together, and come to thee: as I live, 
faith the Lord, thou ſhalt ſurely clothe thee with 
* them all, as with an ornament, and bind them 
„% on thee as a bride doth (a).“ And again, 
« Sing, O barren, thou that didſt not bear; break 
* forth into ſinging, and cry aloud, thou that didſt 
& not travail with child: tor more are the chil- 
« dren-of the deſolate, than the children of the 
© married wife, faith the Lord. Enlarge the place 
* of thy tent, and let them ſtretch forth the cur- 
« tains of thy habitations : ſpare not, lengthen 
« thy cords, and ſtrengthen thy ſtakes. For thou 
falt break forth on the right hand, and on the 
© left (6).“ As after the King of Zion (having 
aſcended in triumph over all his enemies) was 
reigning in all his glory, it is declared, “ The 
& kingdoms of this world are become the king- 
« doms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, and he 
„% ſhall reign for ever and ever (c).“ 

At fuch a time as this, then, in comparing the 
words and the ways of God together, Chriſtians will 
be led to deep thoughts of heart, about the accom- 
pliſhment of the counſels of the Lord, which ſtand 
for ever ; and perhaps, upon this great event, will 
be led to remember his works in the paſt genera- 
tion. And was it for this, will they ſay, that in 
hard times for conſcience, laſt century, ſo many in 
Britain, who feared the Lord greatly *, left their 

native 


(a) Iſa. xlix. 18. (2) Iſa. liv. init. (e) Rev. xi. 15. 

* It is remarkable, that in K. William and Q. Mary's charter 
to New England, they expreſsly declare, that King Charles I. 
their royal grandfather's intentions of giving his patent to the firſt 
| ſettlers was, that their good lives and orderly converſations may 
win the Indians, natives of the country, to the knowledge and 
obedience of the only and true God, and Saviour of mankind, 
and the Chriſtian faith.” At once the moſt noble teſtimony for 
theſe good men from the hands of their perſecutors, and an inde- 
kble reproach upon that Proteſtant government which permitted 
not 
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native country, and went voluntary exiles, through 
the dangerous deep, to this diſtant wilderneſs; where 
the hardſhips were ſo great, and ſo many fell under 
them; where others, beyond ſtrength, bore, and 
had patience, and fainted not; but, in the midſt of 
all perſonal diſcouragements, with apoſtolic love. 
and zcal “ laboured amongſt the original natives, 
% not ſecking their own profit, but the profit of 
„% many, that they might be ſaved?” 

And do we indeed now diſcern the divine over- 
ruling of all this? and is this one of the many ac- 
compliſhmeuts of what our Lord once ſaid to over- 
curious Peter, What I do, thou knoweſt not now, 
„ but ſhalt know hereafter (a)?“ and as the expla- 
nation of that once dark diſpenſation, do we now 
ſee this field open, and appear boundleſs, as the 
blefling upon that precious ſeed ? and do not our. 
hearts enlarge to it? Was it indeed for this that 
righteous men were brought from the eaſt, in holy 
humble pilgrimage, with their families, their little 
ones, and their ſubſtance, as at the foot of God? 
that “ then,” but more“ now” nations ſhould be 

iven before them and their ſeed, by ſpiritual, the 
nobleſt of all conqueſt? And do they now call to 
this Society r, and by them to us all, for help to 
carry them on? and ſhall that help not be given, 
liberally given? | 

With them are the inſtruments for this heavenly 


not ſuch to have a quiet and peaceable habitation in their own na- 
tive land. How much happier our times, when of this unnatural 
and antichriſtian crime of perſecution, it may be ſaid, that it is 
not fo much as named amongſt us, as becometh men, and Chri- 
ſtians, and Proteſtants, to the praiſe of our good government, 
and its gentle adminiſtration. See Neal's hiſtory of New England, 
vol. 2. app. No 2. | | 

* Meſl. Eliot, Mayhews, and others. 

(a) Jol, xiü. 7. | 

+ Sce the American correſpondence with the Society, upon this 
head, in the late ſtates of the Society's affairs, at the end of their 
anniverſary ſermons. ; | 
I 3 warfare,, 
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warfare, and you they ſolicit for ſuccour to them; 
ſuccour, not to enrich, but barely to ſupport THEIR 
neceſſities, whom, from among them, God ſtirreth 
up to go amongſt the Heathen, to bring them, not 
by our carnal, but his own ſpiritual weapons, unto 
the obedience of Chriſt; men who are contented to 
be poor, if they may make many rich; and to ſpend 
their own days and lives in labour, if they may lead 
others to everlaſting reſt. 

And is not this a fair occaſion for our allowing 
the doctrine of our text to have its full effect upon 
us; a happy opportunity for exerting our Chriſtian 
benevolence in ſeeking the profit of many, that they 
may be ſaved, and thus become imitators of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of his and our apoſtle ? 

Here is ignorance, This cloud hath long ſar 
deep and thick upon theſe Heathen nations; and 
long have they ſat contented and unalarmed under 
it. Darkneſs, groſs darkneſs, covereth this people; 
and it is given-to us, to cauſe the day-ſpring from 
n high to viſit them,” and diſperſe their dread- 
ful gloom; * to bring them to the knowledge of 
« falvation by the remiſſion of ſin, and guide their 
, feet to the ways of peace.” With many advan- 
tages may we now ſay to them, “ Ariſe, thine ; for 
« your light is come, and the glory of the Lord hath 
« ariſen upon you.” 

And they are“ many.” The different denomi- 
nations of men in our context, filled an apoſtle's 
ſoul, enlarged in love, when he thought of ſaving 
many from amongſt them all: and here, too, the 
many different tribes and denominations of men, 
which at preſent lie open to our ſpiritual inſtruc- 
tion, may well ſuit our moſt boundleſs and Chri- 
{tian love to ſouls. 

How many Indians, by poſſeſſing their country, 
and dwelling with them, we have acceſs to, we can- 
not ſay, as we cannot tell from whence they are 

ſprung 
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fprung *. Here too are the deſpiſed negroes, who 
yet are men, and men who ought to be brought, by 
us, 


There have been many diſquiſitions, among learned men, 
concerning the peopling of America; as may be ſeen in Harris's 
voyages, Neal's hiſtory of New England, and other books where 
collections of theſe things are. As to South America, the pre- 
ſumptions are high, that the inhabitants have come from China, 
or other parts of Aſia: as, upon the other hand, the proofs are 
no leſs ſtrong, that the people of North America have come 
from Tartary. In this however is another no leſs difficult que- 
ſtion involved, what people theſe originally have been ? As the 
migration was not impoſſible, ſome have imagined they are the po- 
ſterity of the ten tribes. Dr Fletcher, ambaſſador from Queen 
Eliſabeth to Muſcovy, has collected ſeveral curious circumſtances 


to prove that the Tartars are deſcended from theſe tribes. See 


this treatiſe republiſhed in Whiſton's liſe, p. 576. And, notwith- 
ſtanding all that Baſnage or others have ſaid to Uiſcredit this opinion, 
there are ſome things very unaccountable amongſt theſe Tartars, 
if at no time they have had a connection with the Iſraclites. The 
notion of the Fartars being thus deſcended, is far from an incon- 
ſiſtency with the people of North America's being ſprung from 
them too: on the contrary, it increaſeth the preſumption that it is 
ſo. Sir William Penn, in his letter of the preſent ſtate of the lands 
of the Engliſh in America, in order to ſtrengthen this opinion, a- 
meng other things favouring it, ſays, that they reckon by moons, 
offer the firſt-fruits, mourn for their dead in relpeck to time, as do 
the Jews; and that the cuſtoms of their wom u are ſimilar to theirs, 
But theſe things may be equally found among the moſt barbarous 
and ancient nations of the univerſe. See, for inſtance Colben's ac- 
count of the Cape of Good Hope. And in argument this hath quite- 
another effect than to prove that ſuch people are the deſcendents of 
the Jews, namely, to ſhow unanſwerably, that many, very many, 
of the inſtitutions of Moſes, are the republication of the religious 
uſages of Noah, and of ſuch conſequently zs were by God appoint- 
ed for mankind from the beginning, and after the fall; and the au- 
thor knows he is well founded in aſſerting, that no man can be ſen- 
ſible how far this goes, until he hath very carefully compared the 
cuſtoms recorded in Job, and the part of the Pentateuch which pre- 
cedes the giving of the law, with the law of Moſes itſelf; a view 
of things extremely favourable to revelation. There are ſome other 
articles indeed, in Sir William's letter, that have auother aſpect, 
and muſt have been peculiar to the Jews, ſuch as the North Ame» 
ricans keeping a kind of feaſt of tabernacles, their having an altar 
raiſed upon twelve ſtones; but eſpecially, if it ſhall be found true, 
what is of late reported by ſome miſſionaries, that, among ſome 


tribes, they kill a fawn once a-year, about the time of the Jewiſh 


paſſover, and allow not a bone to be broken; that they eat _—_ 
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us, to him in whom it is promifed, “ that all na- 
« tions of the earth ſhall be bleſſed *.“ Theſe in- 
deed 


the ſinew which ſhrank; and (the Cherokees) have cities called 
Beloved, where upon no account they allow blood to be ſhed: 
I ſay, if theſe reports ſhall be found true, what concluſien can one 
draw, but that aſſuredly theſe people are of the Jews? In a late 
curious and learned treatiſe, it is ſhewn, that the weights, &c. of 
of Cornwall were thoſe uſed by the ancient Phœnicians : and 
who, after that, can heſitate about the Phœnicians having of old 
correſponded, at leaſt, with that part of Britain, becauſe it is be- 
yond all credibility, that otherwiſe two ſuch diſtant countries 
ſhould have hit upon the ſame frandards of traffic? Or when the 
old Perſian and Druid religions are compared, and ſuch a reſem- 
blance found in their ſeveral ſuperſtitions; how can an opinion of 
their having the ſame original be avoided ? But ſurely it is no leſs, 
nay more incredible, indeed wholly inexplicable, that the diſtin- 

uiſhing rites of the Iſraelites, and which can only have meaning, 
by the circumſtance of their ſcttling in Canaan, that theſe ſtould 
be thought upon, and adopted by a people now ſo barbarous, and 
naturally made fo by their manner of life, and only kept up by 
long tradition among them. Theſe people muſt have come from 
ſome of the firſt inhabited parts of the carth : and can any lay 
ſuch a claim to them, as the Jews, if after inquiry what is above 
is ſound juſt, as well as other circumſtances of language, &c. 
which, in a note like this, cannot be enlarged upon? If any 
thing like evidence were found for this, what additional zeal might 
juſtly fill our fouls for the converſion of theſe tribes?” and what ar- 
guments might fill the mouths of thoſe who preach a Meſſiah to- 
them? and upon the whole what cffeAs this miglit have upon 
Chriſtians in general in the world, who can ſay ? 


* We enter not upon the general queſtion, how far the making 
or purchaſing of ſlaves. is conſiſtent with Chriſtianity. We know 
it was one of its ancient fruits, to baniſh flavery, with otner Hea- 
then barbarities. Neither do we inquire into the good policy. 
of fetting no bounds to their numbers in our colonies. But we 
may juſtly aſſert, that it is againſt the whole genius and ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity, to uſe ſlaves inhumanely. Enough of ſin, tureiy, is 
committed in the nianner of procuring them, and of exciting others 
to procure them; but when once our property, not to treat them 
as men, and as men to be redeemed, muſt be conſidered by the 
righteous judge of all the earth, as a crime of uncommon aggrava- 
tion. Is it not enough that theſe poor men ſhould be reduced to 
the loweſt condition our natures are capable of, and be deprived of 
liberty, (which in particular we their maſters projeſs to value a- 
bove life itſelf), for our outward advantage, that we ſhould not 


Cs a 77, all. 
+ See Borlaſ: ntiquities of Cor __ 
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deed are not ſo much confidered upon the footing 
of neighbours by us, as the Indians. They are our 
ſlaves : yet this ought not to hinder our Chriſtian 


bowels to be moved for their ſalvation, but rather, 


as giving us more power over them, excite our en- 
deavours, from the greater hope of ſucceſs, to 
bring them to it. Thus might we turn their evil 
into good; and make their {ſlavery to men prove 
the happy occaſion of their becoming partakers of 
the glorious liberty of the ſons of God; and beau- 
tify with ſalvation thoſe black, and long outcaſt ſons 
of Ham. There alſo dwell many idolaters called 
Chriſtians, for the recovery of whom from their 
lying deluſions and the depths of Satan, it were 


admit them to the well-grounded hope of another life, to comfort 
them under their bondage and toil in this? that there ſhould be ſo 
many complaints of the n of our planters, and theſe ſo 
well founded, that they are not only indifferent, but averſe to their 
being inſtructed in the knowledge of Chriſt for ſalvation, and that 
too for reaſons which heighten the crime greatly? This did not 
Abraham ; who having ſervants born in his houſe, 7. e. ſlaves, God 
teſtified of him, I know— that he will command his children and 
„his houſehold after him, and they ſhall keep the way of the 
« Lord:” and it is immediately added, © that the Lord may bring 
* upon Abraham that which he hath ſpoken of him,“ Gen. xviii. 
19. With what -propricty, therefore, was this kind parent and 
maſter made the father of the ſeed which was to bleſs all nations, 
who ſhewed ſuch impartial benevolence in the matters of ſalvation 
to all? Indifference here cannot be innocent: If, where the out- 
ward life of others is in hazard, God can be ſo angry at this tem- 
— will he not ſhew higher indignation at it, where the eternal 

ife of ſouls is in queſtion? © Doth not he that pondereth the 
* heart conſider it? and he that keepeth thy ſoul, doth not he 
© know it ? and ſhall not he render to every man according to his 
„% works?” Prov. xxiv. 12. Is not this the high accuſation againſt 
the Phariſees, of their „taking away the key of knowledge?“ 
Luke, xi. 52. Or is this fulfilling God's intention of giving his 
2 people“ the lands of the Heathen?“ Pſal. cv. 44. Or, 

nally, is not this the conſummation of all goſpel-crimes, © for- 
bidding to ſpeak to the Gentiles, that they might be ſaved, te 
fill up their ſins alway ?” which are followed with theſe dreadful 
words: © for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermoſt, 
1 Thefl. ii. 16. a 


— 


both 


| 
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both the honour and the joy of our Chriſtian love 
to labour. 

Behold then a wide field whitening to a heavenly 
harveſt. By our beneficence we may make a happy 
beginning for providing the labourers, and ſo ſhew 
ourſelves of the ſame ſpirit of love for the ſalvation 
of many fouls as Paul and his Lord. 

If this apoſtle could preſs ſo earneſtly, and by 
fo many arguments, the Chriſtian benevolence of 
the Corinthians, to ſhew itfelt by their liberality, 
for the ſupplying the outward neceflities of their 
brethren at Jeruſalem, in a time of outward fcar- 
city (a); how much more fervently may you be 
urged to employ your beneficence towards ſupply- 
ing whole nations of your brethren of mankind, in 
their abſolute famine of the bread of life eternal ? 

If to be like the God of mercy; if to do to 
others, as, if you were in their circumſtances, and 
they in yours, (and ſovereignty might have made 
it ſo), you would “ now” with they would have 
done to you; if having it in the power of your 
hand, by a part of your ſubſtance, to ſhew mercy, 
you would take pleaſure in chuſing a preferable 
work of kindneſs; if you reflect that God might 
have called others to ſhew this regard to him, to 
Chriſt, and to ſouls, but diſtinguiſheth you, by 
calling you to this honour; and conſider, that if 
you ſhould decline, he will find others to fulfil this 
ſervice, it being impoſſible he ſhould ever be at a 
loſs for hearts to feel, or hands to miniſter to theſe 
neceſſities he would provide for, as he will not ei- 
ther hereafter want heads to crown with honour, or 
-mouths to fill with praiſe, as the rewards he ſhall be- 
ſtow for ſuch labours of love, ſhewn to the goſpel of 
— ſalvation, and to the ſouls he would redeem by 

: if ſuch conſiderations, I ſay, can move, then let 
4 have all their weight with you for the pro- 
moting of that, for which we now ſolicit, as, upon 
(a) 2 Cor. viii. py 

the 
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the ſlighteſt review they will be found ſo ſtrongly to 
apply to it. : 

Great was the defire of theſe nations to obtain 
this vaſt conqueſt, and great their triumph, when 
God proſpered, beyond expectation, our arms for 
that end: and ſhall not a ſenſe of gratitude, by en- 
gaging in what will moft pleaſe our divine Benefac- 
tor, the ſending his beloved goſpel among the na- 
tions he hath given as duft to our ſword, be the 
great expreſſion of our thankfulneſs to him? 

To this too a ſenſe of duty ought to determine 
us, by reflecting, if, as by our context we are in- 
ſtructed, that whether we eat or drink, we ſhould 
do all to the glory of God; much more ought this 
to be attended to, in the more important affairs of 
extended dominion and commerce. Theſe ſhould be 
conſidered, not only as great favours, vouchſafed 
by him who doth in heaven and earth what plea- 
ſeth him, but as great talents he committeth to us 
for the purpoſes of his glory in the world. Having 
therefore amongſt us the oracles of God, and con- 
ſequently the unpolluted truth of ſalvation, it be- 
hoveth us to think of God's calling for it at our 
hands, to make at ſuch a time the ends of the earth 
to ſee the ſalvation of God: elfe what account ſhall 
we make unto him and to his Chriſt, when he co- 
meth and reckoneth with us (a), according to the 
command inſeparable from all his talents, ** Occu- 
« py till I come (5) ?” 

Let juſtice alſo move us to this beneficence. We 
have honour, and mean to have profit, by our fo- 
vereignty and intercourſe with theſe poor Hea- 
then; and if we receive advantage by their labours 
and temporal things, ought we not to communicate 
to them of our ſpirituals ? the rather indeed, that, 
by their becoming partners with us therein, we ſhalt 


(a) Matth. XV. 26.—30. () Luke, xix. 13, 
not 
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not diminiſh, but rather many ways increaſe the 
outward advantages expected by them. 

In this we ought the rather to be ſtirred up to vi- 
gour, leſt the ſubjection of theſe nations, without 
a ſuitable care in this matter, ſhould prove a curſe, 
and not a bleſſing, both to them, and to us. 
Lou need not be informed, that, in the commu- 
nication. of different nations, their ſeveral vices are 
made known to one another; nor that, by the reign- 
ing corruption in all men, the infection of theſe is 
too ready to prevail. Neither, alas! need it be 
told, how long and much already that holy name 
by which we are called, and wherein is all our hope, 
has been blaſphemed among theſe Gentiles, by the 
diſſolute manners of our countrymen, having inter- 
courſe with them; nor how in particular our people 
of commerce, in bartering-for the fruits of their 
toil, have criminally availed themſelves of that un- 
happy diſpoſition which, it ſeems, they have to 
intoxication, by too wantonly providing them 
with the means of it; thus making them many 
times more the children of Satan, than they were, 
when we firſt found them, in their native ignorance 
and barbarity. Let us then be perſuaded to ſend 
the miniſtry of the everlaſting goſpel amongſt them, 
as the beſt balance againſt theſe evils; that by our 
miſſionaries they may not only bave the advantage 
of diſintereſted and laborious inſtruction in that 
doctrine which is according to godlineſs, but by be- 
bolding their harmleſs and blameleſs lives, as the 
ſons of God in the midſt of a perverſe nation, this 
word of life may be tully, and in its true power to 
ſave, held forth to them. 

Let the good zeal in Old England, in the dif- 
ferent aſſ\ciations there for propagating this goſpel 
into foreign parts, provoke us to holy jealouſy in 
this matter. 


And 
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And let the ſtrong and general diſpoſition“ now 
prevailing in New England to encourage the ſend- 
ing the word of ſalvation to theſe Indians, together 
with the hopeful beginnings amongſt them to re- 
ceive it, incline us the more to deviſe liberal things, 
upon this occaſion, for the ſalvation of many men. | 

We ought to be the more zealouſly affected to —— 
this good work, from the conſideration of the un- | 
ceaſing activity of the prieſts of Rome to confirm | 
in, and pervert more of theſe Heathen tribes to 
their delufions and idolatries. Let the truth itſelf 
then be far and wide diffuſed, if peradventure ſuch 
as have been led aſtray may be recovered, and to 
prevent the farther fpread of theſe fatal errors. 
Why ſhould the work of Antichriſt and Satan be 
always performed with more reſolution than that of 
Chrilt ? ſhall their rewards be greater or more ſure? 
and {hall not the kingdom of Chriſt, of truth and 
righteouſneſs, prevail over all at laſt ? 

Let the abounding liberality to other purpoſes, 
better or worſe, excite real Chriſtians not to ſhut 

the hand of liberality in a cauſe, which to them at 

leaft thould be dear, the ſaving many ſouls; and 

thereby thew, that the ſpirit which is in them, is 

not leſs vigorous than that which is in the world. 

For every ſpecies of human miſery, relicf is found ; 

for the advancement of every laudable art, uſeful 

, improvement and undertaking, the ſpirit runs high, 
; and encouragement aboundeth; and who obſerveth 
not, that for promoting every branch of luxury 


8 and vice, every ſeminary of diſſipation and idle a- | 
- - muſement, the protution is inmecnte? Shall it be | 
| ſaid then, that at once it was our reproach and 
7 guilt, that the beſt and moſt valuable purpoſe poſ- | 
n . . * See Dr Chauncy's ſermon, at Mr Bowman's ordination to 
this miſhon at Boon, Auguſt 31. 1762, and addrefied to the | 
4 Marquis of Lothian, as Preſident of our Society, p. 29. &c. | 
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ſible, the propagating the goſpel for the ſalvation 
of many ſoils, was the only deſign which found not 
friends, nor liberal ſupport among us ? 
Moreover, let the ſeaſonableneſs of the call to 
] this charity incline us to hearken to it. God works 
by means : and it belongs to wiſdom, to ſeize upon 
the true occaſions for action. Many Heathens have 
now fallen under our ſceptre. "Their firſt impreſ- 
fions with regard to us muſt naturally have great 
effects, and give a favourable or the oppoſite turn 
to all our future attempts amongſt them. As to 
the civil part of our government, we need be in 
little pain. The genius of our excellent conſtitu- 
tion, and the wiſdom of our adminiſtration, will 
direct to gentleneſs in government amongſt them, 
and ſhew how much it is their happineſs, that they 
are fallen under our dominion. Nor let the ap- 
pearance of regard fail in the religious view: and 
what may be more expected to anſwer that end, 
than our diſcovering, upon our firſt full acceſs to 
them, a truly Chriſtian concern for their everlaſt- 
ing happineſs? If any thing can, this is ſuited to 
incline them, now and hereafter, to hearken to 
what is ſpoken to them about ſalvation ſo diſinte- 
reſtedly ſent them from us. 

Neither is it a circumſtance altogether immaterial 
to encourage donations to ſo good a work, that 
what is beſtowed, is not committed to ſingle per- 
ſons, however worthy and well qualified, but whoſe 
death or other circumſtances might render the beſt 
deſign intruſted to them abortive; but unto a form- 
ed and legal Society, which hath ſo long approved 
itſelf wiſe and faithful in theſe matters; and which, 
again, hath connected itſelf with a board of corre- 
ſpondents in New England, whoſe zeal hath alrea- 
dy raiſed conſiderable contributions, unequal how- 
ever (as may be well imagined) to this vaſt under- 
taking, but whoſe caution ſuſpended their * 

uatl 
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until they ſhould be formed into a body corporate, 
to the end of ſecuring for ever a right application, 
of their own, as well as what beneficence of others, 
might be committed to their care : a conſideration 
far from being inſignificant to the cauſing our be- 
nignity flow in this channel. 

We are naturally led by this to another and con- 
ſiderable ground of perſuaſion upon this ſubject ; the 
good conſequences of theſe our beginnings, in this 
truly Chriſtian benevolence. From what a ſmall 
matter hath our Society for propagating Chriſtian - 
knowledge in our highlands and iſlands, riſen to its 
preſent flouriſhing ſtate ? When firſt projected in 
this nation, (not then, nor formerly ſo affluent as 
now), it was when extremely exhauſted by an ex- 
penſive public, but unſucceſsful undertaking *, as 
well as by a deſolating famine, that had for ſeveral 
years raged and laid waſte our country. One ſchool 
was all the benevolent projectors at firſt attempted, 
which too, after repeated diſcouragements, was ne- 
ceſſarily deſerted. Their zeal however abated not 
and to their own private contributions, having gain- 
ed, by the church, public collections, over every 
difficulty it hath now triumphed, and ſpread far 
and wide its kind influence. As in prayer, ſo in 
active good deſigus, for promoting the divine glory 
in the earth, men ought not to faint, nor be weary 


in ſuch well-doing. Who knows where a ſmall 


matter done according to the will of God, and in 
imitation of the grace of his Son, ſeeking the ſal- 
vation of many men; may go? The divine bleſſing 
is ſilent, ſecret, and unfailing. See it, in what at 
the beginning was pronounced upon graſs, and 
trees, and animals, and man, for their multiplying 
and increaſing, in order to repleniſh the earth; 


which, for that end, continueth unto this day. 
But, ſurely, it is moſt to be expected, in what the 


The expedition to Darien, 
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Almighty taketh moſt pleaſure of advancing, and 
concerning which his moſt determined purpoſe is 
declared, that it ſhall continue while ſun and moon 
endure, and until all nations are brought into its 
ſubjection Much hath been done already in the 
propagation of this goſpel in the world, and in cir- 
cumſtances not ſo promiſing as the preſent are, a- 
mongſt the Heathens of our America. The days 
are lengthened out, and the long-ſuffering of God, 
under great provocations, is continued with the 
world, and with us, for this very end, that the 
fulneſs of the Gentiles may come in, and all Ifracl 
be faved. Our hands ſhould not hang down, 
therefore, nor our knees wax feeble; but rather, 
with cheerful hope of ſucceſs, ought we to remem- 
ber the words of our Lord himſelf upon this ſub- 
ject : “ Then ſaid he, Unto what is the kingdom 
© of God like? or whereunto thall I reſemble it? 
It is like a grain of muſtard-ſeed, which a man 
«© took, and caſt into his garden, and it grew, and 
„ waxed a great tree: and. the fowls of the air 
„ lodged in the branches of it.” And again, —“ It 
« js like leaven, which a woman took and hid in 
& three meaſures of meal, till the whole was lea- 
& vened (a.)“ When therefore, in the love of the 
truth and fouls, we ſend the goſpel, God's incor- 
ruptible ſeed, to thefe new and far extended re- 
gions; not as Antichriſt ſent his deluſions, two 
centuries ago, to the other part of that world, in 
fire, and blood, and endleſs ſpoil ; but in peace, 
in holineſs, and the labours of ſelf-denying love 
for ſalvation; who can ſay, into whoſe heart it 
may be pur, to encourage every mean for the ad- 
vancement of this heavenly deſign ? or what diffi- 
culties ſhall be overcome in the execution of it ? 
or to how many the goſpel thus ſent, ſhall prove 
the wiſdom and the power of God to ſalvation ? 

(a) Luke, xiii. 18. Kc. | » 
* Nor, 


* * 
- 
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Nor, however undeſirable, is it unfit to mention 
another, but melancholy reaſon, not void of force, 
to induce a Chriſtian to this benevolence; the de- 
cay of real and vital religion amongſt ourſelves. 
It hath been much obſerved, that this is a ſad truth 
with us: and notwithſtanding what hath been ſaid 
in alleviation, they who think ſeriouſly of theſe 
things, continue perſuaded that there is great 

round for the obſervation. It is long ſince it was 
ung by a poet uſed to be called divine *, 


Religion ſtands on tiptse in our land, 
Ready to paſs to the American ſtrand, &c. 


A Chriſtian can never hate his country, but, when 
in danger, will with Eſther ſay, „How can I en- 
& dure to ſee the evil which ſhall come upon my 
« people (a)?“ and with his Lord, when fin is faſt 
bringing it to ruin, ** If thou hadſt known, in this 
„ thy day, the things which belong to thy peace! 
* but now are they hid from thine eyes (6) ;” yet, 
as we have ſeen, he is taught by his religion to 
riſe ſuperior in his ſoul to country, friends, and 
every narrow limit, by which the perſuaſions of 
men have heretofore ſet bounds to their attach- 
ments. "Therefore, while the Chriſtian mourns 
over what he obſerves may provoke a holy God 
to forſake his own country, with regard to the 
deep concerns of ſalvation, he will find from theſe 
ſcriptures, whence he draws all his. comforts, fi- 
lencing conſiderations to his complaints upon this 
heavy calamity (c); nay be made to rejoice by what 
God aflures him of there, that this is an everlaſting 
goſpel; that when, for the abuſe of it, it is taken 
from one people, it ſhall be given to another, to, 


* Herbert's church militant. | 
4) Eith. viii. 6. (5) Luke, xix. 42. 
e) Matth. Xi. 25. 26.; 2 Tim. ü. 18. 19, &c. : 
0 | K 3 bring, 


114 Die Application. 


bring forth its fruits (a). When ſuch are his im- 
preſſions in particular, concerning his own people, 
for their infidelity, impieties, and forſaking their 
former faith and love, he will ſay, The will of 
« the Lord be done;” and in the gofpels paſſing 
from the eaſt to the weſt, even “ like lightning 
© from the one end of heaven to the other (5), 

will alfo fay concerning it, ©* God-ſfpeed;” or, 
at fuch a time, be the more liberal in ſending it, if 
peradventure, upon ſuch an account, God ſhould 
not only lengthen out outward tranquillity (c), but 


continue yet a while longer to his dear native coun- 


try, his truth, his pure ordinances, and his Spirit. 


+- What objection can be raiſed againſt this benefi- 


cence ? Not, ſure, the preſent ftupidity, igno- 
rance, ſuperſtition, or any abounding vice amongſt 
the people for whom we ſolicit. 'Theſe are the 
ſtrongeſt reaſons poſſible for our Chriftian compaſ- 
fions being moved towards them: and in theſe re- 
ſpects, they are in no other ſavage ſtate than other 
nations, and (which ſhould touch us) our own fa- 
thers were, when the light of the goſpel firſt ſhone 
upon them, and when theſe weapons, which are not 
carnal, hut mighty, through God, to the pulling 
down the ſtrong holds of Satan, were wielded a- 
mongſt them, and brought them into profeſſed ſub- 
jection to Chriſt Jeſus. 
Their diſtance cannot be given as a reaſon for 
ſhutting the hand of liberality, or of being indif- 
ferent about their inſtruction to ſalvation. From 
whas diſtance did the love of Chriſt bring him to 
deliver us? To what diſtance did the Chriſtian be- 
nevolence of our apoſtle carry him, in wearifome 
Jjournies, to fave men? Indeed the whole doctrine 
of Chriſtianity annihilates time, diſtance, and ev 
« faſhion of this world,” in the matters of its love. 


(a) Matth. xxi. 43. (5) Luke, zvii. 24. 
(c) Dan. iv, 27. - | | 
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+ Befides, if our beneficence is bleſſed, as a means of 


bringing theſe Heathen men to falvation, yet a little 
while, and, according to it, we ſhall meet with them 
as redeemed brethren, in one bleſſed place, never 


more to be ſeparated. 


Leaſt of all be hearkened to, what we know infi- 
delity hath often whiſpered concerning mankind in 
their uninſtructed fituation, “ that it is better they 
6 remain in ignorance *.“ This only can have rea- 
ſon in it, if Chriſt hath not died for men, and his 
knowledge had not been neceſſary to juſtify finners 
before God. And even upon other ſuppoſitions, 
it cometh ill from ſuch as generally plume them- 
felves abundantly upon their own ſuperiority of 
knowledge; as if others, for want of their meaſure 
of it, were, upon this account, an inferior rank of 


| beings. But if the knowledge attainable by men in 


this life gives a juſt occaſion for ſuch diſtinction a- 
mongſt them; how illiberal is it to deny, to any of 
the human race, any mean of it, did it ſerve for no 
other purpoſe than to open their minds, and lead 
them into what are, by theſe objectors, eſteemed 
more valuable branches of it? It were well for 
our aſſuming infidels, ſometimes to reflect what 
they muſt have been in point of their boaſted know- 
ledge, but for the religion they ſo much hate and 
contemn, and for the general light it hath caſt up- 
on all things in the country and age wherein they 
live. 

To conclude : Let all be perſuaded to take op- 
portunities of contributing to this great and good 
deſign, as the Lord ſhall proſper them. We are 
all wiineſſes, how univerſally, even to the loweſt or- 
ders of men, a ſpirit can ſpread, as to the national 
advantages we ought to reap from this ſucceſsful 
war, upon its happy concluſion. Were but half 


* See Drs Wallace and Blair's ſermcns before the FROM: where 
n e is fully and well conſidered. out 
: S 
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the concern ſhewn about the iſſues of it, reſpecting 
the advancement of the ſpiritual kingdom of God, 
and of his Chriſt, we ſhould probably be in no 
want'of outward means, both by public and private 
encouragement, for carrying the ſalvation of our 
Lord to every corner of the Heathen world, where 
Providence bath now given us a name, and an in- 
fluence. But all men have not faith in the goſpel 
of this kingdom, nor are inſpired with the love 
of it. 

In the mean time, let thoſe who are ſtirred up to 
contribute, do it without grudging : “ for the Lord 
* loveth a chcarful giver.” Why ſhould not the 
gift be chearfully made ? If it relieves the eye, the 
ear, and the heart of humanity; to lift the burden 
from the outwardly oppreſſed, or to make the ſor- 
rowful glad; much more joy may it cauſe to ſpring 
up in their hearts, who have believed on Jeſus Chriſt 
for life everlaſting, to ſend, by whatever labour and 
expence, the knowledge of his name to the ends of 
the earth; who, as themſelves have happily expe- 
rienced, was ©* anointed to preach the goſpel to the 
2 poor, to heal the broken-hearted, to deliver Sa- 
e tan's captives, to recover fight to the blind, and 
„to preach to the poor of all nations, the accept- 
4 able year of the Lord (a).“ 

We cannot indeed, by any means of our provi- 
ding, convert ſouls. That muſt be the work of 
God alone: but he hath faid, ** As the rain cometh 
& down, and the ſnow from heaven, and returneth. 
t thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh 
«. it bring forth and bud, that it may give ſeed to 
* the ſower, and bread to the eater : ſo ſhall my 
„word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it 
„ ſhall not return unto me void, but it ſhall ac- 
* compliſh that which I pleaſe, and it ſhall pro- 
« ſper in the mg whereto 1 ſend it (5).” As this, 


(a) Luke, iv, 18. &c. ; (5) Iſaiah, Iv, 10. II, 
| : then, 
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then, is put into our power, let us, with chearful 
hope of the promiſed bleſling, ſcatter wide his ſa- 
ving word to every corner of the earth, and to the 
ifles afar off upon the fea, rejoicing, while we are 
redeemed, not with corruptible things, ſuch as 
filver and gold, but with the precious blood of 
Chriſt, as of a lamb without ſpot; that the wiſ- 
dom and grace of God have ſo abounded towards 
us, as, by the Chriſtian uſe of our earthly ſub- 
ſtance, that which periſheth, can be turned into 
heavenly and enduring ſubſtance; and we may ſo 
make to ourſelves friends of the unrighteous mam- 
mon, that “ when we fail, we may be received in- 
to everlaſting habitations.“ 

Not only, indeed, ought we to be cheerful in this 
planting and ſowing for eternity, expecting the in- 
creaſe from God; but ſo “ labouring together with 
4 God, and working together with Chriſt,” our 
hearts may be raiſed to a true grandeur and elevation, 
by mingling our little thoughts and actions with their 
great deſigns, of bringing out of every tongue and 
nation upon earth, and that to the remoteſt ages, a 
redeemed people to their praiſe for ever and ever. 

The moſt valuable thing and opportunity, we ac- 
knowledge, may be thrown away; many may not 
be beneficent upon this great occaſion ; ſome who 
appear to be ſo, may be influenced by unworthy 
conſiderations, and thereby fall ſhort of the true 
honour and joy belonging to it: but ſuch as act 
with the true ſpirit of Chriſtian beneficence, muſt 
experience an elevation in their minds, while they 
reflect, that, in ſending the knowledge of ſalvMtion 
to theſe dark places of the earth, they are kindling 
a flame which may ſhine while fun and moon en- 
dure, nay, which, after the long laſting light of 
theſe heavenly bodies, and all the temporary. life 
and comfort it hath produced, is extinguiſhed, ſhall 
blaze out with greater glory, and brighten _ 
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and more in eternal ages, yet to come; when the un- 
created and unextinguiſhable rays, proceeding from 
the glory of God and the Lamb, which this goſpel 
begins to diſplay, ſhall give light, and life, and 
comfort to the nation of the redeemed for ever 
and ever. A bene factor here, then, even in a mite, 
poſſeſſing theſe views, hath his heart lifted up to 
the heart of his Redeemer, and aſcends with him 
into his chariot of ſalvation. The ambition of kings 
and conquerors upon earth is low, when compared 
to his high aim, who thus rides in the high places 
of his God: and the day to be revealed will declare 
. „ | 
Neither ſhall the reward of any one, according 
to his own work or labour, fail (a). We have al- 
ready mentioned the preſent peace, joy, elevation, 
and hope, the ſpiritually benevolent are made par- 
takers of : but if Jeſus, at his coming, ſhall ſay to 
his redeemed, in reſpect to their Chriſtian acts of 
outward kindneſs, **+ Come, ye blefied,— for I was 
& an hungred,—in prifon,” &c.; how much more 
will he make the tranſporting declaration, in regard 
to their ſpiritual compaſſions, ſympathies, and ſup- 
plies, towards hungry and captive ſouls for their 
deliverance ? and over-rule alſo here the humble 
objection of When ſaw we thee ?” &c. by the 
kind reply, of Inaſmuch as you did it to the leaſt 
« of theſe,“ (however unknown by face, nation, or 
language, till that day), you did it unto me (6)?” 
This ſhall lead them to their © Maſter's own joy ;” 
i. e. not only the ſatisfactions of redemption in ge- 
neral, but particularly, the pureſt felicity of having 
loved others, in the ardours and ſelf-denials of hea- 
venly compaſſions, for their ſalvation. 

The foundation of this diſcourſe was laid in this, 
« That as we had been at firſt formed in the image 
of the God of love, ſo in the regeneration, accor- 
() I Cor; ul. 8. 9. (6) Matth. xxv. 8 
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ding to the goſpel of : Chriſt, we were not only re- 
ſtored from the depravities of ſelf, but therein love 
was carried to new and formerly unknown heights.” 
Accordingly, at and ever after the grand period of 
Chriſtianity we have juſt now mentioned, we may 
fully diſcern how this ſhall take place, when that 
multitude which no man can number ſhall be ga- 
thered into one, from all kingdoms and ages of the 
world. 

Let us for once imagine, that Adam had conti- 
nued innocent, and that God had blefled him, and 
all his poſterity, according to this promiſe of life 
in his covenant : how to the lateſt age may we ea- 
fily conceive, the whole generations deſcending 
from bim, muſt have been knit together in love; 
not to him only, as the common head and foun- 
tain of all, but to one another alſo, as brethren of 
one blood, as the inſtruments of bringing one an- 
other into ſuch happy exiſtence, as well as helpers 
of one another's joy, by continued mutual kind of- 
fices. The tranſition is eaſy to what is now before 
us. Jeſus Chriſt is the common fountain and head 
of this new ſpiritual generation, according to the 
love and will of his heavenly Father. The men of 
it are begot from age to age by the inſtrumentali:y 
of one another, in the uſe of the word of truth, 
the incorruptible ſeed of God, by prayer, by holi- 
neſs, and every appointed method for ſaving ſouls 
no leſs really, than men would have been in inno- 
cence, or are now outwardly brought into being, 
by means of one another. Divine wiſdom, which 
aboundeth in the whole of our redemption, hereby 
lays foundations, not only for unheard-of obliga- 
tions of love to God, and the Lamb, and the Spi- 
rit, but alſo for new ties and bonds amongſt theſe - 
ſpiritual and new-born children, tenderer and 
ſtronger than ever heretofore could have been 
known; as the ſecond is greater than the firſt A- 
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dam, and the life communicated through him no- 
bler than the firſt earthly one; as in every refpe& 


the new gift is ſuperior, ſo are the obligations of 


conveying it to the happy poſſeſſors. This admits, 
even in this world, of a copious and delightful i 
luſtration ; but at the ſecond coming of our Lord, 
ſhall be made manifeſt, with all God's judgements, 
in another manner than now is poffible to be ex- 
plained. For then the wide-extended, and to us 
unſearchable preſent paths of providence ſhall be 
laid open, and the way where the bowels of love, 
the interceſſions, the labours, the holy patterns, 
the liberalities, and every compaſſion of the chil- 
dren of God by Jeſus Chriſt, for the ſalvation of 
their fellow men, were directed to go, and to be- 
come effectual by the aſtoniſhing over-ruling bleſſ- 
ing of their Lord for the converſion of finners, 
and helping one another onward to glory, made 
known. When the body of Chriſt therefore is 
completed, the ſeveral members ſhall not only be 
found united to him as head, but neceffarily and 
inſeparably knit together alſo in indiffoluble obliga- 
tions of love. It thall then appear, that, from 
age to age, they were ſpiritually deſcended from 
one another, ſpreading and multiplying, as new 
generations ſprung up; the fame bleſſed truth in 
all their hearts, creating a dearer relation than any 
blood, and the ſame ſpirit which accompanied it 


chave, uniting cloſer in love than any outward re- 


lation in this life can poſſibly do (a). As to the 
throne, therefore, the ſong of ſalvation and bleſſ- 
ing ſhall aſcend for ever for this great ſalvation ; - 
ſo the congratulations, the embracings of ſpiritual 
fathers and their ſons and daughters, and they 
again with theirs, in long ſucceflions, and of every 
helper of another's joy and redemption, ſhall then 
be fuch, as now we have neither monght nor lan- 


(a) 1 v. 15. 16.; 1 Cor. Vi. I7. 
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guage for. Our earthly connection and obligations 
are plainly, not only to immediate, but to our pa- 
rents in all paſt ages, for our exiſtence. And by 
this hint we may at once diſcern, how far and wide 
the heavenly connections and joys of the children 
of God will juſtly be carried, when all is hereafter: 
brought to light; the diſtant links of this chain be- 
ing no leſs neceflary in point of inſtrumentality 
than the neareſt, in the latter than in the former 
caſe, as the tranſport and obligation muſt be in- 
comparably. ſtronger in the laſt than in the firſt.. 
And in regard to what is now before us, as there 
are vaſt and yet unknown tracts of the earth, where 
the goſpel muſt be preached before our Lord ſhall: 
come again, and many of theſe in connection with. 
our new conqueſts in America; who knows, where 
he who fits on the circle of the earth, may. pleaſe: 
to direct our preſent liberality to go for ſalvation. 
and lay foundations for everlaſting aſtoniſhment: 
and joy to the ſpiritual benefactors, as well as to» 
the obliged ? 

Behold then a ſtate, where our love ſhall' be ab- 
ſolutely perfected to God, and to one another; its; 
ancient law magnified, and carried to the utmoſt: 
height; corrupted, ſelf-deſtroyed, its fear and envy 
for ever caſt out, the deepeſt: foundations: laid for 
kindneſs, and the higheſt exertions correſponding ; 
to them for ever! Who would not above all things 
deſire to be made partakers of ſuch an inheritance: 
amongſt the ſaints in light! who not breathe for- 
many others becoming fellow-heirs with them here-- 
in, and do as God giveth opportunity and power: 
to promote ſo divine a purpole !' 

May that heavenly name, then, be: hallowed,, 
which brings men to a ſtate ſo perfect and ſo bleſſ- 
ed! that kingdom come, which draws men to» 
its ſubjection by ſuch tender love! and that will be: 
done, which would =m—_ all without diſtinction ſa- 
| ved! 
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ved and brought to it! and that which we are now : 
about, proſper to theſe great ends! * 
* If, then, there be any comfort in love, if any 


“ fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels and mer- 


«« cies, fulfil ye our joy, that ye may be like-mind- 
« ed, having the fame love ;” remembering, that 
in this, as in other labours of heavenly love, he. 
„ which ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap alſo ſparingly 3; 
% and he which ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap alſo 
„ bountifully. Every man according as he purpo- 
« ſeth in his heart, ſo let him give; not grudging- 
« ly, or of neceflity; for God loveth a chearful 
« giver: and God is able to make all grace abound 
« towards you; that you always having all ſuffi- 
* ciency in all things, may abound to every good 
« work; being enriched in every thing to all 
« bountifulneſs, which eauſeth thankſgivings unto. 
« God.” Amen. 


